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A Note from the Editors 

Hello and welcome to the Village 

Gossip.  Spring is here and the village 

is already enjoying the extra evening 

daylight.  As relative newcomers to the 

village we are interested in learning 

more of its history so since our last 

edition we’ve been to visit The Forge 

on Shutford Road.   Margaret Morgan 

features on the front page banging the 

anvil.  We will be learning more village 

history and shall share our findings 

with you in future editions.   

The Gossip goes to print every other month but the village Facebook 

page and website provides an ongoing update on NN events.      

February’s edition of the Gossip included several new ideas: the 

crossword, colouring and the “where’s this?” photo.    

The editors were delighted to receive a wonderful coloured picture 

of Broughton Castle from Arthur Woodward. Great work Arthur.  

There’s another colouring opportunity this edition, with the outline 

of a spring lamb sketched by one of the junior editorial team.    Sadly 

there were no crossword entries so the bottle of wine remains in 

our rack.   This edition we’ve devised a Friends themed crossword, 

which might find wider appeal, with an Easter egg as prize for the 

first correct entry to be emailed or dropped in (we will save the 

wine)!         

There’s a couple of new features this time.   Jess Doidge has 

helpfully recommended some local businesses and Carol has 

plugged some local cultural attractions.  We aim to include 

everything that we receive. The deadline for the next issue, to be 

released in early June, is the 15th of May.  Happy Easter from the 

Wild Family, Roebuck Inn.   

www.northnewington.wordpress.com 



Welcome  

Hello to Geraldine and David Moore who have moved into Laurel 

Cottage on Park Lane.  They have a daughter at University and a 

Husky dog called Kita.    

Peartree Cottage now has new residents.  Hello to Daniel, Tracy, 

Ashton and Arabelle.   

Welcome too Roger and Vicky who have bought Stonecroft on 

Banbury Road and been hard at work with renovations.   They will 

be moving in soon.     

Julian’s Jokes 

Policeman: What is your name?  
Man: The Wizard of Oz.  
Policeman: Your FULL name.  
Man: (quietly) The Wizard of Ounces  
 
 
At an airport I once saw a bunch of transcendentalists boarding a 
flight they’d chartered. At least I assumed they were 
transcendentalists because they were on a hire plane. 
 
 
Frappe frappe. 
Qui est là?  
Lorsti.  
Lorsti qui?  
Yes, that's why I'm knocking.  
 
 
My friend keeps saying “Cheer up, it could be worse, you could get 
stuck underground in a hole full of water.” 
I know he means well  



The Forge 

The business of a Farrier has a long tradition in the village.   Pictured 

on the front page is Margaret Morgan banging the anvil at the forge 

at the back of her house on the Shutford Road.  Her husband, 

Richard, continued the family business after his grandfather, Dicky, 

took on the original forge which was then situated just off School 

Lane.   Dicky learnt his skills during World War I.  He was under 5ft 

and too short to fight in France so instead he trained as a farrier.  

Based in Aldershot he made shoes of various sizes with the shoes 

dispatched to the Front for horses and mules.  Dicky then took on 

the North Newington forge.  In 1937 his son Albert built the forge 

and home on the Shutford Road. 

 

 

The business of AR Morgan developed.   Richard and Margaret 

married in 1969.   Richard took over the business, working until his 

retirement in 2013.  He sadly died in 2015.   

 



 

The forge with its anvil is still intact and Margaret has some lovely 

photos of the three generations of farrier, kindly allowing the Gossip 

to reproduce these photos.  The first one shows Richard hard at 

work with Albert looking on, alongside Richard’s uncle.   

Below, Richard watching his father working on the anvil.  Despite 

looking the part Margaret didn’t often pick up the hammer but was 

a big help with the bellows.   

 

 

What a privilege it is to have such fascinating history on our 

doorstep. We hope to be to share more from village residents in the 

coming months.  

