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thegossip@northnewington.info 

The Village Gossip 



Village bits and bobs 
Dont forget… 
From now on, if you have books, DVDs and anything which we could sell at the 
Bric a Brac stall next July, please don't throw them away, keep to one side for 
our fete next July. I know it’s very early to think about this, but time flies!! 
Also if you are a gardener, maybe think about planting/planning something for the 
flower stall. Your full grown plants can join the stall on July 13th. 

Village flower tubs 
By the time you read this, the tubs may have been planted up for the Autumn 
season, but just so you all know, from now on as a huge thank you to the school, 
the VIG with our community support, will be planting up the school flower tubs in 
the entrance area, twice a year, to say ‘Thanks for being our village hall’.... we 
could not function without our school and it’s support. 
Of course any help with this would be gratefully received as with all our village 
tubs. 
A few wooden tubs will be replaced this Autumn as they are beginning to 
collapse... they last about 10 years.... for your information. 

Dates for your Diary 
Our Christmas celebration with Father Christmas and Carol’s will be on Friday 21st 
December at the school, beginning with the children’s party at 6.30pm and 
continuing with the adult celebration and NN quartet afterwards. All this will be 
confirmed in the December ‘Gossip’. 

The summer fete next year will be on July 13th, so please put these dates in your 
diaries. 

Our 2019 Autumn ‘Har-Fest’ will be next September, with the exact dates to be 
confirmed. For all our new villagers, this is our fruit, veg and art show for all ages. 

If anyone has any other ideas for a village events, film, kid’s film or anything else, 
please let us know (the VIG). 

On a final note ... a warm welcome to any new arrivals to the village and do say 
hallo and make yourselves known... Happy Autumn to one and all. 
Luci Jordan (Village VIG member) 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
A very big THANK YOU to everyone who came to our Macmillan Coffee Morning on 
Friday 28th September - and to those who sent donations in their absence.  We 
raised the grand sum of £360!!  Gill and Sally 



Could you be a School Governor? 
Bishop Carpenter Church of England Primary School sits at the heart of North 
Newington Village. It educates children from the village and surrounding area.  
Although it is a modest size, we are proud of our school which was recently rated 
GOOD by OFSTED. 
We are looking for a School Governor. Could you step forward? 
 
About Our School 
In addition to being part of the Warriner Multi-Academy Trust, Bishop Carpenter is a 
Church of England School, so we are fortunate to have support for both the 
processes we follow, and for the moral and spiritual development of our children.  
As well as following the National Curriculum, our children participate in a wide range 
of enrichment activities at Easter, Harvest Festival and Christmas, rural traditions 
such as May Day, and a plethora of clubs; French, Spanish, football, basketball, table 
tennis, Forest School, sewing, violin, flute, clarinet, saxophone and stamp collecting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About being a Governor 
We are looking for a new school Governor to join our Local Governing Body, which 
helps to oversee the success of the school.  We already have a good number of 
parents of our children on our Governing body and would be very interested in 
someone else from North Newington stepping forward to join us and broaden our 
skills and perspective. 
Why do we need Governors? 
We must have a Governing Body by law. Governing is about agreeing priorities and 
monitoring progress towards them. It is a strategic function, not an operational one. 
It is not about running or managing the school – that is the job of the Head Teacher 
and senior staff. 
Governance is about providing constructive support and challenge to the school’s 
leaders to enable them to do their job to the best of their ability. 



The Government has high expectations of us to: 
 set the vision and ethos 
 establish strategic direction 
 promote high standards of educational achievement 
 appoint the Head Teacher; hold them to account for the performance of 

students & staff 
 oversee the financial performance of the school, making sure money is well 

spent 
 

Many thanks for your interest. 
If you would like an informal conversation, please send me a text or an email to 
07753 581460 sue.priest@scienceclubz.com and I can arrange to meet you.  
Sue Priest 
Chair of Governors, Bishop Carpenter CE Primary School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Blokes’ Book Club     
 

 
 
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 
 
Two of us managed to read the book, Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison but it provoked 
a lively meeting nonetheless. 
 
The book was published in 1952 and was Ellison’s first and only novel, taking seven 
years to write. It rapidly received widespread accolades in the USA and is still 
reckoned to be eighteenth out of the hundred best American novels of all time. 
 
