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NORTH NEWINGTON SUMMER FETE! 
 

 
 

14TH JULY FROM 2-4PM VILLAGE BBQ AFTER 6PM 
 

Stall information 
If you would like to help run a stall please let us know….. 

 Please start collecting your ‘bric a brac’ and toys 
 Books and films also have a stall 
 Don’t forget your plants and home produce  
 ‘Wine or Water’ will need empty screw top wine bottles and full ones too 
 Any great raffle prizes are eagerly awaited… 
 The Tombola could always  use your donations 
 Please make a note to make cakes for the North Newington Café 
 If you have an idea for your own stall, just let us know… 

 
 
Games and    entertainment  

 Tug of war matches  
 World cup football skills  
 The ‘Great British Float’ competition (anything with a British theme) 
 Various races for children  
 Bar and burger bar  
 Coffee, tea and cakes 
 Aunt Sally and many other games. 

 
Contact Luci (730928), Elaine (738803), Mike (738207), Trish (738888), Sarah H 
(07816 782722) or talk to any of us 
 

Keep posted by looking at NN Facebook page, the website and more info through your door! 

 
 



EXTRA THINGS… 
Flower tubs 
Once again many thanks for all the folk who cleared, planted and helped with the tubs around 
the village.  

Royal wedding 
The VIG hope you all enjoyed the Royal wedding party and once again many congratulations to the 
happy couple. 

Welcome to…  
David and Ceridwen and their 2 black labs who have moved into Hill View Bungalow, next to the 
Roebuck. We hope to meet soon and say hello to you all.

Welcome to Peter who moved into Park Lane last year and we missed saying hello! So sorry Peter, 
but a warm welcome to you and see you around the village when work permits. A welcome pack 
should be with you soon. 

We need you! 

We know life is always busy and it’s hard to find time but we would really appreciate any 
information you have for the next issue of the Gossip. It can be absolutely anything that you feel 
might be of interest to the rest of the village. We’re open to ideas! It might be a one off piece or 
something for a regular slot, just drop us an email:  thegossip@northnewington.info  

Going green 

In the interest of saving the planet, we would like to cut down on printing and provide as many 
people as possible with electronic copies of The Gossip. If you’re happy to receive your copy 
electronically, please send us your email address and home address: thegossip@northnewington.info
  



 

Blokes’ Book Club 
 
 
THE SEA, THE SEA 
 
by Iris Murdoch 

Despite and in some cases because of it most of us finished the book. It 
provoked the full gamut of reaction from scorn via annoyance to wonder 
with a belly-full of laughs in between times. 

This was Murdoch’s nineteenth novel and it won her the Booker Prize. 
She was an English literature specialist and a philosopher, and it shows. 

The story concerns a retired stage director [the narrator] who retreats to a remote coastal cottage to 
reflect on his successful life and write his memoirs. The egomaniac that emerges is cruel, mocking, 
totally self-centred and has no concern for any of his actors and colleagues other their ability to 
satisfy his conceit. 

The book then enters a hilarious phase in which various of his ex-lovers, actor-friends and a cousin all 
invade his seclusion and at the same time he discovers that his first childhood girlfriend/love lives 
nearby. She of course is in an unhappy marriage and his old passions and to some extent hers are re-
kindled with devastating consequences. 

She describes the motivations behind relationships and extends the metaphors to the  sea, the 
landscape , food and literary reference, most of which I missed. 

This may make it sound a bit academic and dull, but not a bit of it. She has a unique and intense way 
of writing that really makes you think and opens up a new understanding of relationships; sudden 
crunches of emotion juxtaposed with outright laughter. 

 

Roger Shapley   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



IMPERIUM 
by Robert Harris 

It was written in 2006 and achieved all sorts of accolades. It’s a bit of 
a thriller, who-dunit cum historical fantasy-narrative and is the first in a 
trilogy of historical novels about politics and society in Rome in the 
times of Cicero, Pompey and Caesar. 

It’s quite a long book but we all read it, some for the second and third 
times  It’s a real page turner and you can either race through it or read 
it slowly and absorb the nuances and references of which there are 
many. None of us were bored or wanted to give up, and that’s pretty 
unusual. 

Harris describes Roman politics at a time when Rome was all powerful and conquering the European 
world, and he reveals the corruption, greed,  lust for power and fulfilment of personal ambition 
regardless of consequences which drove most of the politicians. Those who weren’t naturally corrupt 
become compromised in order to achieve the power to do good. 

