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NORTH NEWINGTON CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

FRIDAY 21 DECEMBER – BISHOP CARPENTER SCHOOL 

From 6pm there will be a party for all North Newington children, when 
Father Christmas will come and visit everyone with some presents. 
There will be hot dogs and party food for the children and the Elves 
will help with some great music and party lights and fun. 

After Father Christmas has gone back to the North Pole all the North 
Newington adults are welcome to join the party at 7.15pm. There will 
be Christmas nibbles, mulled wine and various other refreshments. So 
do come along and celebrate with your friends and neighbours. 

Our North Newington Quartet will entertain us with some Yuletide 
music and song, and the Hook Norton Brass band have been invited to 
help us all sing our favourite carols. 

So, children come along at 6pm and start the North Newington 
Christmas party and then the adults will continue the celebrations at 
7.15pm. Please look out for Father Christmas, too. 

Children are all welcome to the adult celebrations as long as they are 
accompanied by a responsible adult. Adults are also most welcome at 
the Children’s party. 

The Village Improvement Group look forward to welcoming you all to 
our Christmas celebrations on Friday 21 December at Bishop Carpenter 
School. 



VILLAGE VACANCIES 

JOIN THE VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT GROUP (VIG)  

We are looking for some new members to join the group to help out 
with all our social events. We meet every few months to sort out new 
events or plan the fete, arrange the Christmas Village evening or 
whatever ideas we come up with or ideas from other villagers. 

Please contact any member of the VIG for more information. Our 
meetings include wine and a few laughs. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Contact Luci on 01295 730928, or Mike, Sarah H, Elaine, Jess, Tris, 
Julian, Sarah D, Penny G, Richard or Trish 

VILLAGE GOSSIP EDITOR 

After two years as editors of The Gossip, we have decided it’s now 
time to pass it to someone else. It’s always been a bit of a juggle with 
children and jobs but as our children are entering different stages (the 
challenging twos!) it’s proving more difficult to find time to fit 
everything in. If you are interested in giving something back to the 
village and putting your own stamp on The Gossip please contact Karra 
on 07736666248.  

Cat and Karra x 



1st December 
11am-4pm 

 soup & hot dogs 
tea & cakes in Church 

House from 12 noon 

Coffee & Mulled 
Wine 

Adderbury 

From 11-1pm 
and 2-4pm 



Christmas Quiz  

 

@t th_ Blinking Owl 

Fri^[y 14th D_]_m\_r 2018 

8pm St[rt tim_. 

Your Host for th_ night is M[tt J_ssop  

£2 P_r P_rson to _nt_r th_ Quiz 

Xm[s h[mp_r [n^ R[ffl_ Priz_s to \_ won  

(r[ffl_ priz_s on th_ night [r_ w_l]om_) 

 

All Money taken on the night will go towards The Thames Valley Air 
Ambulance service 

 

 

everybody welcome  



NORTH NEWINGTON 
VIG SCREEN – 2018 / 2019 

Films for Dec 2018 to May 2019 
Fridays at 7-30pm (doors open at at 7-00pm) 

Bishop Carpenter School Hall on School Lane, North Newington 
Parking available in school yard 

Films are free, bring along your own beer or wine 
 

For more information or trailer videos on each film go to either: 

www.imdb.com   or      http://www.rottentomatoes.com/ 
NB: reviews below come from various published reviews and are not the views of the VIG Film group 

 

7th December  THE GREATEST SHOWMAN 

Hugh Jackman leads an all-star cast in this 

bold and original musical filled with 

infectious showstopping performances that 

will bring you to your feet time and time 

again. Inspired by the story of P.T. Barnum 

(Jackman) and celebrating the birth of show 

business, the film follows the visionary who 

rose from nothing to create a mesmerising 

spectacle. This inspirational film also stars 

Zac Efron, Michelle Williams, Rebecca 

Ferguson and Zendaya. 