 

 

 

  



Broughton Grounds Farm 

An update from James Taylor  

Spring is here and we seem to have got 

away with a pretty mild winter. On the 

farm we’re currently between lambing 

flocks and are about to drill spring oats, 

under sown with grass, and clover and 

to apply the first dose of fertiliser to the 

winter wheat and barley. The cattle 

have just had a clear TB result from a 

skin test which is a relief after a reactor 

in the autumn; we need two consecutive clear tests to sell cattle. 

Other seasonal jobs include fencing ready for Spring turnout. It’ll 

soon be time for the first proper inspection of my bees which is 

always exciting. Hopefully the queens are laying well and varroa 

mite levels aren’t too high. 

 

April lambing will be a bit different this year as we’re lambing the 

older ewes outside. The advantage of this is that it’s less stressful 

for the ewe and there is less disease risk (some infections can be 

spread on straw when sheep lamb inside). The disadvantage is 

that in wet weather lamb losses can be high and there are plenty 

of hungry predators about. We’re gradually moving over to a flock 

of mules (the speckly faced sheep you may see when driving into 

the village). They are prolific and easier to manage at lambing 

time than texals, the disadvantage being that the lamb carcass 

tends to be slightly lower quality. 

 

We’re unable to host a big lambing open day this year due to 

insurance complications but if anyone wants to come and see the 

lambs on 20th April at 2pm you’d be very welcome. All we ask is 

that you let us know beforehand and buy a couple of packs of 

mince or a steak from the farmhouse freezer. If you’d like to come 

just have a word with the egg-man on a Thursday night. Many 

thanks. James 

james@broughtongrounds.co.uk 



Colouring Corner: not just for our younger readers.   Send us your 

coloured picture (drop in to Roebuck Inn or scan & email) and we 

will give a ‘shout out’ in the next edition.   

 

 



VIG Screen Programme April & May 

If you’ve not been before do come along to the school: we start at 

7.30 prompt.  Bring your own refreshments.   

12th April: Peterloo (changed date- ‘Can You Ever Forgive 

Me’ has been postponed) 

Acclaimed British independent filmmaker Mike 

Leigh’s expansive examination of the Peterloo 

Massacre of 1819 marks two hundred years since a 

crowd of sixty thousand people peacefully 

demanded parliamentary reform in a protest that 

lead the death of eighteen people. Described as an 

“historical epic” by Peter Bradshaw, Leigh’s in-

depth look at the causes, events and outcomes of 

the massacre gives voices to both the working-class protesters and 

the ruling classes and cavalrymen that charged into the crowd. With 

a cast including Maxine Peake, Rory Kinnear and Tim McInnerny, 

“Peterloo” is perhaps Leigh’s largest scale film for a long time, 

certainly a different plot point to his earlier British independent 

classics including “Vera Drake”, “Happy Go Lucky” and  “Secrets and 

Lies”. This “complex, rousing and rewarding” film (Tim Robey, The 

Telegraph) certainly takes a political stance that has a strong “sense 

that the story…is important and real, and needs to be heard right 

now”(Peter Bradshaw). The film has been suggested by some to be 

“as a coded satire of the cotemporary British political climate” that 

is “urgent and deeply impassioned” (CineVue).  

3rd May: Bohemian Rhapsody  

This biopic of singer and songwriter Freddie Mercury 

has certainly been one of the most eventful film 

releases of the last year: with numerous director’s 

involved at some point in the film’s creation, a last-

minute replacement of credited director Bryan Singer 

for Dexter Fletcher, and an arguably undeserved 

surprise Golden Globe win for Best Film and an Oscar for Best 



Editing. Devise critical reviews, however, are at odds with the 

positive audience reaction. A film that “favours sensory experience 

over exposition” (The Hollywood Director) is by many “an 

unqualified success” (The Wrap). Its celebrated lead, Rami Malek, 

won an Oscar for his “magnetic, frisky and unexpectedly poignant 

performance as the late lead singer” (Screen International). 

