
 
 

North Newington Parish Council – MN06/18 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 5th June 2018 at Bishop Carpenter School at 7.30pm.  
 
Present: Cllrs P Espinaisse, G Doidge and S Holford 
 Clerk E Boswell 
Apologies:   M Davison, P Stocks 
Guests:  None 
Public:  None 
 

 
1.  Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
 These were agreed and signed 
 
2. Declaration of Interest – There were no declarations of interest 
 
3. Matters Arising 
 

• Request playground inspection – The PC resolved to instruct ROSPA to carry out the annual playground 
inspection again this year.  Proposed PE seconded GD. 

• Review of open meeting – The meeting was well attended.  The Chairman presented an overview of the 
council’s roles & responsibilities whilst the RFO presented the financial statement for the year-end 2017.  
There followed lively debate and feedback from residents and the following matters were raised:  
• Additional dog bins – Residents asked if the village could have more dog bins. The PC resolved to 

look into the cost of obtaining 2 additional dog bins & the cost for CDC to empty them, with a view 
to one being situated at the end of Shutford Road on the footpath sign and the other to be situated at 
the end of School Lane on the footpath sign.  Proposed GD seconded SH all agreed 

• Notice board – The village notice board is in need of some repair and refurbishment.  The PC 
resolved to get a handyman to do this.  Proposed PE seconded GD all agreed. 

• Parking at school times – This continues to be an issue with parents parking inconsiderately and 
dangerously.  The PC resolved to draft a letter for the school to distribute to all parents before the 
new term starts in September.  Proposed SH seconded GD all agreed. 

• Speed reduction measures – The issue of vehicles speeding through the village was raised again at 
the meeting.  The PC resolved to, in the first instance, ask Thames Valley Police what speed 
reduction methods are the most effective, i.e. flashing ‘slow down’ signs, gates at the village 
entrance, sleeping policeman etc.  When this information has been collected along with costing, the 
PC will decide how best to proceed.  Proposed PE seconded GD all agreed. 

• Broughton Church – A member of the Church committee asked the PC for help in raising 
awareness for the church.  The Chair has agreed to speak to the Church Committee member to 
establish exactly what assistance they are looking for. 

• Clock Restoration – Residents were keen to see the clock repaired to working order.  The PC had 
already started to look into this. 

• Parish Council Expenditure – Residents asked if the expenditure could be published in the Village 
Gossip to highlight costs such as emptying of dog bins.  Although all expenditure appears on the 
minutes of meetings and end of year accounts are published on the website, the PC resolved to 
publish  ‘end of year’ expenditure in the Village Gossip commencing year-end 2019.  Proposed SH 
seconded PE all agreed. 

• Film club – It was reported that the film club is under threat due to low attendance – Cllr Holford 
will raise this matter at the next VIG meeting. 

• Goal nets – One resident has asked if the PC would purchase goal nets for the playing field – The 
resident was advised that in the first instance they would have to ask the school’s permission as the 
goals are on their property.  If the school agree then the resident will need to provide costing, the PC 
will then consider the matter.   

• Internal Audit  - This has now been completed. The PC resolved to give £50 of vouchers to J Gallen for 
carrying out the internal audit, proposed SH seconded PE all agreed. The notice of public rights & 
publication of the annual governance & accountability return will be published on the website.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
4. Planning Permission 
 

• 18/00733/F – Construct a new building for Castle Pre-School – Location, Broughton & North 
Newington Social Club, Banbury Road, North Newington – The PC reviewed the plans at the meeting 
and wish to raise no objections and has no further observations or comments. 

 
5. Finance 

Review of Income and Expenditure  - The monthly accounts were reviewed by the Responsible Finance 
Officer at this meeting, they were found to be a correct and accurate account.  Proposed SH seconded 
PE.   
Bill payments – The following bill payments were presented to the PC and approved for payment: 

• Chq 300110 £466.20 – Came & Company annual insurance 
• Chq 300111 £473.96 – Clerks salary & expenses 

 
6. Children’s Playground – Cllr Doidge carried out the inspection on 5th June and noted that the bin needed 

emptying which he will do, there were no other issues to report. 
  

Defibrillator – The Clerk carried out the inspection on 4th June; there were no issues to report. 
 
7.         Clerks Business 

• Revised Insurance Quote – The revised quote was presented to and approved by the Council. Proposed PE 
seconded SH all agreed. 

• Review of ‘Village Spring Clean’ – The PC would like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to the 7 adults and 2 
children who turned up on the 20th May to ‘do their bit’ to help keep the village looking good.  Even with 
such few numbers the ‘Team’ were able to achieve the following: 

• Litter was collected from Park Lane, School Lane, Main Street & Shutford Road. 
• The Road signs at either end of the village were cleaned. 
• The dog bin was cleaned. 
• The Footpath signs on the small triangle green & the one on the footpath by the pub were cleaned. 
• Both ends of Soar Brook were cleared of all the empty bottles, cans, crisp packets, nappies…etc 
• Part of the pathway opposite the Old Roebuck was cleared of overgrown vegetation. 
• Tubs on the main green were cleared ready for re-planting. 
• The telephone kiosk on Shutford Road was cleaned. 

• Grass verge – It was noted that the grass verge on the Broughton Road is very overgrown particularly on the 
bend and is obscuring visibility when trying to turn ‘right’ into the village.  After some discussion the PC 
resolved to ask Mr Prickett to cut it.  Proposed PE seconded GD all agreed. 
 

8. Village Improvement Group  - The VIG meeting was held on 8th May following the PC open meeting.  The 
main item on the agenda was final preparations for the Royal Wedding ‘Pimms & Tea Party’ on the 19th May.  The 
date for the Fete this year has been set for 14th July the theme being “The Great British Fete”, the fete will be 
published in Junes edition of the Gossip with a separate flyer to be sent out nearer the time.  The next VIG meeting 
will be on 25th June at 8pm. 
 
9.     Any other matters for discussion   -  

• Cllr Doidge made a suggestion that perhaps a flower tub could be situated on the main green instead of 
replacing the post that keeps getting knocked over.  Cllr Holdford will raise this at the next VIG meeting and 
ask if they would purchase the planter and include it in the annual planting & maintenance plan.  Subject to 
them agreeing and obtaining costing, the PC will then consider giving the VIG a grant for the cost of the 
planter. 

• It was noted that the PC need to find a ‘handyman’ to carry out small jobs such as repairing the notice board 
– the Clerk will put an advert in the next Gossip and also contact other parishes to see if they have one that 
we could use. 

• The Chair noted that a new pay scale for Clerks has been released and a pay increase may be due.  The Clerk 
to look into and bring to the next meeting for the Councils consideration. 
 
 
The next meeting will be on 3rd July 2018 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.55pm 
 

 