 

 

28TH December Mamma Mia – Here we go again 

It is a follow-up to the 2008 film Mamma 

Mia!, which in turn is based on the musical 

of the same name using the music of 

ABBA. The film features an ensemble cast, 

including Lily James, Amanda Seyfried, 

Christine Baranski, Julie Walters, Pierce 

Brosnan, Andy García, Dominic Cooper, 

Colin Firth, Stellan Skarsgård, Jessica 

Keenan Wynn, Alexa Davies, Jeremy 

Irvine, Josh Dylan, Hugh Skinner, Cher, 

and Meryl Streep. Both a prequel and a 

sequel, the plot is set after the events of the 

first film, and also features flashbacks to 

1979, telling the story of Donna Sheridan's 

arrival on the island of Kalokairi and her 

first meetings with her daughter Sophie's 

three possible fathers.  
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18th Jan    Silence 
 

Two 17th-century Portuguese missionaries, Father Sebastian 
Rodrigues (Andrew Garfield) and Father Francisco Garupe 
(Adam Driver), embark on a perilous journey to Japan to find 

their missing mentor (Liam Neeson) who is rumored to 
have committed apostasy, and to propagate 

Catholicism. While there, the two men minister to the 
Christian villagers who worship in secret. If caught by feudal 
lords or ruling samurai, they must renounce their faith or face a 
prolonged and agonizing death 

Director: Martin Scorsese  

Stars: Andrew Garfield, Adam Driver, Liam Neeson  

 
 

8th Feb    Tea with the Dames 

Dames Eileen Atkins, Judi Dench, Joan Plowright and 

Maggie Smith have let the cameras in on a friendship that 

goes back more than half a century. The four acting greats 

discuss their careers and reminisce about their humble 

beginnings in the theatre.  Together, they're 342 years old. 

They're in their seventh decade of cutting-edge, epoch-

defining performances on stage and on screen. Funny, 

smart, sharp, competitive, tearful, hilarious, savage, clever, 

caustic, cool, gorgeous, poignant, irreverent, iconic, old, 

and unbelievably young. Special friends, special women 

and special dames: a chance to hang out with them all, at 

the same table, at the same time, and enjoy sparkling and 

unguarded conversation spliced with a raft of archive. 

1st March    Children Act 

As her marriage crumbles, a judge must decide a case involving 

a teenage boy who is refusing a blood transfusion on religious 

principle. Adapted by Ian McEwan from his 2014 novel and 

directed by Richard Eyre, “The Children Act” stars Emma 

Thompson as Fiona Maye, a British judge who must decide 

whether to require Adam, a 17-year-old with leukemia, to 

receive a blood transfusion. Adam is a Jehovah’s Witness, and 

blood transfusion runs counter to the religion’s tenets and his 

parents’ beliefs — and his own. Fiona visits him at the hospital 

before rendering a verdict. The encounter and the decision, and 

the asymmetries in the consequences for Adam and Fiona, 

reverberate through the rest of the action. Here, a beautifully 

internalized performance from Ms. Thompson and the various 

efforts to highlight the cinematic potential in Fiona’s anguish — 

the climax plays out during a piano recital — can’t override the 

tidy ironies of Mr. McEwan’s design. Fiona is a custodian of 

children who has no children. She is a gifted listener, yet is too 

professional and emotionally guarded to truly hear what Adam 

has to say. And as Fiona’s husband puts it, Fiona is an authority 

on family problems who neglects to address her own.  

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000217/?ref_=tt_ov_dr
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1940449/?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
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22nd March    A Star is Born 

Each generation has its own version of A Star Is Born, 

a timeless tale (prefigured by George Cukor’s What 

Price Hollywood?) of intersecting career trajectories. 

In the 1930s, William Wellman directed Janet Gaynor 

as the young actress on the way up who falls for 

alcoholic fading idol Fredric March. Judy Garland and 

James Mason reprised the roles in Cukor’s 1954 

classic, setting a musical template mirrored in 

subsequent versions. Barbra Streisand famously 

wanted Elvis to star opposite her in Frank Pierson’s 

70s remake but got Kris Kristofferson! Now, taking 

the tale to a 21st-century audience, we have Lady 

Gaga and Bradley Cooper: the former in her first big-

screen starring role, the latter making his startlingly 

assured directorial debut (he also produced, co-wrote 

the script and contributed to song composition). 