  

Coming Soon (Dates TBC): 

The Wife  

An Oscar nominated “exquisite” (IndieWire) 

performance from Glen Close sits at the centre of 

this “smart, supremely watchable and entertaining 

film” (The Guardian), which explores the sacrifices 

of Close’s titular wife to an acclaimed author (played by Jonathan 

Pryce), that have allowed him to thrive in his profession. This 

“superb, ticking time bomb of simmering tension” (The Film Stage) 

builds to a gripping revelatory climax.  

 

DATES FOR YOUR 

DIARY…….  

 

The Favourite  

 

 

 

14/06/2019  

Stan and Ollie  05/07/2019  

Can You Ever 

Forgive Me  

16/08/2019  

Green Book  06/09/2019  

 

  



Philip Fine’s Theatre Corner 

Greetings, theatre-lovers! Since my 

last column I’ve had a very 

enjoyable visit to Banbury’s twin 

town Hennef, staying with hosts in 

a little village a few miles out of 

Hennef, a bit like North Newington 

really. 

 

I’m now immersed in rehearsals for the smash hit musical Evita, 

which is in fact very rarely performed by amateur groups. I’m 

playing President Juan Perón, husband to Evita herself. The 

production is being put on by Bicester Choral and Operatic Society 

in Cooper School Bicester each evening 30 May to 1 June, and 

tickets are available at bcoswesing.org.uk/ticket or by phoning 0333 

666 3366. Tickets are £14 (children £6) and a booking fee applies. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi8gMPRu4jgAhUF6OAKHZ7xCGcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2232624/Nations-Best-Am-Dram-Quentin-Letts-roars-surprise-bravo.html&psig=AOvVaw0SbJ3T2uWW1GZoRrxEu8AT&ust=1548489636984071


 

There are plenty of other productions taking place over the next 

couple of months in the local area too. You can go to see Our House, 

the musical based on the songs of Madness (11-13 April, Odyssey, 

Wykham Hall, Banbury Academy. Tickets are available from 

www.odysseytheatre.co.uk).   (Editor’s Note: one of our editorial 

team has a leading part) 

 

Death Knell, an edge-of-your-seat thriller (1-4 May, Banbury Cross 

Players, The Mill), The Mouse that Roared, a satirical comedy (9-11 

May, Lynden Players, Middleton Cheney Village Hall). Find details 

for any of these productions on the web.  Then later in the summer 

look out for Ibsen’s Ghosts (Banbury Cross Players) and two 

amazing youth group productions, Chicago (Odyssey Youth) and 

42nd Street (YOBOS). And of course, don’t forget to buy your tickets 

to visit Argentina and the life and times of Eva and Juan Perón…! 

 

 
 
 
 



Jessica Doidge’s Reviews 

 
I just realised how many local small businesses there are around 
here that provide services to North Newington and how often I used 
them.  So thought I would share them with you! 
 
But firstly on our doorstep, Claire’s Teatime treats - Based in North 
Newington! A life saver for me when I need some cakes for my 
daughter’s birthday/school fete etc! crofts301@btinternet.com  
 
Lak’s Thai Kitchen. Again, they are on Facebook. They cook and 
deliver, really amazing Thai food laksthaikitchen@gmail.com 
 
Did you know we have a local fitness centre? 
www.dovecotefitness.co.uk Dovecote fitness. Literally the most 
friendly gym class I have ever been to. And you get a smoothie 
drink after every class. 
 
I’m sure there are other places too! 
 
Shout out to ‘Hannah’s Big Cookies’. Homemade treats baked fresh.  
They are really lovely, either find her on Facebook or email 
hannahsbigcookies@gmail.com 
Really easy, you just contact her via Facebook, pay about £10 and 
her children deliver a bag full of delicious home made treats. Well 
worth it. 
 
There are many other businesses out there who come to North 
Newington, but these are just a few that I use.  
 