As you can imagine the conversation flew as the comparisons with present day political affairs 
became more striking, personal too. 

So yes, a good read. A bit lacking in terms of personal character development; recitation of endless 
Latin names  not helpful; use of the vernacular was powerful and massively effective in making it 
resonate with our own times. Apparently  very well researched. We all wanted to go on to read the 
next two books and that’s quite a comment. 

Roger Shapley    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VIG Screen 
 

Fridays at 7.30pm (doors open at 7.00pm)  
Bishop Carpenter School Hall on School Lane, North Newington  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

THE BIGGEST NIGHT OF THE SUMMER! MIDNIGHT WALK – SATURDAY 7 JULY 
Calling all Superheroes! Grab your cape, and sign up for the 12th Midnight Walk on Saturday 7 July. 
Starting out from Banbury Rugby Club, join hundreds of others along a brand new 10 or 6 mile route 
for a smashing night of superhero fun! Whether you’re Iron Man, Wonder Woman, or Wolverine, we 
hope you’ll be a superhero and join us for our biggest fundraising night of the year! 
Sign up at www.khh.org.uk/midnight  
 
FESTIVAL OF GARDENS (MAY TO SEPTEMBER) 
Our Festival of Gardens returns this summer with over 30 beautiful gardens open in your area. For 
more information on the gardens, please visit www.khh.org.uk/gardens  
 
3 June: Adderbury (1 garden open) 
9 & 10 June: Balscote (11 gardens open) 
17 June: Farthinghoe (4 gardens open) 
1 July: Middleton Cheney (6 gardens open) 
8 July: Adderbury (2 gardens open) 
14 July: Epwell (1 garden open) 
22 July: Bledington (1 garden open) 
22 July: Heyford Park (5 gardens open) 
 
COULD YOU BE A BEREAVEMENT VOLUNTEER? 
We’re looking for caring people who are interested in training to become volunteer bereavement 
support workers. Our bereavement service provides support to anyone who has lost someone special 
to them by offering a trained person to talk to who is outside of the circle of family and close friends. 
You’ll be helping to support bereaved people through a difficult time in their lives. 
 
Our foundation training programme will start in September 2018. For more information, please 
contact Alison Mares, Volunteer Co-ordinator, on 01295 816 477 or volunteering@khh.org.uk 
 

 

 
 
 

FROM KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE, ADDERBURY  

For inclusion in your April newsletter  

(By email)  

 



Over 30 gardens open in the local area! 
The Festival of Open Gardens  

will raise vital funds for  
Katharine House this summer.

Find out more
www.khh.org.uk/gardens
Reg. Charity No. 297099



Please check our website for full information about the gardens listed 
overleaf. Other new gardens may be added to the list on our website.  
www.khh.org.uk/gardens

3 June |  : 2-5pm | £ : £2.50
Katharine House Hospice Open Garden with thanks to The Simon Weatherby Trust

9 & 10 June |  : 2-5pm | £ : £4 for entry to 11 gardens | 
Balscote – opening with thanks to Pat Jesson and her fellow gardeners

17 June |  : 2-6pm | £ : £4 for entry to 4 gardens | 
Farthinghoe – opening with thanks to Jenny Phipps and her fellow gardeners

1 July |  : 1-6pm | £ : £5 for entry to 6 gardens | 
Middleton Cheney – opening with thanks to Barbara and Roger Charlesworth  
and their fellow gardeners

8 July |  : 2-5pm | £ : £4 for entry to both gardens |  
Adderbury, Banbury – Placketts, High Street OX17 3LS and 17 Twyford Gardens OX17 3JA 
With thanks to David White and Jane Fletcher

14 July |   : 11-6pm | £ : £3 | 
Epwell – Bricklewood, Back Lane OX15 6LF with thanks to Marie Woodward

22 July |  : 2-6pm | £ : Donation
Bledington – The Old Vicarage, Main Road OX7 6UX with thanks to Sue & Tony Windsor
 
22 July |  : 11- 3pm | £ : £5 for entry to 5 gardens 
Heyford Park (former military base) – pay at 17 Roper Road, OX25 5TS with thanks 
to Anna Rosewell and her fellow gardeners

Katharine House Hospice 
Aynho Road, Adderbury, OX17 3NL  
Tel: (General) 01295 811866  |  Tel: (Fundraising) 01295 816484 
Email: fundraising@khh.org.uk  |   katharinehouse  |   khhosp
Reg Charity No. 297099

 = Refreshments available



superhero

Sign up at www.khh.org.uk/midnight

Superheroes wanted for our Midnight Walk! 

