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HORTON GENERAL HOSPITAL 
 
Changes to local health care provision at the Horton General Hospital. 
 
Despite all the protests the Horton Maternity Unit became a Midwifery Led Unit on the 3rd of 
October. The OUHFT [Oxford University Hospitals Foundation Trust] rejected appeals from the 
KTHG [Keep The Horton General] committee to allow a consultant-led service to continue. 
 
This means that there will be no doctor cover in Obstetrics, so any mum booking in at the Horton 
for maternity care will be referred to the John Radcliffe unless they are considered totally 
straightforward and safe. This could reduce the number of mums delivering at the Horton from 
1400 to 400 per annum. Operative Gynaecology will go too. 
 
Paediatrics, Accident and Emergency and some Surgery and General Medicine are under threat 
too. Local GP services are also under threat, as you will have seen in the Banbury Guardian. 
 
The latest Government announcement stated that there will be no extra funding for the NHS, that 
more will be revealed in the Autumn Financial Statement and that we will all be consulted at the 
end of the year when Mr. Hunt’s Sustainability and Transformation Plans come to light.  
 
The Horton is not unique. Hospitals and GP services across the country are facing similar threats. 
The recent march to 10 Downing Street was attended by groups ranging from the South Coast to 
the Midlands. 
 
Ultimately it’s a question of how much we’re prepared to invest in a National Health Service via 
taxation and how much were prepared to see it privatised.  It’s a battle of ideologies and the 
devil take the hindmost, in this case the poorest from whom our economy takes the most. 
 
Anyway, stay informed and involved.  Lots in the press and local TV and of course the KTHG 
website and the OUHFT website. 
 

Roger Shapley 

 

A very big THANK YOU to everyone who sent donations, brought 
cakes and gave so generously at our Macmillan Coffee Morning held on 

30 September. We raised the grand total of £358!!  See you next 
year!  Thank you, Gill & Sally 



disappointmentdisappointmentdisappointmentdisappointmentdisappointment 

 

2 

CHRISTOBELLA SAYE AND SELE TRUST. 
 

This Trust was set up in 1789 to help villagers of North Newington finding themselves in financial need. 
This is an invitation for you to apply if you feel the trust can help. 
The Trust income amounts to about £400 per year and is divided between the school and the village. 
Anyone of any age who is in financial need can apply. 
 
 This year The Trustees meet on the 12th. of December to consider applications. 
  
Please come forward if you feel the Trust could help. If you know of anyone else in the parish that might 
benefit, again, please let us know.  Do remember this applies to anyone of any age in the Parish who’s in 
need. Times are hard; the Trust is here to help. 
  
Contact:  Margaret Allan    Tel. 730498.      Laverock Cottage, NN 
               Mary Bentley       Tel  738835    Herrief’s Farm NN.             
               Richard Moyle     Tel.  730085     School Lane,  NN 
               Roger Shapley      Tel.  730466  The Old Forge  NN 
              John Tasker          Tel.  730531    Saddlers Cottage,  NN 
              Rev. Ronald Hawkes.  Tel.  730555  Sibford Gower 

VACANCY – Village Gossip 
magazine editor  - As of 1st 
January 2017 I will no longer be 
editing the Village Gossip magazine.  I’ve been 
involved with and very much enjoyed producing 
the Gossip for four years, however, I feel now 
is the time to hand the baton over to someone 
else.  So if you would like to take over the 
magazine this is your chance!  You can start 
with, quite literally, a clean sheet of paper.  You 
could produce an edition monthly, quartley and 
include whichever features, adverts you like, 
whatever fits with you.  If you’re interested 
please contact me on 01295 738803.  Many 
thanks, Elaine 

Parish Council Notice 

The Parish Council is currently considering 
purchasing a Defibrillator for the village 

and has invited ‘Community Heartbeat’, who 
is the leading community defibrillator 

organization, to offer advice, information 
and guidance on what’s involved in buying and 

running a community defibrillator.  Should 
you wish to hear the presentation it will be 

on the agenda for the Parish Council meeting 
taking place on Tuesday 6th December 
7.30pm at Bishop Carpenter School. 

