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Village News 
 
THE VILLAGE FETE  
The Summer Village Fete is on the 14th July on the school playing field. The theme this year is  
‘The Great British Fete’ and the float competition will be the ‘Great British Float Off’! As always 
we are looking for folk to help us out with the stalls, putting up the marquees and gazebos, 
collecting table and chairs from the School and numerous other roles. If you have items for the 
various stalls please start collecting your empty plant pots, planting some early flowers and 
vegetable plants, collecting up your old books and DVDs. If you have any brilliant ideas for 
children’s games or any other new stalls, please do let us know. All extravagant raffle prizes will 
be received with thanks, too! 
All help will be gratefully received of course and it is all for the village. Let the VIG know if you 
have anything for the fete please. 
 
FETE PLANT STALL 
Message from Penny from Valentine’s Barn on the Shutford road….. please look out for empty un-
used plant pots and deliver them to Valentines Barn. Also why not plant up some seedlings now, 
ready for the fete in July, all help is gratefully received and help on the stall is always appreciated. If 
you know of any other plants that could be donated please let me know. Penny Gulliver on 01295 
738897, with many thanks. See you at the fete if not before. 
 
TUB PLANTING 
Tub planting time…. will soon be upon us so if you are able to help remove the old plants and 
help us plant the new ones, (there are over 20 tubs around the village) this will be in May 
sometime, so a note will go round nearer the time. If you live near a plant tub please look after 
it throughout the year and if it needs some maintenance or needs replacing please let us know. 
Ring me, Luci on 730928 or any of the VIG members. 
 
A HUGE WELCOME 
The village welcomes Richard and Marcus who moved into the village a few months ago, on the 
Banbury Road into Tally Ho, we hope you have now settled in and we look forward to meeting you 
around the village. 
We also welcome Mr Robert Venn who has moved into Gardeners Cottage on The Green, we 
hope you feel at home and look forward to meeting you.  
Two other houses have been sold in the village, one next to the Roebuck and the other on the 
Banbury road… we don't know who you are yet but welcome and say hello when you move in! 
 
WE NEED YOU! 
Tell us your news - if you have a great village story to tell or you are new to the village, do drop 
the Gossip editors a line to say ‘hi’. It would be lovely to have your input. It could be a club you 
belong to, the history of your house, a hobby which you think others may enjoy or a theatre 
show you are in….. just drop the editors a note and you could be in print. The Gossip needs to 
feed itself with your news!!     The address is thegossip@northnewington.info 

Are you a budding artist or photographer?  If so send the editors your picture or photograph 
and they can put it onto the front of the next issue of the Gossip. Don't be shy and you could be 
in print …. any age group can do this!   Did you have an adventure in the snow last month … 
perhaps you have a good photograph of sledging or walking through snow drifts? 

 

 

 

 



 

ROYAL INVITE…. 
 
Please join your friends on the 19th May from 12 noon at the School to celebrate the Royal 
Wedding.  Please bring your own picnic and maybe share it with your friends?  The VIG will supply 
the marquees, the Pimms and the Tea and Coffee. We will put the wedding on in the School hall on 
the big TV screen, so you won’t miss out.  Join in with all the celebrations and a raise a toast to 
Meghan and Harry on their very special day. See you all there. This event is free to all villagers. 
 
 
Kids Screen  
If anyone would like to organise a Kids Screen, please contact Mike Wilson on 07790 837899 who will 
be delighted to help you set this up and show you how it is all done. Mike will also be organising a 
film for later in April. Watch out for notification on the Village Facebook page and the website. 
 
VIG (Village improvement Group) 
If you would like to help out with all things ‘Village’, please do come along  to our next meeting and 
join the group and see what it is all about. Join in and help make all our social events a great 
success. Our meetings are great fun and we always share a glass of wine or a cup of tea. The next 
one is on the 8th May, to plan the Royal Wedding gathering and the Summer Fete on July 14th. 
Please ring Luci on 730928 to let us know if you would like to join in and make a difference. Go on… 
you know you want to…. 
 
Very Sad News….  
Earlier this year Mrs Hilary Palmer passed away, a resident of the village for many years, our thoughts 
go out to Mr Palmer and his family at this very sad time.  
 