Email the editorial team if you’d like to plug your own business or 
recommend a local one.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:crofts301@btinternet.com
mailto:laksthaikitchen@gmail.com
http://www.dovecotefitness.co.uk/
mailto:hannahsbigcookies@gmail.com


 ‘HAR-FEST’ 

NORTH NEWINGTON  

Sunday September 15th 2019 

Art and Produce Show 
Bishop Carpenter School Hall 

 

A 4 page pull out, plan your entry over the summer  
 

Advance notice for this bi-

annual event in the village, 

organised by the VIG.   It’s for 

fun but who said football is 

only a game!  Don’t say you 

had no chance to plant, 

nurture and enter the 

excitement.  Here are all of the 

categories.  All age participation very much encouraged.    

Vegetables 

1) 3 onions, as grown, any variety 

2) 3 Beetroot, as grown  

3) 3 trimmed potatoes, one variety 

4) Decorated selection of veg and herbs in a basket or trug 

 

Home Produce 

5) 6 Brownies 

6) 6 scones  

7) Jar of soft fruit jam 

8) Jar of marmalade 

9) Victoria sponge, 3 egg mix, open to all 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi7hub2nKThAhW_BWMBHeh3D5sQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2199724/Grandfathers-shock-growing-21-inch-cucumber.html&psig=AOvVaw0rBiglp1MhRUevqEz34l-7&ust=1553841481970495


F r u i t  

10) 5 eating apples on a plate, any variety 

11) 5 plumbs on a plate, any variety 

         

N o v e l t y  

V e g e t a b l e s  

12) Longest carrot 

13) Most mis-shaped vegetable 

14) Largest onion 

15) Longest runner bean 

 

 

 

 

 

H a n d i c r a f t s  

 

Adults:- 

16) Pen and ink drawing 

17) Any painting in any media 

18) Any item made of wool 

 

Children under 7:- 

19) Decorated biscuits 

20) ‘Vegimal’ … an animal made up of vegetables 

21) Anything made of lego 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR66zlnaThAhXJ5-AKHaeHAQoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.allotment-diary.co.uk/Exhibition-long-show-carrot.html&psig=AOvVaw3BsZKypatG34wNak5xYQPU&ust=1553841747028537


Children over 7:- 

22) A Hat for your Dad or 

Grandfather  

23) A drawing or painting of 

your Mum or grandmother 

24) A scary Lego Monster  

 

 

 

P h o t o g r a p h y  

Children up to 15 years 

25) A Village Scene 7x5 

26) Any animals or birds  7x5 

Adults 

27 Your Village Fete  7x5 

28) The British Weather  7x5 

 

29) A Traditional Scarecrow.  

 

Please place where it can be seen in 

your garden or in front of your house 

by Noon September 14th 2019, so it 

can be judged 
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Har-fest 

Schedule of Events 

Sunday 15th September,  

Bishop Carpenter School Hall 

 

Doors open at 10am 

Entries to be set up by Noon 

Hall closes and Judging from 12 noon 

Har-Fest opens at 2pm for viewing 

Creams teas and coffee and tea served from 2pm - 4pm 

All entries removed and taken home at 4pm 

Rosettes presented for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in all categories  

 

For further information please email lucijordan992@gmail.com or 

ring/text  Luci on 0775 4016865 or Penny Gulliver on 07808 

480880  

 

This information will also be in the August Village Gossip and 

available from the VIG. 

 

 

Sponsored by the VIG 

 

The judges decision is final 
 
 

  



 

Carol’s Cultural Corner 

My family have been urging me to contribute to our stewardship of the 

Village Gossip, so I thought I’d contribute my recommendations for 

cultural activities in and around Banbury this Spring. For little ones, 

teenagers and the more mature amongst us, Enjoy! 

Compton Verney is the place to be this spring if you are 

young at heart. Two related exhibitions explore the 

depiction of children in art, perfect for any GCSE or A Level 

art students out there. The exhibitions run until 16 June 

2019. 