North Newington Parish Council 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Neighbourhood watch booklets were recently sent to all villagers.  Currently N. watch 
contacts are: 
 

David Church: village co-ordinator and covers Main Street / Shutford Road. 
Telephone 01295 730200 

E-mail david.church2@gmail.com 
 

Alan Craven: covers School Lane. 
Telephone 01295 730501 

E-mail: cravenajaw69@btinternet.com 
 
All messages / warnings are sent by e-mail. If you would like to be added to the list please let Alan or 
myself know. It would be very helpful if a third person could volunteer to cover Park Lane and Banbury 
Road. If you would like to assist please let me know.      David Church                     
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Compost Corner 
 

Take advantage of the residual warmth in the soil to plant shrubs and small potted 
trees.  Roses in particular will benefit from this timing and after planting prune 
down to about 30% of growth.   Stick to the usual planting rules with a hole three 

times wider than the pot and a little deeper than required to allow for a base dressing of fresh compost 
or farmyard manure if available.  Incorporate a good handful of fish, blood and bone meal into the 
infilling soil.  Tease out the roots from the root ball to give an all-round spread, which will aid the 
stability of the plant and send out a good root system in search of nutrition.  Water well, preferably 
with barrel saved water.  Do not cool the earth with water direct from the tap, in preference leave a 
bucket full for 24 hours to achieve ambient temperature.   
Tidy up borders as plants finish flowering and die back.  Complete pruning of all climbing roses by the 
end of the month.  Where necessary protect plants from strong winter winds by staking.  If the garden 
is prone to damage from wind why not create various hedges as they act as an excellent filter for wind 
protection. 

Sow winter beans.  Aquadulce or Super Aquadulce or a new variety Witkiem all produce good quality 
early broad beans and are best sown from November to February.  Watch out for slugs, which devour 
the emerging young leaves.   

Attend to fences, fence posts and other garden structures before winter sets in.  Create a hibernation 
point for hedgehogs in a corner of the garden where they will not be disturbed.  This can be a few 
random logs under a pile of leaves. 

Alan Craven   

Julian’s Jokes 
 
 

               Patient: “Doctor, doctor, my sister treats me like Lucy treats Linus." 
Doctor: “It sounds as though you have analogy to Peanuts." 

………………………………………………. 

Q: What’s the most popular chocolate bar at a Mexican funeral? 

A: A sombre Aero 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

My colleague keeps telling me terrible bird jokes...well, toucan play at that game. 

……………………………… 

If your parachute doesn't deploy don't worry: you have the rest of your life to fix it. 

……………………………………………… 

Q: What did the inflatable headmaster of the inflatable school say to the inflatable boy? 

A: “You've let yourself down, you’ve let me down and worst of all you’ve let the school down". 
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THE VIG SCREEN 

                                                                 
                       At Bishop Carpenter School, Doors open 7pm (£3.50 raffle admission) 

                        Film starts 7.30pm 
You are welcome to bring your own drinks and popcorn! 

 
    11th November – Bridge Of Spies 
 
During the Cold War, an American lawyer is recruited to defend an arrested Soviet 
spy in court, and then help the CIA facilitate an exchange of the spy for the Soviet 
captured American U2 spy plane pilot, Francis Gary Powers. Starring: Tom Hanks, 
Mark Rylance, Alan Alda 

 
 
 

25th November – The Lobster 
 
In a dystopian near future, single people, according to the laws of The City, are 
taken to The Hotel, where they are obliged to find a romantic partner in forty-five 
days or are transformed into beasts and sent off into The Woods.  Starring: Colin 
Farrell, Rachel Weisz, and Jessica Barden 

 
 

 
 