Dress up as a Superhero or remember your  
own personal hero to raise money for people  
facing life-limiting illness in our community!

Saturday 7 July 2018
Registration from 10.30pm at Banbury Rugby Club

Brand new 10 mile or 6 mile route!

Reg. Charity No. 297099



  

Now in its sixth year, the Broughton Castle Cycling Sportive on Sunday 8th July 2017 is based in 

the grounds of Broughton Castle, near Banbury. With the various sportive routes winding their way 

through the north Cotswold Hills this event offers a challenge for every level of cyclist. There are 

four sportive routes available on the day, from a family fun ride to a Monster 100-mile lung and leg 

tester. For further details and registration visit our website www.broughtoncastlesportive.co.uk  

 This year cyclists have the opportunity when registering to raise money for “Cyclists Fighting 
Cancer” 

Sportive Route Details: 

'Family Fun' ride of 10km / 5.5 miles (entry for which is made payable on the day). A flat(ish) 
family friendly route around the quiet road and track immediately surrounding the castle. 

'Cotswold Tour 20' 32km / 20 miles through undulating North Oxfordshire ironstone countryside - 
the course winds its way through the villages of Shutford, and Epwell. There are no really big hills 
on this route we promise, but by the nature of the terrain it will be a challenge if you've not done 
much cycling before. There will be one feed-station on the route at approximately half distance. 
The Ironstone 20 might suit people who are new to sportive cycling or a medium ability but who still 
want a good cycling challenge.  

'Cotswold Classic 50' of 80km / 50miles. This route has been designed to incorporate several 
classic hill climbs including Nebsworth Lane climb near Illmington, before looping through Moreton 
in Marsh for the feed-station located at Cotswold Cycles shop. This route is designed for the more 
regular cyclist who is accustomed to riding more challenging and hilly terrain. There will be 1 feed-
station on this route at mile 30. The route is a testing ride and you should expect it to take 
somewhere between 3 and 5 hours. 

'Costwold  Monster 100' - 160km / 100 Mile.   This sportive route will be one of the most 
challenging rides that you will complete all year. The 'figure of eight' course takes in several classic 
climbs of the area including Nebsworth Lane, Snowshill and Butlers Lane but is also full of smaller 
notoriously leg sapping Cotswold lumps and bumps which the area is famous for in the cycling 
world. Feed stations will be located at mile 30, mile 55 and mile 80. This one really is for the 
serious cyclist. It's recommended that you train for this ride in order to complete the distance. 
Timing - for the best 5 hours, for the indefatigable 8 - 10 hours. Riders on the Costwold Monster 
100 will be required to start between 7am and 8am.  

Broughton Castle Trophy- This is awarded to the team (maximum 10 riders) with the best 
average time for the event. 

Strava Segments- Four Strava Segments have been added to our major climbs. 

The event is organised by Banbury Cherwell Rotary Club 

http://www.broughtoncastlesportive.co.uk/


            News 
 
Such a lot has happened at our school over the past months, the time has gone so 
quickly! 
 
On the 17th April we were notified that Ofsted would be visiting us on the 18th April (its 
always one day notice).  It was a rigorous day and the inspector spoke to a wide range 
of people, looked at teaching and learning, data and lots of paperwork...we were 
delighted to receive the recognition of a 'Good' judgement and are very proud of the 
Ofsted report.  One of my favourite quotes from it is, 'Bishop Carpenter is a very happy 
school, where pupils learn well together' and was very pleased that our children had an 
opportunity to say how proud they are of their school.  
There have been a number of innovative projects taking place in all of our classes; the 
art work around the school from years 5 and 6 is truly stunning and class 2 have 
made some amazing greenhouses and are busy keeping a log of the growth of their 
plants.  Class 1 really enjoyed their visit to the farm a couple of weeks ago, our thanks 
to Mr James Taylor for hosting us.  In class 3 they too have been busy and recently 
designed and made some fabulous clay Viking heads and a beautiful batik of a tree with 
a cross...it's in the hall. 
 
In the past two terms we have had two residential trips: Members of class 4 went to 
North Devon to Yenworthy and I was lucky enough to accompany them.  They were so 
lucky with the weather, the two weeks either side of our week there were huge 
snowfalls and some groups had to delay their trips.  Anyway, we had a great week of 
canoeing, orienteering, rock pooling, climbing, scrambling up waterfalls and the list goes 
on.  The children were real ambassadors for our school. 
In April, 22 of class 3 travelled to Aylmerton in Norfolk for a three night residential and 
they too were a credit to our school.  Their activities included zip wires, pirate 
adventures, trips to the sea life centre and the lifeboat museum.  For some of the 
children this was their first trip away from home and they (and their parents!) coped 
really well. 
 
