
 
North Newington Parish Council – MN17/19 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 4th June 2019 at Bishop Carpenter School at 7:30pm.  
 
Present: Cllrs S Holford, M Davison, P Stocks, G Doidge, and P Espinasse 
 Clerk: E Boswell 
Apologies:   None 
Guests:  None 
Public:  2 
1.  Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
 These were approved and signed 
2. Declaration of Interest – Cllr Stocks declared an interest in item 7: Clerks Business - Christobella Saye & 

Sele Trust. 
3. Matters Arising 

• Renewal of insurance & fidelity guarantee  –The Insurance renewal was amended to include the 
purchase of the VAS sign, increasing the premium from £482.85 to £493.34 

• Playground inspection – The PC agreed to instruct ROSPA to carry out the playground inspection, which 
is due in July.  Proposed SH seconded PS all agreed 

• Annual Parish Open Meeting –  
• It was noted that despite great efforts to advertise and give plenty of notice there was a poor turnout 

from residents. 
• Speeding & parking – Residents raised concerns about speeding. Concerns were also raised about 

poor parking in the village particularly on the sharp bend by the Blinking Owl pub during School 
drop off & pick up.  With regards to speeding the chair had presented the meeting with data retrieved 
from the speed camera covering a 2 week period, the camera is located on the Shutford Road and 
captures vehicles coming into the village from the national speed limit.  The data shows that the 
average speed of vehicles was 28.5 mph and 95% of vehicles were below 38mph.  Some residents 
suggested installing ‘20 is plenty’ signs around the village which the PC may consider, however, in 
the meantime in a continued effort to monitor the issue the PC will move the speed camera to 
different locations through the village.  The PC will ask advice from the community police as to 
what measures can be taken to resolve the continued parking issues at school times. 

• White lines – It was noted that the white lines on the main road were so worn they are now barley 
visible, which may be adding to the issues of speeding and poor parking.  The Clerk will notify 
Highways. 

• Parish precept – The PC canvassed views from those present at the meeting regarding an increase to 
the precept.  The majority were in favour of an increase.  This will be taken into account when the 
precept demand comes due in January 2020. 

4. Planning Permission 
• 19/00220/F – Change of use of land from agricultural to residential and erection of single storey oak 

framed garden room extension to rear – NOTICE OF DECISION – REFUSAL OF PERMISSION FOR 
DEVELOPMENT – Resident J Vigne attended the meeting and approached the council to give a 
statement in support of this planning application and to ask the PC to reconsider its objections – Having 
considered the statement and after some discussion the PC resolved to uphold its original objection to the 
planning application which is:  
1. Change of use of land from agricultural to domestic; The Parish Council has reviewed the plans and 
wishes to object to the proposed change of use of land from agricultural to domestic.   
North Newington sits in the centre of a farming community with the vast majority of properties backing 
onto open rolling countryside that surrounds the village. Briar Cottage lies within the Conservation Area 
of the village and sits within the ribbon of properties, which form an important approach to the village 
along the Banbury Road. Briar Cottage looks out across the open area of land, which includes the piece 
of land purchased with the proposal to increase the size of the rear garden.  The land is frequently used to 
graze sheep and cattle and has footpath 315/11 running across it, leading South past the East end of The 
Pound to Broughton, the site is clearly visible from this footpath, (the applicant has stated 'no' to this on 
question 22 of the application). 
The Parish Council wish to maintain the integrity of the boundaries around the village to protect 
Agricultural Land being encroached upon for unnecessary development and sees granting change of use 
on this piece of land to domestic as detrimental.  Should permission be granted it would set a precedent 
not only for neighbouring properties but also properties throughout the village where buildings back on 
to open areas of agricultural land.  The Parish Council would ask that you refuse the application. 
2. Single storey oak framed garden room extension to rear; The Parish Council has reviewed the plans 
and wishes to raise no objections and has no further observations. 
 