The narrator who is never named, is a young black scholarship student at an all-
black college in the South funded by wealthy white trustees.  The narrator is 
expelled for spurious reasons and subsequently has to find his way in New York 
where he is eventually discovered by the Brotherhood, a communist group. They feel 
his leadership skills will assist their movement. He discovers that racial and black 
issues are used unscrupulously by the Brotherhood to further their own ends 
 
The book describes a series of appalling racial events and the narrator’s reflexions 
on them.  In essence he only starts to discover himself by assuming invisibility. 
 
This relates to that particular period in American history but resonates with the 
stresses both political and personal of our own times. 
 
It’s a strong book, fantastically well-crafted and utterly gripping.  If you go for it give 
yourself time to savour it. 
 
Roger Shapley 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



VIG Screen 
 

Fridays at 7.30pm (doors open at 7.00pm)  
Bishop Carpenter School Hall on School Lane, North Newington  
 
  

                                                         
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                                                             

 

 

                                                            



10th AnniversAry
OxfOrd

hArmOny

2008  2018

Harmony

An afternoon of music from award-winning a capella chorus
with special guests 

Crescendo and Paul Mayhew-Archer 
and musicians from St Helen & St Katharine School

Featuring 
Duncan Bhaskaran Brown  ‘The Civic Coach’ as MC

10thAnniversary
Show

10th AnniversAry 2008 – 2018

3pm Saturday 13th October 2018
Yolande Paterson Hall, St Helen & St Katharine School, 

Faringdon Road, Abingdon OX14 1BE
Tickets from: tickets@harmonyinspires.org or call 07557 519481

Adult £10, Under 18s £5, Family (2 adult/2 child) £25



 

 

NEW SHORT FILM CAPTURES THE ESSENCE OF KATHARINE HOUSE 
Katharine House is thrilled to share with you a brand new video showing you what 
our hospice is like. If you ever need to visit the hospice, or know someone who 
does, it'll show you what you can expect. If you've run, baked or cycled to raise 
money for us, you can see how your fabulous hard work has helped countless 
people in your community. You can see the film at www.khh.org.uk/film 
 
 
SANTA FUN RUN: SUNDAY 2 DECEMBER (10AM) (flyer attached) 
On 2nd Dec, join hundreds of others for the 9th Santa Fun Run for Katharine House 
Hospice at Wykham Park Academy in Banbury. Test your ability, or challenge your 
pals and colleagues on a 4k or 1k course, and enjoy live music, delicious food and 
entertainment. Most of all have fun and get in the Christmas spirit. You'll get a free 
Santa suit and a medal when you complete the course. Please join team Santa and 
help support local people facing life-limiting illness today. Sign up at 
www.khh.org.uk/santa 
 
 
LIGHTS OF LOVE 2018 
You are warmly invited to our services in Banbury and Brackley to come together 
with other members of our community to remember loved ones who are no longer 
with us. You are most welcome to dedicate a light on the Christmas tree and leave a 
handwritten message in one of our books of remembrance – please visit 
www.khh.org.uk/lights to do so. 
 
Led by the hospice chaplain, a special part of the service is the blessing of the books 
of remembrance which this year will contain your personal handwritten messages. 
Our Lights of Love events are open to everyone, but if you are unable to attend in 
person you can still dedicate a light and your message will be displayed in the books 
of remembrance at your chosen service. 
 
Lights of Love Brackley – St Peter’s Church, Tuesday 4 December, 7.30pm 
Lights of Love Banbury – St Mary’s Church, Thursday 6 December, 7pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAKE A WILL WEEK: 15-19 OCTOBER 
For one week in October local solicitors and Will writers have kindly agreed to waive 
their fees for writing or amending a basic Will for donations to Katharine House. 
 
If you’ve been thinking about making or amending a Will, there’s no better time to 
ensure loved ones are looked after according to your wishes, and help Katharine 
House at the same time. In recognition of the time and expertise involved in 
preparing your Will, we ask that you make a donation in line with the fee normally 
charged by the participating practices. 
 
Simply choose a participating solicitor or Will writer from the list at 
khh.org.uk/willweek and book your appointment with them today. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Appeal for Oxfordshire Memories and Objects from 
the Second World War to the 1970s from the 
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum 
 
The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum (SOFO) in Woodstock is planning a new 
1930-1970s Oxfordshire exhibition and is now appealing to the public for help 
filling new displays with local stories and mementos.  
 