We were happy to host the polling station this year and thankful that the weather held 
to enable class 1 to have an outdoor learning day whilst their classroom was used for 
voting.  Back on March 1st we had a 'Walliams' World Book Day where the children and 
staff came to school dressed as a character from the book collection of David Walliams; 
lots of activities were organised and we had a great day. 
 
Our Easter service at Broughton church was a special occasion led by the lovely 
Reverend Ronald with our brilliant worship team.  The service included drama, singing 
and recital and was enjoyed by all.  We would love for you to join us at any of our 
services at Broughton church or indeed when we have a service at school, our next one 
will be Pentecost on 15th June. 
 
Unfortunately our Spring Festival May Day celebration was initially slightly hampered by 
the weather.  However, we went ahead with indoor stalls, refreshments, raffle and 
tombola and managed to still raise over £1400, our sincere thanks to our wonderful 
FOBCS team.  The following Friday we put on the dancing element of the fair in lovely 
sunshine and each class performed one traditional and one modern dance piece using 
the maypole or morris dancing; it was fantastic and I was very proud.  Our special guest 
was Mary Sullivan who has made a huge contribution to us at school over the years, 
particularly to the orchestra who also played on the afternoon.  Mrs Sullivan crowned 
our May King and Queen and they were accompanied by attendants from our reception 
class. 
 
 



Just advance notice that we will, weather permitting, be holding our annual sports day 
on Tuesday 26th June during National Sports Week so there will be a number of cars 
parked on the top field.  I am aware that, generally, parking continues to sometimes 
cause problems and I thank you for your patience and understanding with a situation 
that doesn't have a straight forward solution. 
 
We are looking forward to our afternoon tea party this afternoon to recognise and 
celebrate the royal wedding, the children have come to school in party clothes...we will 
also be celebrating the end of SATS which our year 6 have completed this week. 
 
We are always looking for additional volunteers to help out with reading and would 
welcome anyone who is interested; also with our forest school group. 
 
As always, I am keen to have strong and effective links with village and community life, 
if you have anything you wish to discuss I warmly welcome you to come along and see 
me at school. 
 
With best wishes 
Nichola Stevenson 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Julian’s Jokes  

 
 
A lion and a horse are sitting in a restaurant. 
Lion: "2 prawn cocktails to start." 
Waiter: "And for your mains?" 
Lion: "He'll have a brush and I just need a comb.” 
 
 
 
Why do they have bar codes on the returning Swedish fleet? So they can Scandinavian. 
 
 
 
Yesterday I accidentally swallowed some food colouring. My girlfriend says I will be fine, but I 
feel that I dyed a little inside. 
 
 
 
I've recently become a Professor of Palindromes. 
Now you can call me Dr.Awkward. 
 
 
 
Vincent Price was taller than Katie Price but heavier than Alan Price. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Compost Corner 
 This is the big changeover time from Spring/Early Summer to Mid Summer when all your 

preparation should bear fruition and provide a little time for leisure in the garden. 

 Spring planting should now be complete, but ensure 
that if the current dry weather continues plenty of 
water is applied until plants are well established.  
Dead heading regularly will aid the continuous 
flowering of plants whether bedding plants or some 
varieties of roses.  Again, as conditions continue to 
dry continue to water to a greater depth of soil.  
Plenty of water is needed and plastic barrels in which 
to store rain water run off is a good investment. 

 Lawns must not be neglected.  Prior to any forecast of 
rain an application of compound fertilizer should be made.  As I have stressed on previous 
occasions little and often will keep your lawns looking smarter than if in one or two large 
seasonal doses. 

 Ensure that runner beans are attached to a secure framework as gusts of wind can be 
devastating if beans are not securely tied in.  Pick regularly for a prolonged supply. 

 Most vegetables should now be up.  With the good fortune of recent warm weather many 
being ready for harvesting – particularly mixed salad leaves, early spinach and chard.  The 
bulb vegetables will take somewhat longer.  Baby carrots can be worthwhile, 

 Continue to spray roses against black spot with a propriety spray such as Rose Clear and the 
occasional dose of Bug Clear making sure that the under-side of leaves are well saturated.   

 

 

 

 