 

Future Event 
Just a note… to say the next "HAR-Fest" competition is in September 2019… more details later 
next year. But another date for your diary. Don't say we don't keep you informed! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Parish Council 
 
ANNUAL OPEN MEETING 
 
Parish Council Annual Open Meeting at Bishop Carpenter School 15th May 7pm 
Refreshments will be provided on arrival followed by short presentations from the Chairman, Finance 
Officer and a Village improvement Group representative. There will then be an interval for further 
refreshments. The interval will be followed by an open question & answer session. All villagers are 
encouraged to attend. 
 
SPRING CLEAN 
 
Annual village Spring Clean Sunday 20th May 11am 
This year our annual village ‘spring clean’ will take place on Sunday 20th May from 11am, we meet on 
the village green, So, if you can spare an hour please come along and ‘do your bit’ to help keep our 
village looking spotless. The PC will be providing gloves, litter pickers and bin bags. 
 
For further information please contact Elaine on 738803 
 
Please note, the parish council minutes can be found on the village website 
https://northnewington.wordpress.com/, and on the village notice board. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Blokes’ Book Club 
 
 
 
 
 
THE BALTIMORE BOYS 
 
The book was The Baltimore Boys by Joel Dicker, written in  
`French and published in 2015. His first book published in  
2012 deals with the same set of family affairs but is written  
or observed by a different character. 
 
Both books have won prestigious literary awards and wide acclaim in Europe, the USA and the UK. 
Dicker, Swiss and French speaking, is thirty-two years old. He lives in Geneva and spent many 
summer holidays in Maine USA at a rich uncle’s. He qualified in law at the University of Geneva 
and has written ever since. 
 
The book deals with three boys and a girl from close or related   families who grow up together 
and whose lives are overshadowed by `the tragedy”, frequently referred to but not revealed till the 
end of the book. Their love, friendship, loyalty, jealousy, deceit and separation finally lead to the 
tragedy. The account is recorded by Marcus, one of the three boys and himself an author in search 
of a third great novel. 
 
The groups’ views ranged from total acclaim to almost total rejection, a fair reflection of the 
critics’ views. 
 
Most of us found the stories of pre-teenage and teenage friendships and loves and ambitions 
intensely real and moving. The events are variously described either bluntly and immediately or 
distantly with the benefit of some hindsight. 
 
There are also references to contemporary American politics and gun law all seen against a wealthy, 
liberal Jewish backdrop. 
 
It’s easy to read, perhaps a little too easy, but despite that quite gripping. As a whodunit we felt 
it was too long, but there’s actually much more to it than that. There’s two or even three 
themes. 
 
Roger Shapley  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PRIME OF MISS JEAN BRODIE                                     
 

We variously read the Prime of Miss Jean Brodie by Muriel Spark.  
 
There has been a lot in the press and on the radio recently about  
Muriel Spark [she died in 2006] and the accolades made us feel we  
ought at least to give it a go. Many of us had seen the film and liked it;  
several had read the book at school and could barely remember it.   
The Times recently put her at number eight out of all the English  
writers since 1945. 
 
The book was written in the sixties and is about a group of girls and their tutor/teacher Miss Jean 
Brodie at a school in Edinburgh in the mid to late thirties. There are six girls in the tutor group, all 
very different and from different backgrounds and when they first come across Miss Brodie they are 
about six years old.  Her teaching method is to instil her beliefs in her tutees and these beliefs have 
to do with art, poetry, literature. music, theatre, love, sex, religion and politics, and a few more.  The 
Headteacher of the school is instinctively against this approach and is constantly trying to find a fault 
major enough to justify terminating Miss Brodie’s contract.  Miss Brodie lives with the fear that one of 
her girls will betray her. When it finally comes the betrayer and the cause are totally unexpected and 
lead to her early death. 
 
Our initial reactions ranged from dismissal to enthusiasm and it was only when we started to discuss 
it that we realised there were far more nuances to it than met the eye. 
 
The book is short, beautifully written and crafted and in places terse and always unapologetic for the 
views expressed. There are lots of unexpected juxtapositions and yes, many laugh-out-louds. Loads 
of dissent. 
 
Fortunately Ofsted wasn’t invented then.  
 
Roger Shapley 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



VIG Screen 
 

Fridays at 7.30pm (doors open at 7.00pm)  
Bishop Carpenter School Hall on School Lane, North Newington  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Banbury Rocks! 
There is a Facebook group called ‘ BANBURY ROCKS’ the idea of it is that you paint a 
stone/pebble/rock, then hide it around Banbury. When you find one, you re-hide it and take a 
picture of it and post it onto the Facebook group. 
 