The new exhibit will link the home front and domestic experience more closely 
with the county’s military history and tell the stories of the women and children 
living in close proximity to the various military bases and locations that feature 
so heavily in the area’s history.  
 
One example is a child’s necklace given to a young Oxfordshire girl during the 
Second World War, having been made by a German POW held at a local camp. 
Local POWs often made toys and children’s playthings to sell for a little extra 
cash. The necklace was kindly donated to the museum by Rosemary Warner 
from Witney. 
 
A set of dog-tags also planned to feature in the upcoming exhibition form a 
reminder of one young man’s time in the Stalag Luft III camp, now in Poland, 
and infamous as the location of ‘The Great Escape’. Sgt Leslie Mitchell from 
Woodstock was captured aged just 19 after his plane came down in 1940. He 
remained a prisoner until 1945. All the time he kept in touch with home, and the 
letters sent to him provide a fascinating insight into war-time Oxfordshire. 
 
 
SOFO Museum would be delighted to hear from anyone that could help with this 
appeal by donating their own objects, photos and stories. Please contact SOFO 
at: oxfordshirehome@sofo.org.uk.  Alternatively, stories and images can be 
uploaded to the SOFO website directly by going to: 
http://www.sofo.org.uk/storiesofconflictcounty/ 
 
 
SOFO also plans to take boxes of objects out into the community for 
reminiscence and outreach work with objects, magazines, photographs and 
music to reflect a number of themes, including: 
1. Childhood  
2. Home Sweet Home 
3. Working Week 
4. School Days 
5. Saturday Night Out 
6. Celebrations and Jubilations 
7. Keep the Home Fires Burning (WW2) 
8. We're All Going on a Summer Holiday 
9. Hobbies and Gardening 
10. Local Oxfordshire Life - Town and Gown, Farming, Markets, Transport 



 
Vicki Wood, SOFO’s Education and Outreach Officer, says: 
“We are looking to local people to help us find the stories and mementos for the 
displays and reminiscence boxes. Do you have small objects or photographs of 
domestic life in Oxfordshire from about 1930 to 1970? We’re looking for 
ordinary items that are typical of each era – perhaps baby clothes, children’s 
toys, empty tins and packets, and items from the home. Perhaps you have 
diaries, letters or memorabilia from family members who lived through the 
Home Front in the Second World War, post-war National Service or the Cold 
War?” 
 
SOFO Museum would also like to thank Owen Mumford for sponsoring our 
reminiscence work. 
 
Press Photography Opportunity: 
 
On Friday 31st August 2018 a considerable donation of material to SOFO will be 
made by the family of Charles Jacobs MBE, a Private in the Queen’s Own 
Oxfordshire Hussars during the First World War and a Pioneers Corp Major in 
the Second. The donated materials will include medals from WW1 and WW2, 
German memorabilia, his WW2 camp bed, a photographic record of the War 
Trials at Ravensbruck Concentration Camp, as well as his MBE - awarded just 
after the war. He was a life-long Oxford man originating on Osney Island, and 
Charles’ pre-WW1 QOOH uniform had been donated to SOFO a number of years 
ago. His family are thrilled to find a home for the rest of this collection. 
 
SOFO and the family of Charles Jacobs welcome a press presence on the day, which 
provides an opportunity to photograph the process of the museum accepting 
donations of items for the upcoming exhibition, as well as the unique collection 
itself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lest We Forget 

At 11.00am on the 11th November 2018, the nation will fall silent to remember the 
end of the First World War.  This was described at the time as “the war to end all 
wars” with over 16.5 million military and civilian deaths.  Only 53 civil parishes in 
England and Wales had all serving personnel return, they were known as the 
Thankful Villages.  North and Newington and Broughton were not Thankful Villages, 
13 villagers died fighting in the First World War.  They were: 

Frank William MARSHALL 
Lance Corporal, D Company, 1st Battalion, The Gloucestershire Regiment, 3 Brigade, 
1st Division. Army no. 9631 
He died from his wounds on 1 November 1914 received in the first battle of Ypres. 
He was 20.  
He was the son of Joseph Marshall of North Newington 
He is remembered  on panel  22 and 34 of the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres 