Alongside the exhibitions the gallery’s weekly programme for families 

continues, including Tuesday Tiny Tots drop-in (11.30 am - 3pm) and 

Thursday Early Years Forest School drop-in (12.30 - 2.30pm). If you go 

to forest School on a Thursday you’re likely to see Rose and me there as 

we go every week to toast our marshmallows on the fire! The gallery has 

a variety of activity packs for children and a lovely room full of picture 

books and toys. The grounds also include some lovely sandpits equipped 

with buckets and spades or closer to the entrance a play area with zip 

wire, climbing frames etc. Don’t forget to look out for the willow tunnel 

and hollow trees. 

Between Fri 19 and Sun 28 Apr, 11am - 4pm families can enjoy an Easter 

Egg trail in the grounds. 

For the not so young, Compton Verney runs a range of events including 

daily tours of the gallery’s permanent collection and a regular Wednesday 

‘Art in the afternoon’ slot, where you can learn new art skills. The spring 

programme also includes bird watching events, mindfulness walks and 

various arts workshops. On the second Tuesday of every month Compton 

Verney runs a dementia cafe.   www.comptonverney.org.uk 

 

 

   

http://www.comptonverney.org.uk/


Upton House also has Easter Egg trails over the Easter period plus 

guided walks and various art and craft workshops throughout the Spring, 

plus an exhibition of posters and design work related to the history of the 

furniture company Heals, but the thing to really get excited about is their 

outdoor theatre experience happening for the first time over the summer. 

Wind in the Willows is always great fun and will be at Upton House for 

one night only on Fri 16 Aug 2019 18:30 - 21:00. Take your deck chairs 

and blankets and book a picnic from the cafe. Get your tickets quick!  

 

If you missed the Pop Art exhibition at Banbury Museum, you missed a 

treat, but don’t miss the new exhibition ‘The British Life Photography 

Awards Exhibition’ situated in its new PYE Gallery. Banbury is the first 

venue for this national touring exhibition. Expect humour as well as 

pathos. Support your local gallery, just £5 entry. Also this season the 

museum has a variety of family events for all ages. From the monthly 

Tuesday morning Mini Rockers Music club, story-telling, lino-printing, silk 

dying and (my favourite) the very popular Brick Jam lego sessions 

(booking essential!).  

 

Don’t forget to support local artists and plan a day (or two) to do a tour 

of venues involved in Oxfordshire Artweeks 

www.artweeks.org/festival. Lots of artists lay on a little refreshment, so it 

can be an enjoyable way to spend a Sunday - even better if you get on 

your bike and get some exercise out of it too! 

 

Further afield, you can combine a day shopping with a visit to the newly 

extended Milton Keynes Gallery, now with a lovely cafe. The opening 

exhibition, ‘The Lie of the Land’ (to 26 May 2019) explores the impact of 

modernisation on the landscape. A really diverse exhibition including 

Caneletto, Ruskin, Paolozzi, Jeremy Deller and Greenham Common 

Women’s Peace Camp amongst lots of others. www.mkgallery.org 

  
 

 

http://www.artweeks.org/festival
https://www.mkgallery.org/


Broughton and North Newington Cricket 

Work to the wicket has been taking place over the last few weeks 

and the season will soon begin.   Some of the team have been 

preparing with nets over the winter.  The first home match is a 

friendly on Saturday 27th April and the first competitive match is 

Saturday 11th May 

against Brill. 

There is a midweek 

20 over competition 

too.    

Support and new 

players gladly 

received.   

 

 

 

Broughton Castle 

The visiting season is upon us… a reminder of the open days. 

   



Blokes’ Book Club  

Roger Shapley organises a village book club (men only) here’s his 
take of their latest book and how the blokes responded to it.  
 
Home Fire by Kamila Shamsie.  
 

