
 
 

North Newington Parish Council – MN04/18 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 10th April 2018 at Bishop Carpenter School at 7.30pm.  
 
Present: Cllrs P Espinaisse, G Doidge and Vice Chair M Davison 
 Clerk E Boswell 
Apologies:   S Holford, Chair D Jennings 
Guests:  None 
Public:  None 
 

 
1.  Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
 These were agreed and signed 
 
2. Declaration of Interest – There were no declarations of interest 
 
3. Matters Arising 
 

• Chairman’s resignation – Cllr Jennings resignation was presented to and accepted by the Council.  Vice 
Chair Cllr Davison will chair until the new chairman is elected in May.  Proposed PE seconded GD 

• Preparation for open meeting – Presentation slides to be updated.  PE to complete the finance slides and then 
forward to MD to complete the chairman’s presentation. 

• Renewal of grass cutting contracts – The PC resolved to continue to use Mr Prickett for the grass cutting and 
upkeep of play area and verges.  Proposed PE seconded GD. 

• Audit preparations – The end of year accounts were presented to and approved by the council.  The Annual 
Governance Statement and Accounting statements were duly signed. The Certificate of Exemption was 
completed and signed and will be returned to Moore Stephens.  The council resolved to ask J Gallon to 
complete the internal audit this year.  Proposed PE seconded MD 

•  
4. Planning Permission 
 

• 18/00085/TCA – T1,T2,T3,T4,T5,T6 – Lawson Conifers – Reduce by 25% T7 Elderflower- Fell T8 
Hawthorne – Reduce by 15% T9,T10 Apple – Reduce by 25% T11 Apple – Reduce by 15% T12 Pruwe – 
Reduce by 15% - The Manor House, Main Street North Newington OX15 6AF – The PC has no 
observations and wishes to make no further comments regarding this application. 
 

5. Finance 
Review of Income and Expenditure  - The monthly accounts were reviewed by the Responsible Finance 
Officer at this meeting, they were found to be a correct and accurate account.  Proposed PE seconded 
MD.   
Bill payments - There were no bill payments to present to the PC 

 
6. Children’s Playground – The Clerk noted that the bin required emptying, which she has done. Cllr Doidge 

has agreed to take over the monthly monitoring of the playground from 1st May. 
  

Defibrillator – The Clerk carried out the inspection on 9th April; there were no issues to report. 
 
7.         Clerks Business 

• Confidential waste & file archiving –In order to bring the PC up to date with the changes to the GDPR, 
which takes effect from 25th May 2018.  The PC will adopt the advice provided by the National Association 
for Local Councils in their legal topic notice No: 40 in the management and retention of its documents.  
Therefore documents & records will be retained, archived or confidentially disposed of accordingly. 

• Salt – The salt bins have been refilled & the 25k bags have been delivered to Park Farm & are ready for 
distribution around the village. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

• Telephone Kiosk – At the last meeting Cllr Holford noted that BT had removed the telephone from the 
phone box on the Shutford Road; however, the kiosk was still in situ.  The Clerk asked for a time frame for 
the removal of the phone box and has been notified by BT that as regards to the removals that were agreed, 
these are part of a major UK wide programme, which is taking place over the next couple of years or so and 
as it is a large and complex project it isn’t possible for BT to give an indication of timescales beyond that.  
As it is becoming increasingly dirty the PC resolved to include it as part of this years ‘Spring Clean’ when it 
will be washed down.  Proposed MD seconded PE all agreed. 

• Barclays Bank – The PC has written to Barclays instructing them to close the account & transfer the balance 
to Unity Bank, the letter was signed at the meeting by the Clerk & the RFO. 

8. Village Improvement Group  - The VIG meeting was held on 20th March.   The VIG resolved to hold a ‘Pimms 
& Tea Party’ on the 19th May at the school to celebrate the wedding of Prince Harry and Megan, the wedding 
will be shown on the big screen, the VIG will provide the Pimms & Tea with the idea that guests ‘bring a picnic’.  
The date for the Fete this year has been set for 14th July & after much discussion the VIG has resolved to 
continue holding a fete every year with the Harfest being held every other year.  The dates for these events will 
be published in the April Gossip.  The VIG resolved to replant the flower tubs at the end of May.  The VIG has 
been approached by a resident asking permission to fundraise with a view to replacing the playground 
equipment; Cllr Holford will speak to the resident in question to obtain further information. 

 
9.     Any other matters for discussion   -  

• Cllr Espinaisse noted that the jubilee clips securing the dog bin to the post had broken.   
• The Clerk noted that the post on the green outside the Manor has again been knocked over & broken & will 

obtain a quote for its replacement. 
• Cllr Doidge suggested that the PC consider other projects this year such as speed reducing signs in the 

village.  The PC will canvass the opinions of residents at the open meeting. 
• Cllr Davison noted that the notice board on the green is in need of some repair; the PC will assess what 

repairs and refurbishment may be required during the spring clean. 
 

 
 
The next meeting will be on 8th May 2018 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm 
 

 