Capturing the slow grind of touring and the speedy ups 

and downs of pop stardom can be a notoriously tricky 

business. But from its uncannily realistic performance footage to pinpoint observations 

about modern in-ear monitors (“it’s just in my head; I need to be here”), this new 

incarnation of an old story paints a painfully precise portrait of life seen from the other 

side of the stage. 

 

12th April    Can you ever forgive me? 
 

Melissa McCarthy is an established, Oscar-nominated comedic talent, and 
while she’s shown the promise of her dramatic work here and there, she 
finally gets the dramatic role she deserves in Can You Ever Forgive Me? 
The real-life drama is a melancholic portrait of a sad, lonely, middle-aged 
woman who wonders if the best years of her life are far behind her. 
McCarthy imbues the performance with a twinkle of mischief, but mostly a 
heavy heart, and the result is a moving portrait of a complicated woman. 
Can You Ever Forgive Me? is based on the memoir of the same name by 
Lee Israel, who came to prominence in the 60s, 70s, and 80s as a 
biographer, but who found it difficult to get her work published in the early 
90s. Struggling to make ends meet, she stumbles upon the idea of using 
her writing talent to forge letters written by famous authors like Dorothy 
Parker, then sell them as memorabilia to book shops around Manhattan. 
But as her gambit grows larger, she draws the ire of the law. The forgeries 
are the main focus of the film’s plot, but the heart of the film is Lee’s 
relationship with Jack Hock (Richard E. Grant), an older gay man she meets 
in a bar (in the afternoon, of course) who quickly becomes her drinking 
buddy. Jack is full of vigor and confidence, but the façade hides his own 
sad, lonely soul—which is why he and Lee become so close. It’s clear in the 
film that Lee doesn’t have many, if any, friends, and her only treasured 
relationship is the one she has with her aging cat. She lets Jack in on her 
forgery secret, and together the two have the time of their lives. 

https://www.theguardian.com/music/lady-gaga
https://www.theguardian.com/music/lady-gaga
http://collider.com/tag/can-you-ever-forgive-me/


 
3rd May    Peterloo 

 

Mike Leigh brings an overwhelming simplicity and severity to 

this historical epic, There is force, grit and, above all, a sense of 

purpose; a sense that the story he has to tell is important and real, 

and that it needs to be heard right now.  

On 16 August 1819, at what we would now call a pro-democracy 

demonstration in St Peter’s Field, Manchester, an excitable band 

of cavalry and yeomanry – whose commander had airily 

absented himself for a day at the races – charged with sabres 

drawn into a crowd of 100,000 unarmed people, many of whom 

were unable to escape the enclosed space. The troops killed 18 

and injured hundreds more. It was Britain’s 19th-century mix of 

Sharpeville and Hillsborough. The government was entirely 

delighted with the result, and not displeased with the nickname 

“Peterloo”, as it felt like a rerun of its victory over Napoleon, the 

creature of something it continued to fear intensely: the French 

Revolution.  

Peterloo was eventually the seed of reform, and rooting out the 

political mendacity and bad faith that underpinned the massacre 

inspired a new wave of national journalism, giving rise to this 

paper’s ancestor, the Manchester Guardian. The protesters were 

complaining about taxation without representation: it wasn’t just 

the French Revolution the Hussars were trying to crush in St 

Peter’s Field, but the American Revolution, which had shown 

that defeating the British government was possible. And these 

were people, in any case, maddened with hunger, because corn 

law tariffs had barred imports of cheap grain from the continent. 

In 2018, our government is planning to stockpile food (and 

medicines) in the event of similar restrictions on trade. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/film/2016/jan/15/mike-leigh-interview
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/jan/04/peterloo-massacre-bloody-clash-that-changed-britain
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THURSDAY CLUB 

The last few meetings of the Thursday Club have been very well 
attended. 