Published in 2017 this is Shamsie’s 
most radical exposure yet of the 
divisions experienced by a Pakistani 
family living in the UK and attempts to 
make sense of dual ethnicity, loyalty, 
love and civilised behaviour in a 
fractured society. It follows the history 
of two sisters and a brother and a 
father. The father becomes a Jihadist 
and dies having gone to Syria to 
become a terrorist before the children 
get to know him. It mirrors the Begum 
case now in the news and echoes the 
ancient Greek Antigone legend and 
describes radicalisation and its 
aftermath.  

 
The book provoked considerable dispute among the Blokes. It was 

certainly a page-turner but some thought it unhelpfully provocative 

and others thought-provoking in a really helpful and moving way. 

Whatever, an animated discussion developed covering what forms 

a modern society is it law or ethnicity, radicalisation, terrorism, 

prejudice and age, love despite religious divide and last but not least 

of course the behaviour of modern politicians and home secretaries 

in particular. We also had some thoughts about ourselves and how 

we develop our own belief and behaviour systems. All sounds a bit 

deep for a night in the Boozer but it made a welcome change from 

Man U and Arsenal and Brexit. 
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Thursday Club 

A Beetle Drive was held at the January meeting and in February a 

representative from Santander came along to advise on Safe 

Banking and avoiding scams.  

Future meetings will include the History of Sulgrave Manor by Mr 

Martin Sirot Smith and Mrs Jane Gower will give us a talk on her job 

as a Celebrant. 

These meetings are open to anybody who would like to come along 

and will be made very welcome.  There’s a £2.50 charge for non-

members.  We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month at 

Bishop Carpenter School at 7.30 p.m. For further information and 

meetings please look on the village website.   

North Newington Parish Council 

 
Our Parish Council meets on the first 

Tuesday of each month, at the school 

from 7pm.  Residents are welcome.   

Contact Elaine Boswell the Parish Clerk.  

We reproduce minutes here but a full 

record can be found on the village 

website: www.northnewington.wordpress.com 

 
Each year the Parish Council organise a less formal meeting and this 

year this is taking place on Tuesday 7th May from 7pm, at the 

school.  Refreshments will be provided on arrival with a short 

presentation from the Chairman, Finance Officer and a Village 

Improvement Group representative.   After an interval with more 

refreshments there will be a Q&A session.  This is a great 

opportunity to meet your Councilors and put your ideas, any 

concerns and questions forward.   

 
This is also a great opportunity to plug the Village Spring Clean on 
Saturday 6th April.  Meet at 1pm on the green by the notice 
board.  Gloves, litter picking stick and bin bags provided.    
Elaine can be contacted for more information on 01295 738803 



Draft Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Wednesday 

6th February 2019 at Bishop Carpenter School at 7.30pm.   

 Present: Cllrs P Espinaisse, S Holford, G Doidge & M Davison  Clerk: E 
Boswell Apologies:   Cllr P Stocks Guests:  None Public:  None  
  
1.  Minutes of the Previous Meetings  These were approved and signed  
2. Declaration of Interest – None  
3. Matters Arising  
 • Emergency planning – Check phone numbers & contact details – Current 
details all correct.  
• Parking – Following concerns from a resident experiencing significant 
difficulties accessing their property, in particular at school drop off & pick up 
times due to inconsiderate parking by parents, the Chair & Clerk met with the 
resident to explore possible solutions.  They reported back to the PC and after 
much discussion the PC resolved to purchase some temporary ‘no parking’ 
bollards, some of which can be kept by the resident, this will enable them to 
put them out when required but are not permanent, additional bollards will be 
kept by the PC to be used when necessary, proposed PE seconded SH all 
agreed.   They also met with the Head teacher at Bishop Carpenter to discuss 
the current issues.  The School have agreed to write to parents again during 
term time and at the start of term after the summer holidays reminding them 
to park safely and considerately. The School have also agreed to inform the 
PC of all upcoming events that may involve more visitors to the school, 
therefore increasing the volume of vehicles parked around the village, this will 
enable the PC to raise awareness to residents.  The PC will continue to 
monitor the issues surrounding inconsiderate parking and will liaise with the 
school where necessary.  
 