Joseph GARDNER 
Lance Corporal, 1st Battalion, The Duke of Edinburgh's (Wiltshire Regiment), 7 
Brigade, 25th Division. Army no. 19749. He was formerly Private, The Oxfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. Army no. 13965 
He was killed in action on 6 July 1916 in the Battle of Albert. He was 21 
He was the son of Edward and Selina Gardner but he lived with his Grandparents, 
Richard and Sarah in Broughton 
He is buried in grave II M 5, Connaught Cemetery, Thiepval 

Fred Mead HANCOCK 
Lance Corporal, 2nd/1st Worcester Yeomanry (The Queen's Own Worcestershire 
Hussars). Army no. 2793 
He died on 25 June 1915. He was 31 
He is buried in the Churchyard of St Mary the Virgin, Broughton 
Additional information 
His name also appears on the memorial in Wyre Piddle 

George BUTLER 
Private, 5th Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. 
Army no. 10303 
He died from his wounds on 5 October 1915. He was 21.  
He was the son of William and Mary Ada Butler of Broughton. 
He is buried in the Churchyard of St Mary the Virgin, Broughton 

Edward Davis CARTER 
Gunner, C Battery, Royal Field Artillery, 162nd Brigade. Army no. 107893 
He was killed in action on 12 December 1917. He was 24 
He was the son of Ellen Carter, Fletcher House, North Newington. 
He is buried in grave XVI H 20 Tyne Cot Cemetery  



Arthur CLUTTERBUCK 
Private, 5th Battalion, Princess Charlotte of Wales's (Royal 
Berkshire Regiment) 36 Brigade, 12th Division. Army no. 37712 He was 
formerly Private, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, Army no. 
12825 
He died on 5 April 1918 from the wounds he received at the Battle of the Ancre. He 
was 23 
He was the son of Thomas H and Ann Clutterbuck of North Newington. 
He is buried in grave I L 12 Varennes Military Cemetery 

Sydney COOLING 
Private, 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards. Army no. 23310 
He died from his wounds on 26 August 1918. He was 27 
He was the son of Frances Cooling of Broughton and the late James E Cooling. 
He is buried in grave A 8 Two Tree Cemetery, Moyenneville 
Additional information 
His name is spelt Couling in UKSWD 

Harry DALE 
Driver, Royal Field Artillery, 11th Division Ammunition Column. Army no. 119264 
He was killed in action on 5 June 1917. He was 17 
He was the son of Emmanuel and Mary A Dale 
He is buried in grave I C 5 Wulverghem-Lindenhoek Road Military Cemetery 

John Eustace TWISTLETON - WYKEHAM FIENNES
Captain 2nd Battalion Gordon Highlanders
Died of wounds received during the Battle of Arras on 18th June 1917. He was 21
He was the son of Lt Col. The Hon. Sir Eustace Fiennes and Hon Lady Fiennes OBE
He is buried in Duisans British Cemetery in Etrun

Frederick GASCOIGNE 
Private, 6th Battalion, King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment), 38 Brigade, 13th 
Division. Army no. 23280 
He died probably from disease on 2 July 1916. He was 30 
He was the son of James E and Mary Gascoigne of North Newington and the 
husband of Eva J Gascoigne, The Nurses Home, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
London. He is buried in grave XI D 13 Amara War Cemetery 

George Enos GREEN 
Private, 1st/4th Battalion The Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 145 Brigade, 48th Division. 
Army no. 16335 
He was killed in action on 16 August 1917 in the Battle of 
Langemarck. He was 37 
He was son of George and Emma and the husband of Gertrude 
R Green 
He is remembered on panel 96 to 98 of the Tyne Cot Memorial 
 



Owen HARVEY 
Private, 2nd/6th Battalion, The Royal Warwickshire Regiment, 182 Brigade, 61 
Division. Army no. 24582 
He was killed in action on 1 June 1918. He was 21 
He was the son of Joseph and Mary E Harvey 
He is buried in grave III B 7 Aire Communal Cemetery, France

Albert GRANT 
Private, 7th Battalion, The Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) 153 Brigade, 51 
Division. Army no. S/40966 
He was killed in action on 9 April 1918 in the battle of Estaires. He was 23 
He was the son of George T and Eliza Grant, North Newington 
He is remembered on panel 78 to 83 of the Loos Memorial 