It’s great fun painting and finding and following the rocks on their journey! 
 
We could do with some in North Newington. 
 
To get involved, join the group, get painting and hiding. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellie is part of a dance group called ‘SASS ATTACK SQUAD’ ( see pic below) they need to raise funds 
towards costumes. We have decorated lots of rocks and will be coming to knock at people’s doors to 
see if they would like one for a small donation towards costume funds. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News from Broughton Grounds Farm 
 

PUB QUIZ 

April 27th at 8pm at the Blinking Owl pub in North Newington. 

A free to join quiz. Teams of four with prizes. Please text James Taylor if you want to join in the fun 
on 07875 626590 so he can co-ordinate numbers. Come and join in with the fun and games. 

 

 

 

LAMBING AFTERNOON 
 

Lambing afternoon on April 7th at 2pm at Broughton Grounds Farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

COULD YOU BE A BEREAVEMENT VOLUNTEER? 
We’re looking for caring people who are interested in training to become volunteer bereavement 
support workers. Our bereavement service provides support to anyone who has lost someone special 
to them by offering a trained person to talk to who is outside of the circle of family and close friends. 
You’ll be helping to support bereaved people through a difficult time in their lives. 
Our foundation training programme will start in September 2018. For more information, please 
contact Alison Mares, Volunteer Co-ordinator, on 01295 816 477 or volunteering@khh.org.uk  
Closing date for receipt of completed applications is Friday 25th May 2018. Interviews will be held on 
13th and 21st June 2018 
 
CARE FOR A ROYAL CUPPA? 
Get together with friends, family, and colleagues for a coffee morning or afternoon tea party and 
raise money for Katharine House. This May we’re giving our Care for a Cuppa campaign a special 
royal twist. What better way to celebrate the Royal Wedding than with a Great British tea and cake 
party? Help raise much needed funds by holding a royal-themed cake sale in your work place or invite 
your friends over to watch the Royal Wedding together with a slice of cake (or two!). Hold a coffee 
morning, a traditional afternoon tea, or even a Care for a Curry evening and help raise money for 
people and their families facing life-limiting illnesses in the community. For more information, visit 
www.khh.org.uk/cuppa  
 
FESTIVAL OF GARDENS (MARCH TO SEPTEMBER)  
Proud of your garden? Why not show it off and raise some money for Katharine House Hospice at the 
same time? Register your interest by contacting us at getinvolved@khh.org.uk and we'll send you a 
pack with a poster and stickers. We'll also include information about your garden on our website. 
You can encourage your neighbours and friends in the village to open their gardens too! If five or 
more gardens in the same village or town take part, we can add your listing to a national website for 
open gardens. Find out more about the festival at www.khh.org.uk/gardens 
 
SAVE THE DATE! TWILIGHT WALK 
This year, our summer fundraising challenge will be a Twilight Walk taking place on Saturday 7 July. 
For more information, please visit www.khh.org.uk/twilight  
 
BLENHEIM GALA DINNER: 26 APRIL 
Our patrons, The Rt. Hon. Lord Heseltine and The Rt. Hon. Sir Tony Baldry invite you to the Katharine 
House Hospice Gala Dinner on Thursday 26 April at Blenheim Palace. 
 
On arrival, guests will be welcomed to the Marlborough Room with canapes, drinks and music, before 
moving to the stunning setting of The Orangery for a four course dinner with wine. 
Dining in the most elegant of surroundings, and overlooking the Duke of Marlborough’s private Italian 
garden, our guest host (to be announced shortly) will lead the evening and after speeches by our 
special guests you’ll have the opportunity to bid on some truly money-can’t-buy items in the auction. 
Tickets are available for £250 per person or £2,500 for a table of ten and include drinks and canapes 
on arrival, three course dinner, wine and entertainment. 
To book tickets or for more information please contact Jessica Hill, Major Partnerships Manager at 
Katharine House Hospice on jessica.hill@khh.org.uk or 01295 816494. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS AT KATHARINE HOUSE: 
 
There are plenty of ways you can get involved and raise money for Katharine House. From opening 
your garden or holding a coffee morning, to joining our Twilight Walk or taking on a trek in Iceland, 
there’s something for everyone. Here’s just a preview of what’s coming up this year. 
 