Although the Thursday Club is mainly for ladies, we welcome anyone 
who would like to come along. The meetings are held at Bishop 
Carpenter School on the 4th Thursday of the month at 7.30pm. £2.50 
person for visitors which includes refreshments and a raffle. 

Our recent meetings have included a talk from Ruth Bubb who told us 
about the restoration of old paintings. Then Freya Hewins from “Giddy 
Glass” told us about the history of glass and brought along some glass 
items that she had made, for us to enjoy. In November we had a visit 
from Springfield Sanctuary which informed us about rescuing small 
animals. 

Our Christmas Tea Party will be on 13th December at St Mary’s House 
in Broughton. 

Please do keep an eye out for our future events which will be in the 
Gossip and the NN website, on the local ‘What is on’ page. See you all 
on the 4th Thursday of every month.  

Thanks, 

 Margaret Morgan, Shutford Road 

 
 

 

 

 



BLOKE’S BOOK CLUB 

The Silent Boy by Andrew Taylor 

Andrew Taylor writes historical thrillers in 
which he captures the atmosphere of time 
and place of his subject. The Silent Boy is a 
good example, being set during the early 
days of the French Revolution yet mainly in 
England. The story features Edward Savill, 
who appears in other books by Taylor, a 
man who is a reluctant spy. In summary, the 
plot embraces the son of Savill’s estranged wife being brought to 
England to escape the bloody excesses of the Revolution. But the 
horrors he, Charles, had witnessed in the context of living with a family 
of the nobility – and a terrible secret he holds – prevent the boy from 
speaking. Hence the book’s title. Most of us enjoyed the book, mainly 
for its tight, gripping suspense. The plot is quite complex and, on 
occasions, somewhat convoluted. It is perhaps over-long. But overall it 
is an easy page turner. In the main Taylor’s writing was praised, but not 
universally so. One comment pointed to an undue use of ‘cliché’. Charles 
is the focal point of the story; he is the partial narrator….without 
speaking out loud! The portrayal of Charles is at times quite moving as 
he seeks to deal with his trauma in a highly individual way. Much of the 
action is set in London, which for some evoked the writing of Dickens, 
not just for the setting but also for the commentary of social life in the 
capital during these times. It is a book eminently suitable for a few 
hours in an aeroplane. 

 

Paul Miller 



A Horse Walks into a Bar by David 
Grossman 

Difficult, challenging, laugh a minute, tear-
jerking, boring, repetitive, thought –provoking, 
all of these but it lives on as a reminder of how a 
life might be better lived. As you can see we had 
a good time with much discussion and much 
acceptable disagreement. The narrative describes 
one evening in the life of an Israeli stand-up-
comic working in Netanya in Israel and trying to entertain an audience 
which in some way reflects the diversity of any population. He has also 
invited an old school friend in the hope that he might understand the 
personal dilemmas facing the comic. The personal dilemmas inevitably 
translate into the social, national and religious problems confronting the 
world of today. Answers? Read the book and see. Not easy but 
beautifully and tragically put together. 

Roger Shapley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BISHOP CARPENTER SCHOOL FOREST SCHOOL  

Volunteering opportunity  

As some of you may be aware the 
school runs regular forest school 
sessions with their pupils. Mrs Lyons, 
the forest school leader is looking for 
volunteers to help support the children 
during these sessions. 

No special skills are necessary (as is demonstrated by the only volunteer 
assisting at present, former North Newington resident Mrs Mary Harvey!) 

The sessions are run in 6 weekly blocks during term 2, (November / 
December) term 4 (March / April ) and term 6 (June / July) and take 
place on a Thursday. 

Volunteers are needed for two separate sessions either 10.45-11.50am 
or 1.00-2.30pm. 

Can you help? Do you have an hour or two to spare? Please contact the 
School and ask for Mrs Sharon Lyons for more details and a chat.  

Thank you so much for your time. 

