
 
 

North Newington Parish Council – MN08/18 
 
 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 11th September 2018 at Bishop Carpenter School at 7.30pm.  
 
Present: Cllrs P Stocks, G Doidge, M Davison & S Holford 
 Clerk E Boswell 
Apologies:   Cllr P Espinaisse  
Guests:  None 
Public:  None 
 
In the absence of Cllr Espinaisse Vice Chair M Davison chaired the meeting 

 
1.  Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
 These were agreed and signed 
 
2. Declaration of Interest – There were no declarations of interest 
 
3. Matters Arising 
 

• Check on footpaths & verges – There were no issues to report regarding verges as these had been cut over 
the summer. Cllr Holford reported that there were no issues with the footpath along the Shutford Road. The 
Clerk noted that there was some vegetation overgrowing along the Jitty, which is in need of clearing. The 
Clerk noted that the footpath on the corner of the blinking owl which had a substantial amount of overgrown 
brambles and other vegetation has been cleared, the PC would like to thank volunteers, Mike, Richard, 
Simon & Tristan for giving up their time and clearing the pathway. Cllr Stocks reported that she had been 
approached by a resident who had concerns regarding the drainage on Main Street by the main green i.e. that 
water was not draining away sufficiently.  The PC will monitor this and will report any findings to 
Highways.  

• VAT reclaim – The VAT reclaim form for the period year ending 31st March 2018 has been submitted to 
HMRC. 
 

4. Planning Permission 
 

• 18/00224/TCA – G1 x7 Leylandii – Cut back to 2.5m above ground level – Hilltop Bungalow, Banbury Rd, 
North Newington OX15 6AB - The PC reviewed the ‘Notice of Intent’ and has no objection to the 
application and wishes to make no further comments or observations.  
 

5. Finance 
Review of Income and Expenditure  - The monthly accounts were reviewed by the Responsible Finance 
Officer at this meeting, they were found to be a correct and accurate account.  Proposed SH seconded 
MD.   
Bill payments – The following bill payments were presented to and approved for payment by the PC. 
I. Chq no: 300115 £79.80 – ROSPA annual playground inspection 
II. Chq no: 300116 £80.40 – Grass cutting August  
III. Chq no: 300117 £551.44 – Clerks salary & expenses  

 
6. Children’s Playground – Cllr Doidge carried out the playground inspection he noted that other than the 

tasks highlighted in the ROSPA summary there were no other matters to report.  
  

Defibrillator – The Clerk carried out the inspection on 10th September; there were no issues to report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
7.         Clerks Business 

• Update Rospa playground inspection – The annual playground inspection was carried out in July and the 
clerk presented the report to the council.  There were four minor findings that require remedial action, which 
the PC will deal with accordingly. 

• Vehicle activated speed signs – The clerk presented the PC with product information and quotes from TWM 
Traffic Control Systems & MD Messagemaker for the purchase of a vehicle activated speed sign.  After 
some discussion the PC resolved to go with the product from TWM Traffic Control Systems, the Mini 300 
smiley/sad face speed sign, which will be located at the Shutford Road entrance to the village.  The total cost 
for the equipment is £2459.00 + VAT. 

• Concrete posts & ‘No parking’ signs – The three concrete posts have been purchased and installed on the 
main green as previously agreed, the total cost being £389.84.  The ‘No Parking’ signs have been ordered 
and should arrive within the next 5-7 working days. 

• Additional dog bins – Two additional dog bins have been ordered and should arrive within the next 7-10 
working days. 

• Trees of remembrance project – As part of the nation’s commemoration of the Centenary of the Armistice of 
WW1, Oxfordshire County Council has partnered with The Woodland Trust for a project of lasting 
remembrance.  The Woodland Trust have donated young native species tree saplings and OCC is offering a 
commemorative plague to go alongside these and are asking all Town & Parish Councils to consider holding 
a small commemorative event involving the planting of the tree.  The PC discussed the matter and Cllr 
Stocks will research connection with the village and WW1 and identify a suitable area to plant the sapling, 
the PC will then make a final decision at the next meeting. 
 