Event Date Contact 

Festival of Gardens Various March - 
September 

www.khh.org.uk/gardens  

Blenheim Palace Gala Dinner 26 April www.khh.org.uk/gala2018  

Care for a Royal Cuppa Throughout May www.khh.org.uk/cuppa 

Bike Oxford 20 May www.khh.org.uk/cycle  

Twilight Walk 7 July www.khh.org.uk/twilight  

Broughton Castle Sportive 8 July www.khh.org.uk/cycle  

Iceland Lava Trek July www.khh.org.uk/trek 

Ben Nevis Trek September www.khh.org.uk/trek  

Autumn Wolf Run 1 & 2 September www.khh.org.uk/get-muddy   

Virgin Sport Half Marathon 8 October www.khh.org.uk/run  

National Three Peaks 
Challenge 

Various dates www.khh.org.uk/walk  

Tandem skydive Various dates www.khh.org.uk/jump  

London to Paris Cycle Ride Various dates www.khh.org.uk/cycle  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Julian’s Jokes  

 
 
What cheese rules the world? 
 
The Halloumi-nati. 
 
 
There was a young woman from Crewe 
Whose limericks stopped at line two. 
 
There was a young man from Verdun.  
 
There was a young man 
From Cork who got limericks 
And haikus confused 
 
 
It is a little-known fact that Charles Dickens’ book "A Tale Of Two Cities" was first 
serialised in two local newspapers.   

"It was the Bicester Times, it was The Worcester Times”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free to a good home - 2 small filing cabinets, two drawers each with keys, one cream and one black, 
come and get them! Ring Penny in North Newington on 07721 977143. 

 



 

 

  Holiday Activities 
 

Compton Verney Art Gallery & Park  

Easter Trail  

Friday 30th March – Saturday 31st March, 11am – 4pm  

Where has the giant bunny hidden his eggciting clues? 

Will you be able to catch the crazy carrot? 

Will you solve the puzzle to claim your chocolatey prize? 

See www.comptonverney.org.uk for details 

 

Upton House & Gardens 

Cadbury Easter Hunt  

Friday 30th March – Monday 2nd April 

Trail around the grounds of Upton House. Do some exploring, answer our clues and collect your prize.  

See www.nationaltrust.org.uk/upton-house-and-gardens for details 

 

Banbury Museum 

Banbury Museum has lots of activities over the Easter half term holiday, including: 

Brick Jam! 

April 3rd 10.30 – 4pm 

Freedom to imagine with Lego bricks 

 

Going Underground 

Make your very own jumpy bunny, mole in a hole, brilliant badger, bouncy bat, playful fox and 
mischievous meerkat – until 14th April 
 
Visit www.banburymuseum.org for more details 
 

 



North Newington Table Tennis Club 

 

North Newington table tennis juniors getting Oxfordshire recognition 
 
North Newington BCS Table Tennis club was established in 2015. We run coaching sessions for all 
standards: after school clubs on Thursdays (3 - 5.30), and on Wednesdays a junior club (6.30 - 8pm) 
and an open ‘learn to play TT’ sessions for adults (8 - 9.30pm). Come along on a Wednesday evening 
and have a go! 
 
Several of our junior players also attend the BGN coaching academy and some are getting known 
regionally from playing in tournaments and representing Banbury in the National Cadet League. 
George and Archie Fyfe are now England ranked players. In the Oxford City u12 tournament - 
effectively the county championship - George and Archie were semi-finalists, and Will Brown just lost 
out in the final. Also, Maya Heapy recently became Oxon Schools TTA u11 champion. 
 
The new beginners group started in September. Luke Wilson, Oliver Woodward and Sophie Shepherd 
have already made an impact, and the rest of the group are not too far behind.  
 
Our ultimate aim is for these players to progress to the adult NN BCS section and represent the 
village in the local TT league. Our team finished this season a solid third, only just missing out on the 
chance of a promotion to division two.  
 
Special thanks are due to Geoff Gilkes and Daisy Leason for running the junior sessions in my 
absence! What we've achieved since 2015 is "not bad" for a small village, but we do need continued 
help and enthusiasm from our supporters including parents to keep this project sustainable. 
 