Bishop Carpenter School: 01295 730404 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LIGHTS OF LOVE 2018 

You are warmly invited to our services in Banbury and Brackley to come 
together with other members of our community to remember loved ones 
who are no longer with us. You are most welcome to dedicate a light on 
the Christmas tree and leave a handwritten message in one of our books 
of remembrance – please visit www.khh.org.uk/lights to do so. Led by 
the hospice chaplain, a special part of the service is the blessing of the 
books of remembrance which this year will contain your personal 
handwritten messages. Our Lights of Love events are open to everyone, 
but if you are unable to attend in person you can still dedicate a light 
and your message will be displayed in the books of remembrance at 
your chosen service. 

Lights of Love Brackley – St Peter’s Church, Tuesday 4 December, 
7.30pm 

Lights of Love Banbury – St Mary’s Church, Thursday 6 December, 7pm 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A VERY BIG THANK YOU FROM 
EVERYONE AT KATHARINE HOUSE 

To everyone in our community who has donated, run marathons, 
climbed mountains, baked cakes, raced cars, or bikes, or boats. To 
people who chucked their change in a bucket in the town centre, or 
popped in to hand over a cheque. To Midnight Walkers and Santa Fun 
Runners, shoppers and raffle ticket buyers. To carers, to doctors and 
nurses, to volunteers who give up their time to care for people facing 
life-limiting illness: We just want to wish you a very Merry Christmas and 



a Happy New Year, from everyone at Katharine House. We couldn’t do 
what we do without your support. And we just want to say a very big 
thank you. This year we’ve cared for around 1,000 people. Every one of 
them made an impact on us, and we hope we’ve been able to make a 
similarly positive impact on them. We believe that everyone facing life-
limiting illness in our community should have the opportunity to continue 
a full and vibrant life until their last moments, and that their friends and 
family should be supported after they’re gone. Because we believe that 
every individuals journey matters. 

It costs £4.5 million to provide our services each year. 75% of that 
comes from people like you, as well as local business and trusts. The 
kindness and generosity you show year after year by donating, visiting 
our shops or taking part in an event really does make a huge difference 
to local people at their most difficult times. We really couldn’t do what 
we do without you. Thank you again. From everyone at Katharine House 
Hospice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OXFORDSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE 
SERVICE – COOKING FIRES 

All it takes is one distraction 

Did you know that 1 in 3 people rescued from house fires in 
Oxfordshire are rescued from cooking fires? Or that distraction is the 
main cause of cooking fires? 

 It's easy to get distracted - the phone rings, someone's at the door 
or a TV show catches your attention. If you need to leave your 
cooking, even for a couple of minutes:  

 turn down the heat  

 set the timer 

 ask someone to watch it for you  

Or could find that Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service firefighters join 
you for dinner! 

Find out more at: www.365alive.co.uk/cooking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

DO YOU HAVE A SPARE ROOM IN YOUR HOUSE?  

Share your home and make a difference 

Do you feel that you could offer support to someone in order to make a 
difference to their life? If so, you could be just the person we are 
looking for. 

The Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme supports carers to provide paid 
care and support in their own home to vulnerable adults. People who 
use the service need practical and emotional support in order to live 
their lives more fully and independently and feel part of a family 
household. They may have a learning disability, physical disability or 
mental health need or they could be an older person or someone with 
dementia. 

Here in Oxfordshire we are keen to recruit people from all walks of life 
who feel they can offer this type of paid support in their own home. It 
could be anything from occasional short breaks or day time support 
through to a longer term full time arrangement. The support that our 
carers give makes a huge difference to the lives of people using the 
service, often enabling them to experience new opportunities and reach 
new goals. 

No matter what type of arrangement our carers provide, they all receive 
on-going support and training from a team of qualified social workers to 
ensure delivery of high quality, person centred care. They could also be 
paid up to just over £400 per week for each person they support. 

There are also regular opportunities to meet up with other carers and 
people who use the service at social and information events so a wider 
support network is also available. 



If you have a spare room to offer and would like to play a key part in 
making a positive difference to someone’s life, then we really want to 
hear from you! 