 
5. Finance 

Review of Income and Expenditure  -The monthly accounts were reviewed and signed off by the RFO & 
Chair. 
Bill payments – The following bill payments were presented to and approved for payment by the PC. 

I. Chq: 300138 £474.77 – Clerks Salary & expenses  
II. Chq: 300139 - £493.34 – Annual Insurance premium 
III. Chq: 300140 - £124.80 – May Grass cutting 

 
6. Children’s Playground – Cllr Doidge carried out the inspection and there were no issues to report.  He will 

replace the buffer on the gate before the annual inspection in July. 
  

Defibrillator – The Clerk carried out the inspection; there were no issues to report. 
 
VAS Speed Sign – Cllr Espinasse suggested upgrading the sign with a solar panel to make the battery last 
longer, the clerk to obtain prices. 

 
7.         Clerks Business 
 

• New playground equipment – Mrs McFarlane approached the PC in respect of raising funds to replace the 
playground equipment – The PC asked her to email the Clerk with details of the proposal for the PC to 
consider. 

• Tombla pit lease renewal - The Clerk has obtained comparative prices from two other solicitors: Aplins 
charges are £205 + VAT per hour and Bower & Bailey have quoted a fixed price of £300 + VAT.  After 
some discussion the PC resolved to instruct Bower & Bailey to draw up the new lease.  Proposed PS 
seconded PE all agreed. 

• Parish Liaison meeting 12th June – Due to other commitments the clerk is unable to attend. 
• Community Police Forum 5th June – The Clerk will attend.  Cllrs asked her to raise concerns over anti social 

behaviour around Sor Brook and to get advice regarding effective traffic calming measures for the village. 
• Rural Oxfordshire Network meeting 11th June 9.30am-12.30 in Long Hanborough  - Due to the times for this 

meeting no Cllrs or the clerk are able to attend. 
• Cherwell Voluntary Forum  - 27th June 9am-2pm Bodicote House – Due to the times for this meeting no 

Cllrs or the clerk are able to attend. 
• Cherwell District Council Lottery – The Clerk notified the PC of the new Lottery being run by CDC.  
• Daffodil verge & verge opposite the old Roebuck – The PC resolved to ask Mr Prickett to include these areas 

when he next cuts the village greens.  Proposed PE seconded GD all agreed.  
• Christobella Say & Sele Trust– Having declared an interest in this item Cllr Stocks took no part in the 

discussions.  After many years of service Mr Shapley has resigned as a Trustee, the PC would like to thank 
him for his commitment to the trust over the years.  The Trust has nominated Luci Jordan as his replacement 
and this was approved.  Proposed SH seconded MD all agreed.  Mrs Allan has also resigned and the trustees 
have asked the PC for suggestions for her replacement.  The PC has some suggestions, which it will feed 
back to the CSST. 

• Notice board – Cllr Davison as yet to obtain a quote from the furniture maker he knows. 
 
8. Village Improvement Group  - The VIG met on 21st May.  Finances reported as £1278.00, with the invoice for 

wine tasting yet to be received.  The main agenda item being the annual Fete which this year is being held on 13th 
July from 2-4pm the theme is ‘ALL THAT JAZZ’ and there will be an evening BBQ for residents from 6pm.  
Preparations for the fete are well under way and full details of the fete and BBQ will be published in the June 
edition of the Gossip.   Other matters discussed: The village flower tubs have now been planted for the summer 
and the VIG kindly ask residents who live by a tub to water them occasionally.  It was noted that Karra will be 
resuming and running the Kids film club.  Village allotment: Elle has taken over the running of this and if any 
one is interested in sharing the allotment they should contact her directly.  Harfest: this years Harfest will be held 
on 15th September.   More details of the VIG activities can be found in the June edition of the Gossip.  The VIG 
will break for the summer and next meeting date TBA. 

 
9.     Any other matters for discussion    

• Cllr Stocks gave her apologies for the July meeting. 
 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 2nd July at 7:30pm 

 
The meeting closed at 9:52pm 

 
 


