The Village
Gossip
1st December 2016

Email: thegossip@northnewington.info

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA
Father Christmas arrives in North Newington and we
have our Village Christmas party on Friday 16th
December
At Bishop Carpenter School
You are all invited

•

6pm – the children will head off with the Elves to greet Father Christmas and guide
him back to his Grotto, where all village children will be able to meet him and receive
their gift and sweets

•

‘Festive Disco’ until 7pm - children can bop along to the Christmas themed disco
whilst the adults mingle and enjoy a selection of drinks and nibbles.
FROM 7.30PM

•

Hook Norton Brass Band – we are delighted that once again the band will be at this
event. They’ll be playing a selection of traditional Christmas Carols for us to sing
along to.

•

Village Quartet – we welcome back our village quartet and know you will enjoy their
performance whilst indulging in the delicious refreshments provided.
Please come along to meet your friends and
begin the season with our celebrations. If you are
new to the village it is a great time to meet a few
villagers and join in the fun.
As ever this is a free event for all North
Newington villagers. VIG

Village Gossip magazine editor
The position has been filled!
From the 1st January 2017 your new editors will be Cat & Karra
Please continue to send all your contributions to the email address: thegossip@northnewington.info
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Looking back… and forward
Sadly we have lost two members of our village in recent months that have been backbones to
the community and their families. We said goodbye to Mr Mike Horn and our thoughts are
with Yvonne and her family. In the village, you would always see Mike at voting time, making
sure we all behaved while doing our solemn duty. Also Mike and Yvonne were keen caravan
enthusiasts. Being an ex traffic policeman Mike also helped with many queries regarding
speeding in the village.
Mrs Lily Taylor has left us more recently, reaching her 90’s and being the centre of
Broughton Ground farm and the Taylor farming family. Our thoughts are with you Andrew,
Margaret and family.
We now welcome Hayley, Andrew, Al and Charles Boland who have move into 'Tally Ho’ on the
Banbury road and we hope to meet and welcome them at the various Christmas events. A big
welcome to them all and hope they enjoy their life in North Newington.
Also we welcome Katherine and Haden and their children Amelia and Edward to Top house in
School Lane. See you all soon.
VIG
CHRISTOBELLA SAYE AND SELE TRUST.
This Trust was set up in 1789 to help villagers of North Newington finding themselves in financial need.
This is an invitation for you to apply if you feel the trust can help.
The Trust income amounts to about £400 per year and is divided between the school and the village.
Anyone of any age who is in financial need can apply.
This year The Trustees meet on the 12th of December to consider applications.
Please come forward if you feel the Trust could help. If you know of anyone else in the parish that might
benefit, again, please let us know. Do remember this applies to anyone of any age in the Parish who’s in
need. Times are hard; the Trust is here to help.
Contact: Margaret Allan Tel. 730498. Laverock Cottage, NN
Mary Bentley Tel 738835 Herrief’s Farm, NN
Richard Moyle Tel. 730085 School Lane, NN
Roger Shapley Tel. 730466 The Old Forge NN
John Tasker
Tel. 730531 Saddlers Cottage, NN
Rev. Ronald Hawkes. Tel. 730555 Sibford Gower
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Neighbourhood watch booklets were recently sent to all villagers. Currently N. watch contacts are:
David Church: village co-ordinator and covers Main Street / Shutford Road.
Telephone 01295 730200
E-mail david.church2@gmail.com
Alan Craven: covers School Lane.
Telephone 01295 730501
E-mail: cravenajaw69@btinternet.com
All messages / warnings are sent by e-mail. If you would like to be added to the list please let Alan or
myself know. It would be very helpful if a third person could volunteer to cover Park Lane and Banbury
Road. If you would like to assist please let me know.
David Church
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Compost Corner

