
 
North Newington Parish Council – MN09/18 

 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 2nd October 2018 at Bishop Carpenter School at 7.30pm.  
 
Present: Cllrs P Stocks, P Espinaisse M Davison & S Holford 
 Clerk E Boswell 
Apologies:   Cllr G Doidge 
Guests:  None 
Public:  None 
 

 
1.  Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
 These were agreed and signed 

• Following some discussion the PC resolved to publish the minutes in the village newsletter, The 
Village Gossip, which is produced and delivered bi-monthly.  Proposed PE seconded PS all agreed. 

 
2. Declaration of Interest – Cllr Espinaisse declared an interest in the planning application 18/01594/F 
 
3. Matters Arising 
 

• Clerk’s annual review – The PC agreed that the Clerks duties are being carried out in a satisfactory 
manner with no issues to report.  The Clerk will continue to be reviewed annually.  Proposed PE 
seconded SH all agreed. 

• Standing Orders annual review – The PC reviewed the current Standing Orders and resolved to make 
some amendments to include updated banking & financial agreements processes and new GDPR 
legislation.  The Clerk will update them and present to the PC for approval at the next meeting.  
Proposed PE seconded MD all agreed. 

 
4. Planning Permission 
 

• 18/00224/TCA – G1 x7 Leylandii – Cut back to 2.5m above ground level – Hilltop Bungalow – GRANTED 
• 18/01594/F – Erection of detached garage, and sliding gate with associated alterations – Treetops, School 

Lane, North Newington OX15 6AQ – As Cllr Espinaisse had declared an interest in this application he took 
no part in the discussions.  
Whilst the Parish Council has no objection in principal to the erection of a detached garage, the plan appears 
to be flawed, as it does not indicate exactly where the two bay garage development will be sited. The 
Council wishes to make the following comments and observations: The site should retain parking and 
manoeuvring areas. The plans suggest the overall proposed height of the development will exceed 6 meters, 
the Council believes this will have a visual impact on neighbouring properties Firgrove & Highgrove and 
Homeward & Roselyn opposite, furthermore the development could, depending where it is sited, impede the 
visibility for vehicles turning onto School Lane from Firgrove & Highgrove.  The Council suggests that the 
proposed garage should be sited 4m back from the existing front stone boundary to ensure it does not 
obstruct highway visibility for neighbouring properties Firgrove & Highgrove and to help minimise its visual 
impact on the street view as a whole.  In terms of the proposed materials the application simply states 
‘stone’, the Council would encourage the use of Ironstone.  The use of reconstructed stone would not be 
acceptable, as it would cause harm to the character of the street scene.  Should planning permission be 
granted one of the conditions should be that the use of the building is as specified and shall remain ancillary 
to the dwelling house Treetops. 
 

5. Finance 
Review of Income and Expenditure  - The monthly accounts were reviewed by the Responsible Finance 
Officer at this meeting, they were found to be a correct and accurate account.  Proposed SH seconded 
PE.   
Bill payments – The following bill payments were presented to and approved for payment by the PC. 
I. Chq no: 300118 £389.84 – L Simmonds Builders – supply & installation of concrete posts 
II. Chq no: 300119 £132.00 – Road Signs Direct – supply of ‘no parking’ signs 
III. Chq no: 300120 £519.31 – Glasdon UK Ltd – supply of 2 dog bins 
IV. Chq no: 300121 £ 96.10 – Cherwell District Council – emptying of dog bin 
V. Chq no: 300122 £ 13.49 – P Espinaisse – fittings for signs & dog bins 

 



 
6. Children’s Playground – As Cllr Doidge was not present findings of his inspection will be noted at the next 

meeting. 
  

Defibrillator – The Clerk carried out the inspection on 2nd October; there were no issues to report. 
 
 
7.         Clerks Business 

• Main Green Oak Tree – The Clerk has submitted the relevant notice of intent for tree works to CDC and is 
awaiting approval. 

• Main Street Drainage – During the recent heavy rainfall, pictures of the drain were taken clearly showing it 
overflowing and flooding on to Main Street.  The Clerk has reported the findings to Highways. 

• Vehicle activated speed signs – This has been ordered with delivery expected to take 6-8 weeks. 
• ‘No parking’ signs – These have arrived and been installed.  
• Additional dog bins – These have arrived and been installed, one is located at the bottom of School Lane 

fixed to the footpath post & the other is located at the end of Shutford Road also fixed to the footpath sign. 
• Trees of remembrance project – Cllr Stocks has been in discussion with the Headmistress at Bishop 

Carpenter School who would be delighted to have the sapling & plaque installed at the school as part of their 
remembrance service.  They are due to arrive in November and the Clerk will collect them from CDC and 
deliver them to the school. 

• Poppy appeal door-to-door collection – A resident from Shutford who is organising the collection has 
offered to collect in North Newington too. 

• Handyman – The Clerk reported that she had received no response from the advert placed in the Gossip.  
However, Mr Simmonds who supplied and installed the concrete posts has said he would be happy to carry 
out some of the odd jobs, after some discussion the PC agreed to use him as the village ‘handyman’ 
proposed PE seconded PS all agreed.  The Clerk will liaise with him in order to complete the following 
outstanding jobs; 

I. Salt bag distribution form Park Farm to locations around the village 
II. Mending & refurbishing village notice board 
III. Fixing gate buffer to gate in playground 
IV. Clearing overgrown foliage from the Jitty 

 
8. Village Improvement Group  - The next meeting is scheduled for 30th October. 
 
9.     Any other matters for discussion    
 

• Cllr Espinaisse noted that due to the sad passing of Alan Craven School Lane no longer has a neighbourhood 
watch representative.  After some discussion it was suggested that the PC ask the editors of the Gossip to 
advertise for volunteers to take over the post and also to publish details of how residents can register directly 
with the Thames Valley police Alert, Community Messaging service, the details of which he passed to the 
Clerk to forward to the Gossip, the Clerk will also publish on the website. 

 
 

The next meeting will be on 6th November 2018 
 
The PC carried out at fire drill at 8.20pm, there were 5 people who evacuated the school in appx 2 mins. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm 
 

 