Call the Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme on 01865 897971 or visit our 
website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives  

We are also holding a drop-in session for people to come and find out 
more about the service by chatting to other carers, social workers from 
the Shared Lives Team and people using the service. This will be held on 
Thursday 6 December between 1.00 pm and 2.30 pm at Abbey House, 
Abbey Close, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 3JD. 

We look forward to meeting you!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
North Newington Parish Council – MN09/18 

 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 2nd October 2018 at Bishop Carpenter School at 7.30pm.  
 
Present: Cllrs P Stocks, P Espinaisse M Davison & S Holford 
 Clerk E Boswell 
Apologies:   Cllr G Doidge 
Guests:  None 
Public:  None 
 

 
1.  Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
 These were agreed and signed 

• Following some discussion the PC resolved to publish the minutes in the village newsletter, The 
Village Gossip, which is produced and delivered bi-monthly.  Proposed PE seconded PS all agreed. 

 
2. Declaration of Interest – Cllr Espinaisse declared an interest in the planning application 18/01594/F 
 
3. Matters Arising 
 

• Clerk’s annual review – The PC agreed that the Clerks duties are being carried out in a satisfactory 
manner with no issues to report.  The Clerk will continue to be reviewed annually.  Proposed PE 
seconded SH all agreed. 

• Standing Orders annual review – The PC reviewed the current Standing Orders and resolved to make 
some amendments to include updated banking & financial agreements processes and new GDPR 
legislation.  The Clerk will update them and present to the PC for approval at the next meeting.  
Proposed PE seconded MD all agreed. 

 
4. Planning Permission 
 

• 18/00224/TCA – G1 x7 Leylandii – Cut back to 2.5m above ground level – Hilltop Bungalow – GRANTED 
• 18/01594/F – Erection of detached garage, and sliding gate with associated alterations – Treetops, School 

Lane, North Newington OX15 6AQ – As Cllr Espinaisse had declared an interest in this application he took 
no part in the discussions.  
Whilst the Parish Council has no objection in principal to the erection of a detached garage, the plan appears 
to be flawed, as it does not indicate exactly where the two bay garage development will be sited. The 
Council wishes to make the following comments and observations: The site should retain parking and 
manoeuvring areas. The plans suggest the overall proposed height of the development will exceed 6 meters, 
the Council believes this will have a visual impact on neighbouring properties Firgrove & Highgrove and 
Homeward & Roselyn opposite, furthermore the development could, depending where it is sited, impede the 
visibility for vehicles turning onto School Lane from Firgrove & Highgrove.  The Council suggests that the 
proposed garage should be sited 4m back from the existing front stone boundary to ensure it does not 
obstruct highway visibility for neighbouring properties Firgrove & Highgrove and to help minimise its visual 
impact on the street view as a whole.  In terms of the proposed materials the application simply states 
‘stone’, the Council would encourage the use of Ironstone.  The use of reconstructed stone would not be 
acceptable, as it would cause harm to the character of the street scene.  Should planning permission be 
granted one of the conditions should be that the use of the building is as specified and shall remain ancillary 
to the dwelling house Treetops. 
 

5. Finance 
Review of Income and Expenditure  - The monthly accounts were reviewed by the Responsible Finance 
Officer at this meeting, they were found to be a correct and accurate account.  Proposed SH seconded 
PE.   
Bill payments – The following bill payments were presented to and approved for payment by the PC. 
I. Chq no: 300118 £389.84 – L Simmonds Builders – supply & installation of concrete posts 
II. Chq no: 300119 £132.00 – Road Signs Direct – supply of ‘no parking’ signs 
III. Chq no: 300120 £519.31 – Glasdon UK Ltd – supply of 2 dog bins 
IV. Chq no: 300121 £ 96.10 – Cherwell District Council – emptying of dog bin 
V. Chq no: 300122 £ 13.49 – P Espinaisse – fittings for signs & dog bins 

 



 
6. Children’s Playground – As Cllr Doidge was not present findings of his inspection will be noted at the next 

meeting. 
  

Defibrillator – The Clerk carried out the inspection on 2nd October; there were no issues to report. 
 