9th December – The Man Who Knew Infinity 

 
The story of the life and academic career of the pioneer Indian mathematician, 
Srinivasa Ramanujan, and his friendship with his mentor, Professor G.H. Hardy. 
Starring: Dev Patel, Jeremy Irons, and Malcolm Sinclair 

 
 

 
Please contact the film club organizers if you’d like to put forward suggestions of films, new or 

old, that you’d like them to consider showing. 
Email your suggestions to: - thegossip@northnewington.info 

How to contact us…… 
Parish Council – northnewingtonparishcouncil@gmail.com Parish Clerk – Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803        
Village newsletter – thegossip@northnewington.info Editors Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803 & Luci Jordan Tel: 730928 
Village facebook page – www.facebook.com/northnewington Village website – northnewington.wordpress.com 
Luci Jordan Tel: 730928 
 

Babysitters - Live in North Newington: - Emily Howarth- 01295 738560 Esme Davidson – 01295 738247 

The Editors reserve the right to make any alterations to your contributions for the gossip for publishing purposes and accept no 
responsibility for any omissions or their consequences. 
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         Blokes Book Club  - “Crisis” by Frank Gardner 
 
Frank Gardner is the BBC security correspondent and was 

seriously injured in Saudi Arabia by terrorists in 2004 and as a consequence of that is now 
wheelchair-bound. His cameraman at the time was killed. So he’s seen the seamier side of 
international politics at first hand and does write with a convincing awareness of what it’s like to be 
near the front line. 
 
This is his first novel. The plot is unbelievably tortuous; it concerns a drug cartel based in South 
America, which in revenge for harassment by the UK buys a nuclear bomb from North Korea with 
plans to set it off on Remembrance Day in London.  The heroes are thin and one-dimensional but 
terribly macho.   
 
The villains are potentially interesting but left either getting frizzed with radioactivity or being shot 
by our macho hero. Boys Own Paper a la James Bond. It’s difficult to write this having got used to 
and admired Frank Gardner’s dispassionate and objective news dispatches. 
Having said that it’ s a real page-turner [and you can miss whole chunks without losing the plot] 
and he can screw up the tension, Great for a plane journey but disappointing if you’ve become 
used to Nordic Noir. 

Better/different news next time I hope. 

Roger Shapley  12/10/16 

On	  our	  website	  you	  can	  now	  securely	  donate,	  register	  for	  the	  Santa	  Fun	  Run,	  or	  buy	  
a	  Christmas	  card	  with	   the	  click	  of	  a	  button	  on	  your	  computer,	   tablet	  or	  phone.	   It’s	  
much	  easier	  for	  you	  and	  it	  saves	  us	  time	  and	  money	  when	  we	  process	  everything	  at	  
our	  end.	  We’ve	  also	  changed	   the	  structure	  of	   the	  site	  so	   that	   it’s	  easier	   for	  you	   to	  
find	  what	   you	   need	   and	   clear	   for	   you	   to	   understand.	   That’s	   how	  we’d	   talk	   things	  
through	  with	  you	  if	  you	  visit	  us	  in	  person,	  so	  we	  think	  it	  should	  be	  the	  same	  on	  our	  
website.	  You	  can	  see	  all	  the	  changes	  at	  www.khh.org.uk	  	  

SANTA	  FUN	  RUN	  –	  SATURDAY	  4	  DECEMBER,	  SPICEBALL	  PARK	  
We	  hope	  you’ll	  join	  us	  for	  our	  7th	  annual	  Santa	  Fun	  Run	  to	  raise	  funds	  for	  your	  local	  hospice.	  You	  can	  run	  
(or	  walk!)	  the	  route	  for	  fun,	  fitness,	  or	  in	  memory	  of	  family	  or	  friends.	  Bring	  your	  family,	  or	  sign	  up	  to	  run	  
with	  co-‐workers	  or	  your	  sports	  team.	  For	  further	  information,	  visit	  https://www.khh.org.uk/Event/santa-‐
fun-‐run	  or	  pick	  up	  a	  leaflet	  from	  one	  of	  our	  shops.	  
	  