4. Planning Permission . 18/01918/F – Erection of a two storey, four bedroom 
dwelling with attached garage – variations to          planning approved 
16/02417/F – Pear Tree Cottage, Main St, North Newington, OX15 6AJ – 
GRANTED  
• 18/01913/F – Two -storey extension with flat roof ground floor ling and 
change in position of a previously permitted garage scheme – GRANTED  
• 19/00066/F – Lower ground floor extension to create garden/multi purpose 
room and garden storage with terrace at ground level – Longmead, School 
Lane, North Newington OX15 6AQ – The PC reviewed the plans and wishes to 
make no objections to the application and has no further observations.  
• 19/00147/F – Single storey oak framed garden room extension to rear – 
Briar Cottage, Banbury Road, North Newington OX15 6AB - The PC reviewed 
the plans and wishes to make no objections to the application and has no 
further observations.  
 
 
 



5. Finance Review of Income and Expenditure  -The monthly accounts were 
reviewed and signed off by the RFO & Chair. Bill payments – There were no 
bill payments this month  
 
6. Children’s Playground – Cllr Doidge carried out the playground inspection, 
there were no issues to report.    Defibrillator – The Clerk carried out the 
inspection on the 5th February; there were no issues to report.  
VAS Speed Sign – The battery was changed on 1st February – Cllr Espinaisse 
has offered to be the custodian of the spare battery and to charge & change 
it when necessary.  Cllr Espinaisse has also downloaded data from the speed 
sign and will continue to do this periodically with findings to be presented at 
the May open parish meeting.  It was noted that the verge hedge will need to 
be cut back in order that the sign can continue to operate efficiently, the 
Clerk will ask Mr Prickett if he can include this when he carries out the grass 
cutting.  
 
7.         Clerks Business  
 • Spring clean  - This years spring clean initiative organised by CDC starts on 
22nd March and runs until 15th April, after some discussion the PC decided to 
hold the village spring clean on 6th April at 1pm, the Clerk will advertise this 
in the next issue of the Gossip and also put notifications on face book and the 
website.  
• Salt – The extra salt that was being stored at Park Farm has now been 
distributed to half a dozen residents around the village, details of which the 
clerk has.  The PC also approved the purchase of two black storage bins (at a 
cost of appx £17.00 each) for some of the salt to be kept in.   
• Standing Orders – Cllr Holford has now signed these • Tombla pit – The 
Clerk is yet to get hold of the tenant to arrange the annual inspection.  
  
8. Village Improvement Group  - The next village event is ‘Wine Tasting’ 
which is being held at the school on 29th March, this will be subsidised by the 
VIG so anyone wishing to come along should book their place with Luci 01925 
730928 or Elaine 01295 738803, it has been advertised in the Gossip.  The 
VIG next meet in March date to be confirmed.  
• The Village Gossip – This has now been taken over by the Wild family who 
have just published their first edition and the initial feedback from residents 
has been very positive. (Editor’s note: thank you!) 
 9.     Any other matters for discussion     
 • Oxford County Council  - School transport to the Wariner  - Cllr Holford 
brought to the PC’s attention Oxfordshire County Councils changes to school 
transport for North Newington and 9 other surrounding villages.  The example 
timetable they have provided shows pick up times from 7am and drop off 
16:30pm for some villages.  Cllr Holford noted that due to the suggested 
timings many parents would elect to drive their children to school, which 
would significantly increase the amount of traffic in Bloxham and suggested 
the PC write to Bloxham PC to notify them of the changes, the PC agreed.   
(Editor’s note: this subject is ongoing with a revised timetable issued since 
the February meeting) 



Can your community support on-call firefighters? 

Hello, I am writing to you 

on behalf of Oxfordshire 

Fire & Rescue Service 

(OFRS) to see if you would 

be able to help spread the 

word about our recruitment 

drive for On-call 

Firefighters.  