December is the time to trim back and shape holly bushes and trees, hence the traditional
traditional use of the berried foliage for Christmas household decoration. Whilst the
the decorative practice may not be as popular as it was, it is non-the-less a good time to carry out the task
of trimming.
Brussels sprouts are most flavoursome after a frost, although some varieties which include Nelson F1 and
Evesham Special are bred to develop good flavour as early as September. Remember these for sowing
next Feb.-Apr. Follow these with the late modern F1 varieties, which tend to produce a tighter sprout
than some of the traditional varieties. Discard any ‘blown’ sprouts from the base of the stem together
with any yellowing leaves as these may transmit fungal diseases, which can spread to the whole crop.
Also, remember that parsnips improve in flavour after a good frost, so don’t be in a great hurry to harvest
this valuable winter vegetable.
An old vegetable making a comeback in popularity, is Dwarf Kale (or curly kale). Highly nutritious and
extremely hardy, so can be picked throughout the winter. The varieties, ‘Dwarf Green Curled’ and
‘Starbor F1’ are described as ultra-hardy and may be harvested from Sept. though to March. Sowing is
from March to May and March to July respectively.
Bring terracotta pots and containers indoors for the winter as even the so call frost proof ones can absorb
water and as the frozen water expands tend to flake or crack. Tapered pots and containers suffer least as
the tapered wedge of soil can be forced upward when frozen whereas straight-sided containers suffer
damage from lateral or outward stress.
Alan Craven

Julian’s Jokes

Why did the reindeer feel sad?
He had low elf esteem.
…………………………
Marks & Spencers' new advert states that it wouldn't be
Christmas without M&S.
And they’re quite right. It would be Chrita.
……………………………………………………………………………..
Who is the most famous singer in Lapland?
Elfis Presley.
…………………………………………
“I am the ghost of Christmas Future Imperfect Conditional”,
said the spirit.
“I bring news of what would have been going to happen, if
you were not to have been going to change your ways."
………………………………………………………………………
Why did Santa eat his helper’s sandwich?
He was on an elfy diet.
…………………………………….
My new years resolution will be to stop using spray-on
deodorant.
Roll on next year!

Parish Council Notice
The Parish Council is
currently considering
purchasing a Defibrillator
for the village and has
invited ‘Community
Heartbeat’, who is the
leading community
defibrillator organization,
to offer advice, information
and guidance on what’s
involved in buying and
running a community
defibrillator. Should you
wish to hear the
presentation it will be on
the agenda for the Parish
Council meeting taking place
on Tuesday 6th December
7.30pm at Bishop Carpenter
School.
North Newington Parish
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THE VIG SCREEN
At Bishop Carpenter School, Doors open 7pm
Film starts 7.30pm
You are welcome to bring your own drinks and popcorn!
(£3.50 raffle admission)

9th December – The Man Who Knew Infinity

The story of the life and academic career of the pioneer Indian mathematician, Srinivasa
Ramanujan, and his friendship with his mentor, Professor G.H. Hardy. Starring: Dev Patel,
Jeremy Irons, and Malcolm Sinclair

13th January 2017 – Eddie The Eagle
Cut from the Olympic ski team, British athlete Michael "Eddie" Edwards travels to
Germany to test his skills at ski jumping. Fate leads him to Bronson Peary, a former ski
jumper who now works as a snowplow driver. Impressed by Edwards' spirit and
determination, Peary agrees to train the young underdog. Despite an entire nation counting
him out, Eddie's never-say-die attitude takes him all the way to a historic and improbable
showing at the 1988 Winter Olympics in Calgary, Alberta.

10th February – Hail Ceaser
In the early 1950s, Eddie Mannix is busy at work trying to solve all the problems of the
actors and filmmakers at Capitol Pictures. His latest assignments involve a disgruntled
director, a singing cowboy, a beautiful swimmer and a handsome dancer. As if all this wasn't
enough, Mannix faces his biggest challenge when Baird Whitlock gets kidnapped while in
costume for the swords-and-sandals epic "Hail, Caesar!" If the studio doesn't pay $100,000,
it's the end of the line for the movie star.