CHRISTMAS	  CARDS	  
Our	  ever	  popular	  Christmas	  cards	  are	  now	  on	  sale	  in	  our	  shops,	  and	  you	  can	  also	  buy	  them	  direct	  from	  our	  
new	   website.	   To	   buy	   your	   cards	   online,	   please	   visit	   our	   online	   shop	   at	  
https://www.khh.org.uk/pages/shop/department/christmas	  	  
	  
LIGHTS	  OF	  LOVE	  SERVICES	  2016	  
We’d	  like	  to	  invite	  you	  to	  our	  Lights	  of	  Love	  services	  this	  December.	  If	  you’d	  like	  to	  remember	  someone	  
special,	  or	   just	  want	   to	  be	  around	  other	  people	  who	  are	  also	   thinking	  of	   loved	  ones	   this	  Christmas,	  we	  
hope	  you’ll	  join	  us	  in	  Banbury	  or	  Brackley.	  If	  you’d	  like	  to	  dedicate	  a	  light	  in	  memory	  of	  someone	  special,	  
please	  visit	  www.khh.org.uk	  or	  pick	  up	  a	  leaflet	  from	  one	  of	  our	  shops.	  The	  services	  are	  as	  follows:	  
	  
LIGHTS	  OF	  LOVE	  SERVICE	  –	  BANBURY:	  THURSDAY	  1	  DECEMBER,	  7PM	  AT	  ST.	  MARY’S	  CHURCH	  
LIGHTS	  OF	  LOVE	  SERVICE	  –	  BRACKLEY:	  WEDNESDAY	  7	  DECEMBER,	  7.30PM	  AT	  ST.	  PETER’S	  CHURCH	  
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       Flower tubs 

 
A huge thank you goes to the flower tub planters. 

To name but a 
few, Mike, Penny G, Margaret M, David, Luci, 

Elaine, Alan and 
Mary. So thanks so much for all your hard work. 

Just so you know the flowers have been 
purchased this year 

from Quarry Nurseries 
Quarry Road 
Near Banbury 
OX15 6DF 

Tel: 07903 655267 
So do go and visit Philip, who will be able to help 

you with all 
your gardening needs and many thanks to him for 

helping us 
out this year. 

As always, please look after a flower tub if you 
live near one! 

Thanks. 
   VIG 

 
Christmas party 

You are all invited to the village Christmas 
party 

on Friday December 16th at the 
School. 

Children will be entertained with music, sing 
carols and have a visit from Father Christmas 
from 6pm until 7.30pm. Then the adults can 

join 
in the fun from 7.30pm with some drinks and 
nibbles when our North Newington quartet 

will 
entertain us with their joyful selection of 

Christmas songs. 
Please come along to meet your friends and 

begin the season with our celebrations. If you 
are 

new to the village it is a great time to meet a 
few 

villagers and join in the fun. 
As ever this is a free event for all 

North 
Newington villagers.   VIG 

Christmas Lights…A growing village tradition 

About 5 years ago a small group of villagers on School Lane decided to switch on our outdoor 
Christmas Lights together and then share a glass of mulled wine to get the Christmas season off to a 
good start.  Over the years the twinkling lights around the village have spread and spread, as has the 

group sharing a mince pie and mulled wine. 

Well it’s that time of year again to dig out your outdoor lights, hang dangerously from a ladder, then 
flick the switch and join in the unofficial annual School Lane/North Newington Christmas Light 

Switch on, then come and enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie outside Longmead, School Lane 
on Sunday 4th December, 6.00 p.m. 

Open to all, so put your lights up and let’s get the village twinkling!!!! 

 

WILL’S KINDLING! 
Top quality kindling delivered to your door. 

£3.50 a bag 

Contact Will on 01295 738851 

 