On-call Firefighters are the 

backbone of our fire 

service. They may be 

employed full-time, work 

from home, parents or out 

of employment – whilst also being on hand to respond to emergency 

calls. They are trained and paid for their time and service and on 

average are expected to be called out two or three times each week 

for about an hour at a time, this can be at night or during the day. 

More information can be found online, search ‘OCC On call 

firefighters’  

Thanks, Becky Rimmer, Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue  

 

 

Volunteer Driver Service is a 
project operated by Citizens Advice 
North Oxfordshire and South 
Northants 
 
Anyone who lives in the Cherwell 
District can use the service, young or 
old. 
 
Please call: 0300 3030 12 

                           to book a journey or to find out more 

 



Crossword Time  We’re hoping to create a topical cross word 

for each edition.  This one has been devised by one of the junior 

members of our editorial team.  The TV show seems to be 

watched constantly in the editorial household. 

Across 

2. In series ten what city does Rachel almost move to? 

7. In The one where no one is ready, what does Joey stain 

Phoebe’s dress with? 

9. Who played Rachel Green? 

11. Which of Rachel’s sisters appears in the show first? 

12. How many towel categories does Monica have? 

13. How many babies does Phoebe give birth to? 

14. How many states does Joey think there are? 

16. What is the name of Joey’s agent? 

17. What does Ross dress up as for Monica and Chandler’s 

Halloween party? 

18. What is Ross to Monica? 

Down 

1. Who offers Rachel a job at Bloomindales? 

2. Who mugged Ross as a child? 

3. What does Phoebe find in her can of soda? 

4. What was the giant poking device made out of? 

5. What was the first gift that Phoebe got Joey to try and make 

Rachel move back I with her? 

8. Paul is known as the ‘what’ guy? 

10. What is the name of Dr. Drake Ramoray’s real twin? 

15. What is the name of Ross’s first child? 

18. Who gives Pheobe a football phone? 



 

 

  



 

 

The Hat Box 
By appointment 

 
Hat hire with the 
personal touch 

 
Elaine Barton 

 

Yew Tree Cottage, Broughton 
OX15 5ED 

Telephone 01295 709491 
Mobile 07450 147067 

elainebarton@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Baby sitting:  Village teenagers (tried and tested and prove very 

reliable) Esme Davison on 07433 559668, Anna Wild on 07423 128021 

and Noah Wild 07798 765343 

 

Let the editors know if you’d like your small business venture advertised 

(baby sitting, tutoring etc).     

 

With thanks to local businesses helping in a small but important way 
towards the costs of the Village Gossip.  Email us for rates & guidelines 
(free to residents and community / charity groups).  

 

thegossip@northnewington.info 
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Dates for Your Diary 

The Village Improvement Group is 

doing great work helping to boost 

community life of the village.   An 

evening of wine tasting was enjoyed at 

the end of March, held in the school 

hall.  Thanks to village resident and 

wine expert Dan Hart for passing on 

some of his wine appreciation.  

 

Village Screen: Peterloo 12th April, 7.30 

pm 

 

 

Visit the lambs at Broughton Grounds Farm: Saturday 20th April.   Phone 

or email in advance.  Tel 01295 730315 james@broughtongrounds.co.uk 

 

Bishop Carpenter School Spring Festival: Friday 3rd May (expect the village 

roads to be busy that afternoon) 

 

Village Screen: Bohemian Rhapsody 3rd May, 7.30 pm 

 

Parish Council opening evening:  Tuesday 7th May, the school, 7pm 

 

Broughton Fete: Saturday 8th June, Broughton Castle, 2pm till 5pm. 

 

NN Village Fete: Saturday 13th July. Usual attractions from 2pm with 

villagers and friends invited for food and drink on the field from 6pm.  This 

is the main village event of the year so do book into your diary. More 

details will follow in June’s edition of the Gossip.    

mailto:james@broughtongrounds.co.uk