31st

10th March – ‘Now You See Me 2’
March – Me and Earl and the Dying Girl

NEW OXFORDSHIRE COMMUNITY GRANTS FUND PROGRAMME JUST LAUNCHED
Oxford City Council has been awarded the contract by the Skills Funding Agency (SFA) to deliver the
Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership’s (OxLEP) Community Grants programme.
Local organisations can apply for grants between £5,000 and £50,000. Between now and the end of
March 2017 there will be three calls for grant applications from community groups, charities, faith
groups and social enterprises to support the most disadvantaged unemployed people in Oxfordshire.
We are keen to spread the word across the county and would encourage local community
organizations to read the guidance on our web pages www.oxford.gov.uk/esf and consider making an
application to the fund.
If any community groups would like to make an application, attend future guidance meetings or have
any queries about the grants programme, then please contact us at the details below: Geoff Foulkes
ESF Performance & Audit Officer Oxford City Council, St Aldate’s Chambers 109-113 St Aldate’s
Oxford OX1 1DS (01865) 252855 gfoulkes@oxford.gov.uk
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CHRISTMAS	
  RAFFLE:	
  BUY	
  YOUR	
  TICKETS	
  NOW!	
  
Buy	
  your	
  tickets	
  for	
  our	
  annual	
  Christmas	
  Raffle	
  from	
  one	
  of	
  our	
  shops	
  or	
  pick	
  them	
  up	
  from	
  
the	
   Hospice.	
   Prizes	
   include	
   a	
   state	
   of	
   the	
   art	
   Xbox	
   games	
   console	
   (perfect	
   for	
   that	
   young	
  
member	
   of	
   the	
   family	
   this	
   Christmas),	
   a	
   giant	
   4.5l	
   bottle	
   of	
   Bell’s	
   Whisky	
   (perfect	
   for	
   the	
  
older	
   members	
   of	
   the	
   family	
   this	
   Christmas!),	
   a	
   beautiful	
   handcrafted	
   appliqué	
   quilt,	
   and	
  
many	
  more	
  fantastic	
  prizes!	
  £1	
  per	
  ticket.	
  Draw	
  takes	
  place	
  19	
  December.	
  
	
  
CALLING	
  ALL	
  LOCAL	
  BUSINESSES:	
  CAN	
  YOU	
  DONATE	
  SOME	
  FERRERO	
  ROCHER?	
  
Are	
  you	
  a	
  local	
  business	
  looking	
  to	
  help	
  a	
  local	
  charity	
  this	
  Christmas?	
  Every	
  year	
  our	
  supporters	
  knit	
  Christmas	
  
novelties	
  which	
  contain	
  a	
  Ferrero	
  Rocher	
  chocolate	
  and	
  are	
  sold	
  all	
  over	
  the	
  community.	
  It’s	
  a	
  great	
  way	
  of	
  raising	
  
funds	
  for	
  us;	
  every	
  novelty	
  sold	
  could	
  pay	
  for	
  a	
  cup	
  of	
  tea	
  and	
  some	
  biscuits	
  for	
  a	
  day	
  hospice	
  patient	
  at	
  Katharine	
  
House.	
  If	
  you	
  can	
  help	
  us	
  by	
  donating	
  some	
  Ferrero	
  Rocher	
  to	
  fill	
  our	
  Christmas	
  novelties	
  this	
  year,	
  please	
  call	
  our	
  
Fundraising	
  Team	
  on	
  01295	
  816	
  484.	
  Thank	
  you!	
  
	
  
DO	
  YOU	
  KNOW	
  SEO?	
  
Do	
  you	
  have	
  experience	
  optimising	
  website	
  content	
  for	
  search	
  engines?	
  Can	
  you	
  help	
  us	
  fine	
  tune	
  our	
  content	
  to	
  
make	
  it	
  easier	
  for	
  people	
  in	
  our	
  community	
  to	
  find	
  what	
  they’re	
  looking	
  for?	
  If	
  you	
  can	
  spare	
  a	
  few	
  hours	
  to	
  help	
  us	
  
provide	
  a	
  better	
  online	
  service	
  to	
  people	
  facing	
  life-‐limiting	
  illnesses,	
  please	
  get	
  in	
  touch	
  with	
  Chris	
  on	
  01295	
  816	
  
484,	
  or	
  email	
  chris.higgins@khh.org.uk	
  	
  	
  
	
  
VOLUNTEER	
  NEEDED!	
  