 

8. Village Improvement Group  - The VIG reported that the Fete was a great success again this year; it was 
well attended as was the evening BBQ. The setting up and taking down went smoothly and the VIG would like to 
say a huge ‘THANK YOU’ to all those who helped out on the day and to the ‘BBQ crew’, takings on the day were a 
fantastic £2490.00. The next event at the school is on the 22nd September at 5pm when the Kids screen will be 
showing the Sing a long version of ‘The Greatest Showman’, popcorn, hot dogs & sweets will be available.  The 
village Xmas carol evening will be on 21st December at the school.  The next VIG meeting is scheduled for October, 
date to be confirmed. 
 
9.     Any other matters for discussion    
 

• Cllr Stocks reported that there appears to be an increase in litter being left by the brook, the Clerk will report 
this to Highways to see if they are able to monitor this and clear up.  In the meantime the PC would ask 
anyone who uses the footpaths to the brook regularly that if they see any litter could they please remove it, it 
would be much appreciated. 

• Cllr Davison reported that he had been notified of several incidents of motorcycles riding across the crop 
fields by the brook, should residents see this activity or have concerns regarding it they should contact the 
relevant authorities, in the first instance by telephoning 101. 

• The Clerk reported that she had been notified of several incidents, since the 12th July, where residents had 
seen a naked man walking around the fields by the brook, the Clerk has reported this to the Rural 
Neighbourhood police who have advised that should the public see this man again they should report it to the 
relevant authorities and in the first instance by telephoning 101.  

• The Clerk has been approached by a resident regarding the Oak tree on the main green being in need of 
pruning as some of the branches are overhanging and obstructing the parking area.  The Clerk will complete 
the necessary ‘notice of intent’ for planning permission. 

• Cllr Stocks & the clerk attended a ‘Code of Conduct’ course at CDC in July and whilst there are no new 
legislations or guidance to report back they would like to draw Cllrs attention to Social Media and the 
following guidelines; The Code of conduct applies when ‘acting in capacity of councillor’ but social media 
is blurring the boundaries, Cllrs should be aware of the power of social media and how quickly it can 
escalate and therefore Cllrs should only publish what they would say verbally in public, even in an informal 
discussion, when representing the council, and they should watch out for untrue or defamatory posts from 
others on their blog or facebook page or other social media accounts. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

• Cllr Holford reported that the letter to parents regarding parking at school times has been distributed by the 
school and reads as follows:  
 
Dear Parents 
 
We are contacting parents at the start of the school year on behalf of the residents of the village.  Over the last few 
years the number of parents driving to the school has increased, which causes a number of difficulties within the 
village.  While many parents park considerately there remain a few who park in unsafe or inconvenient locations.   
On behalf of the village we ask that all parents consider the impact of their parking, avoiding blocking driveways 
and ensuring that their vehicle does not cause a hazard on the road.  Examples of poor parking over the last few 
years includes parking outside the Blinking Owl pub (this causes a hazard coming round the corner and also creates 
difficulties when driving up the slope from School Lane or driving through the village), stopping larger cars outside 
the houses adjacent to the pub (this can often block the road if lorries, buses or tractors are trying to pass), parking 
on the slope up to the pub (this creates hazard for pedestrians and prevents the flow of traffic), blocking the 
entrances to the houses opposite the pub or blocking that section of road as the residents are sometimes unable to 
leave their driveways.  Many parents find that parking further down the village nearer to Shutford Road is easier 
and is only a couple of minutes walk. 
The school works closely with the village trying to ensure adequate parking for parents and at drop off and pick up 
the playground is open.  The parking on the playground is only available from 2.55pm so we would ask that parents 
arriving earlier than this do not wait in School Lane as this blocks the road for residents.  If arriving early at school 
we would ask that you find alternative parking around the village or leave and return when the gates open at 
2.55pm.  
The village enjoy having such a lovely school at its heart and welcome the community of parents and we only ask 
that we work together to ensure that the roads and pathways are kept safe for all the children and residents and 
that we can all access our properties. 

 
Thank you for your co-operation,  
 
The North Newington Parish Council 
 

 
 

 
 
The next meeting will be on 2nd October 2018 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm 
 

 