John William WELBANK 
Gunner, D Battery, Royal Field Artillery, 286th Brigade. Army no. 179663 
He was killed in action on 11 October 1918. He was 35 
He was the husband of Carrie Welbank of North Newington. 
He is buried in grave II C 4 Naves Communal Cemetery 
Extension 

There is a plaque on the North wall of Broughton Church that bears their names 
and the names of the 8 villagers who were killed serving in the Second World War 

So on the 11th November when we remember all those who died during the First 
World War, let’s spare a moment to remember the people who walked our streets, 
attended our school and went to our church 

Lest We Forget 



Banbury & District 

Table Tennis Association

North Newington BCS 
Community Table Tennis Club

Further details contact 

Julian Woodward
Tel no. 07956 227546
julian@woowar.com

Supported by Eric Barlow TTE coach
Contact: eric.barlow@outlook.com

Learn to play table tennis at  
North Newington BCS TT Club

Monday Match Nights 
• B&DTTA league teams 7 pm

Wednesday club nights
• Juniors 6 pm
• This Girl Can – only females 7 pm
• Players practice 8 – 9.45

Thursday BCS after school clubs
• 3 ‐ 4.15 pm beginners
• 4.15 – 5.30 experienced juniors

7. 15 – 9  pm Friday at BGN School
• League coaching academy – Eddie Roofe

NN BCS TTC Weekly Events



Banbury & District 

Table Tennis Association

North Newington BCS Table Tennis Club
New ‘learn to play table tennis’ initiative :‐ women only 

7 – 8 pm starting 
Wednesday 12th September 

at Bishop Carpenter School 

Free during September and October

• Just girls – mother & daughter
combinations!

• Be active, make friends, have fun, relax &
enjoy the benefits from participation

• If never played before learn new skills
and a sport. Fun games.

• Coaching and equipment provided
• All ages welcome

For further details contact eric.barlow@outlook.com or tel. 738798



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Will Brown’s Kindling  
 

Get yourself ready for winter… 
 

£4.50 for a (approx.) 5kg bag of kindling delivered to your door. 
 

Better value than B&Q, Tesco, Hillier, Esso, Amazon + many 
other outlets and they don’t deliver to your door! 

 
Contact Will on 07572 158820 
Longmead, School Lane, North Newington 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Our Boys 1914-1918 
From the workhouse boy who became an early submariner to the officer who 
proved to be not quite the gentleman, all of society can be found in local 
historian Julie Ann Godson’s new book. Our Boys 1914-1918: who were the 
fallen of one Oxfordshire valley? traces the very varied lives of the 48 boys and 
men from the Lower Windrush Valley who fell in the First World War. 
 
Where many acts of Remembrance conjure up images of manicured cemeteries 
and ranks of crosses, this book attempts to find out who the fallen actually were 
in life. "This wasn’t exactly a cheerful task," admits author Julie Ann, "but I 
learned so much. The servicemen who left our county were not necessarily 
wide-eyed ploughboys. I found one chap who had spent two years before the 
war patrolling the Yangtze river in a gunboat! Another was a boy from the 
workhouse who became one of the first submariners – a very brave thing to do 
at the time. 
 
"Many were officers not because all the so-called proper officers had been killed, 
as we are often told, but because they had served in the forces before war. In 
the late 1800s there was insufficient work or food at home in the Oxfordshire 
countryside, so joining up was a good option. Naturally once war broke out, 
those who knew how to drill or to clean and fire a rifle were immediately put in 
charge of those who did not.  
 
"I do hope I’ve brought to life just some of the names on our enigmatic war 
memorials." 
 

Our Boys 1914-1918: who were the fallen of one Oxfordshire valley? by Julie Ann 
Godson is now available from Amazon  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Julian’s Jokes  
 

 
Apparently I was quite grumpy as I scoured the cupboards before 
breakfast this morning. 
I think I might be lack-toast intolerant. 
 
 
 
A horse limps into a bar with a bandage round his head. He orders a glass of 
champagne, a vintage brandy and two pints of Guinness. He downs the lot and 
says to the barman: "I shouldn't really be drinking this with what I've got." 
"Why?" asks the barman. "What have you got?" 
"About two quid and a carrot." 
 
 
 
When arguing with a homeopath, the less said the better. 
 
 
 
People who can't distinguish between etymology and entomology bug me in 
ways I cannot put into words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