Can	
  you	
  spare	
  a	
  morning	
  each	
  week	
  to	
  collect	
  and	
  deliver	
  our	
  collecting	
  tins	
  and	
  posters	
  in	
  the	
  local	
  area?	
  Terry,	
  
our	
  current	
  volunteer	
  has	
  been	
  helping	
  us	
  for	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  years	
  and	
  has	
  retired	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  November.	
  We’d	
  
love	
  to	
  hear	
  from	
  you	
  if	
  you	
  can	
  help	
  us,	
  please	
  call	
  Wendy	
  in	
  the	
  Fundraising	
  Office	
  on	
  01295	
  816	
  484.	
  

KIDS SCREEN
Christmas film 10th December at 10am
Bishop Carpenter School

"The secret life of pets".

There will be popcorn, sweets, bagels and bacon
rolls.
Coffee and tea for the adults.
	
  

Christmas Lights…A growing village tradition
About 5 years ago a small group of villagers on School Lane decided to switch on our outdoor
Christmas Lights together and then share a glass of mulled wine to get the Christmas season off to a
good start. Over the years the twinkling lights around the village have spread and spread, as has the
group sharing a mince pie and mulled wine.
Well it’s that time of year again to dig out your outdoor lights, hang dangerously from a ladder, then
flick the switch and join in the unofficial annual School Lane/North Newington Christmas Light
Switch on, then come and enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie outside Longmead, School Lane
on Sunday 4th December, 6.00 p.m.
5
Open to all, so put your lights up and let’s get the village twinkling!!!!
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The Horton General Hospital faces a total downgrade, by Roseanne Edwards

I’m sure you will all have seen stories in the Banbury Guardian about the imminent threat to
inpatient services, offered by consultants, at the Horton.
The threat is due to a government initiative called STP (Sustainability and Transformation Plans)
which have been top secret and are designed to totally revamp the NHS, handing many services
to private business and encouraging use of medical insurance as well as cutting £22 billion from
the health budget.
It will concentrate all acute care in a small number of very large hospitals, and closure of
district general hospitals like ours in Banbury. It is being forced on NHS Oxfordshire, to cut
£200m from the budget for existing services by 2020-21.
There is a growing protest movement against the Oxfordshire STP but the general public is still
largely unaware of what the consequences will be.
In this area it will mean travelling to Oxford or Warwick for most hospital needs with the Horton
becoming a day centre for day-case surgery, diagnostics (scans, ex-rays etc) and outpatient
appointments.
The tactics being used by those trying to push this through with least resistance include timing
release of the detail in mid-December when everyone is diverted by Christmas. All STPs must be
‘signed off’ on December 23. We have little time left.
The language being used (e.g. sustainability, transformation, improvement) is extremely
deceptive and requires translation. In reality many of the words mean the opposite, e.g.
sustainability = reduce or cut; transform = totally change/close; improve = economise but
worsen accessibility.
STPs show hundreds of hospital beds being replaced by reliance on home care by GPs with
families providing nursing. However general practice is in meltdown across the UK and even NHS
Oxfordshire realises there will not be enough GPs to do this. Instead enhanced nurses will do
much of their work.
Dr Roger Shapley and I are keen to hold a public meeting in January and Bishop Carpenter has
kindly offered use of the school hall. It is important people know what is really happening
before consultation begins as early as New Year. We are currently fighting a ‘split’ consultation,
as if the first (maternity, stroke and trauma) goes against us, we cannot win the second as
services are interdependent.
Please see the next Gossip for details. If you want more information (space here is limited)
please email me at roseanne_edwards@journalist.com
Please also see www.keepthehortongeneral.org.uk and www.facebook.com/SaveOurHorton
An invitation from Bishop Carpenter School
If you fancy getting into the Christmas spirit in true fashion… anyone from the village is invited to 2
dress rehearsal performances of the children doing their Christmas pantomimes at the
School Hall. Just turn up! Friday 9th December at 2pm… the older children in their production of
‘Goldilocks’ - the Roald Dahl production. Then on Monday 12th December it is the little ones in
'Christmas Counts’. They are only the dress rehearsals so there may be a few stops and starts but
its great to see the children celebrating Christmas in this way.
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