The Coach - Eric 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

             Compost Corner 
 

 Clear the borders in preparation for spring plantings.  
Compost may be lightly spread avoiding any emerging bulbs 
and plants.  Lightly fork over to assist the worms in pulling the 
compost below the surface.  Do not pile up compost on to 
shrub stems. 
 
 The growth rate of rose bushes is rapid this month and the 

plants are hungry.  Now is the time to feed them with a dressing of fertiliser or manure.  
Control disease, especially of mildew and blackspot which is likely to develop over the next 
few weeks, and prevention is better than cure.  Use a specific systemic spray but keep up the 
work every three weeks as these diseases spread rapidly throughout the rose plant and will 
quickly defoliate to the detriment of later flower production. 
 
 

 Lawns will require a dressing with fertiliser.  It is noted that the majority of these granular 
fertilisers contain a moss killer.  Spread very thinly to ensure that only the moss is killed as 
too large a dose can cause grass scorch.  Better to apply several light dressings than to 
attempt an all in one go.  Rake out any dead moss to assist the grass to spread into a dense 
sward. 
 

 Plants in the greenhouse or under cover require pricking out or preparing for planting in the 
border next month.  If not already done ensure that tomato plants are potted into 
approximately 7cm pots.  Hold the plants by the leaves only and plant the stems deeply into 
the potting compost.  This will ensure good strong plants for their final planting out into large 
pots or growbags early next month.  Outdoor tomatoes should be planted out in late May, 
otherwise protect from cold nights or late frosts. 
 
 

 Bedding plants, grown from seed, should be pricked out into larger trays using no more than 
say, 25 plants per 30cm tray.  Plant as deeply as compost permits to encourage good deep 
rooting prior to planting out in the garden in mid-May. 
 

 In the vegetable garden plant main crop potatoes from their ‘chitting’ trays.  Pull up earth in 
mounds around each plant.  This can be drawn away to eliminate weeds as the plant 
develops.  A further drawing back to the stem as the plant grows will help to prevent the 
production of green potatoes. 
 
 

 Brassica plants may be planted out within the next few weeks.  If you have not produced 
your own from seed, market stalls and garden centres will supply plants as they become 
available.  Most seeds i.e. carrot, turnip, leeks, onions and spinach can now be planted in 
rows. 
 

 Dig or thoroughly rake over any bare ground to ensure that weed seedlings do not develop.  

           Alan Craven 

 



Thursday (Ladies) Club Meetings 

April 26th 2018 

Carl Portman is talking about Arachnophobia (fear of spiders to you & me) and is going to bring one 
of his spiders with him – possibly a tarantula (safely in his cage). 

 

May 31st 2018 

Tonight is the AGM (will only take about 15 minutes) and then we are having a food tasting session. 
Everyone is being asked to bring a sample of their favourite recipe to taste and copies of the recipe. 

 

June 28th 2018 

Fiddlers Elbow Grease – Oils and balms from Sian in Bloxham. 

 

We are very happy to welcome new member or visitors and many of the meetings like the April 
meeting would be of interest to husbands and partners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  In Remembrance 
 
 



DOROTHY HUGGINS 
 
Who was Dorothy Huggins? Unless you lived in North Newington before 2002, you would have no 
idea, but many of us were recently saddened to learn that Dorothy died aged 96. Dorothy and Eddie 
came to our village some 38 years ago when they sold their hotel in Scotland and built a bungalow in 
School Lane next door to their son Geoffrey, Dorothy Jnr and their children Caroline and Christopher.  
Dorothy was a founding member of the Village Improvement Group and tirelessly worked to raise 
funds to enable many, much needed, improvements to North Newington, including the £10,000 that 
had to be raised to match the £10,000 received to pay for the village millennium celebration play area 
at the school.  
 
At the Ladies Thursday Club, Dorothy was a founding member, a treasurer and Coffee Queen until 
she left the village in 2002 to join her family ‘up North’. The Thursday group had a drama group and 
Dorothy produced all the performances, including the incredibly popular pantomimes at the Sports 
and Social Club in the 1980s.  
 
As Parish Councillor Dorothy served for many years. She also helped improve pupil’s reading at the 
school and assisted with the church Sunday group.  
 
Dorothy lived alone after Eddie died but still joined in all village activities and when she left she was 
greatly missed by friends and neighbours.  
 
So now you all know who Dorothy Huggins was – as do we.  
The Two Margarets.  
 

 

 