 
7.         Clerks Business 

• Main Green Oak Tree – The Clerk has submitted the relevant notice of intent for tree works to CDC and is 
awaiting approval. 

• Main Street Drainage – During the recent heavy rainfall, pictures of the drain were taken clearly showing it 
overflowing and flooding on to Main Street.  The Clerk has reported the findings to Highways. 

• Vehicle activated speed signs – This has been ordered with delivery expected to take 6-8 weeks. 
• ‘No parking’ signs – These have arrived and been installed.  
• Additional dog bins – These have arrived and been installed, one is located at the bottom of School Lane 

fixed to the footpath post & the other is located at the end of Shutford Road also fixed to the footpath sign. 
• Trees of remembrance project – Cllr Stocks has been in discussion with the Headmistress at Bishop 

Carpenter School who would be delighted to have the sapling & plaque installed at the school as part of their 
remembrance service.  They are due to arrive in November and the Clerk will collect them from CDC and 
deliver them to the school. 

• Poppy appeal door-to-door collection – A resident from Shutford who is organising the collection has 
offered to collect in North Newington too. 

• Handyman – The Clerk reported that she had received no response from the advert placed in the Gossip.  
However, Mr Simmonds who supplied and installed the concrete posts has said he would be happy to carry 
out some of the odd jobs, after some discussion the PC agreed to use him as the village ‘handyman’ 
proposed PE seconded PS all agreed.  The Clerk will liaise with him in order to complete the following 
outstanding jobs; 

I. Salt bag distribution form Park Farm to locations around the village 
II. Mending & refurbishing village notice board 
III. Fixing gate buffer to gate in playground 
IV. Clearing overgrown foliage from the Jitty 

 
8. Village Improvement Group  - The next meeting is scheduled for 30th October. 
 
9.     Any other matters for discussion    
 

• Cllr Espinaisse noted that due to the sad passing of Alan Craven School Lane no longer has a neighbourhood 
watch representative.  After some discussion it was suggested that the PC ask the editors of the Gossip to 
advertise for volunteers to take over the post and also to publish details of how residents can register directly 
with the Thames Valley police Alert, Community Messaging service, the details of which he passed to the 
Clerk to forward to the Gossip, the Clerk will also publish on the website. 

 
 

The next meeting will be on 6th November 2018 
 
The PC carried out at fire drill at 8.20pm, there were 5 people who evacuated the school in appx 2 mins. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm 
 

 



LETTERS TO THE GOSSIP 

To the Village Gossip: 

After reading the August issue. I would like to correct a few points. 

1) In fact the village hall is the Sports Club. This was built between both 
villages when the old village hall in North Newington became 
unsafe and was pulled down. 

2) The Sports Club has both a cricket and football section.

3) The Sports Club is used daily as a village hall to run the Castle Pre-
School. 

4)The School was not built as a village hall. When the old village hall 
was unsafe the sports club was erected to replace the old hall funded 
by money loaned by several village residents. 

5) I am going back around 50 years ago so many villagers are unaware 
of these facts.

Anon. 

Reply from the VIG to the above letter: 

Thanks for your letter. The VIG are well aware the School was not built 
as a village hall, we simply meant we use it as one, when it is 
available. The Sports and Social Club has some excellent uses, but is 
quite a long walk from the village, with no footpaths so that is why we 
use the school for some village events. The VIG have, in the past, used 
the Sports and Social Club for various music events and social events. 
The village is very grateful for the money which funded the Social Club. 
Thanks for your letter.  

Luci Jordan (VIG member) 



Julian’s Jokes  

 

I took out a loan to pay for an exorcism. If I don’t pay it back, I’m 
going to get repossessed. 

*** 

Interviewer: What would you consider one of your strengths? 

Me: I perform under pressure. 

Interviewer: Can you give me an example? 

Me: (deep breath) 

Mm ba ba de 

Um bum ba de 

Um bu bu ba de 

PRESSURE. Pushing down on me … 

*** 

Not knowing about Greek mythology is my Achilles’ horse. 

 




