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'Har-Fest 2016’ 

A very big Harvest thank you to everyone who came and contributed and joined in with the 
2016 'Har-Fest’ competition. 

There were some really amazing items; from selfie photos from the 60’s to beautiful art 
work and some great edible necklaces. The chocolate cakes were also a treat and were 
devoured at the end of the competition. Also many thanks to all the judges for their work. 

Next time the VIG organise this event it will be on a Sunday so more of the village can join 
in so we don’t clash with all the Saturday morning events that the children have in their busy 
lives ….. thanks for coming and we hope you all enjoyed it. So please plan your vegetable 
growing and we look forward to seeing you at the next 'Har-Fest event’. (VIG) 

 

Flower tubs 

 

I hope everyone agrees the flower tubs around the village have 
looked very colourful this year. As the season comes to a close the 
tubs will be replanted sometime in October. We will let you know when exactly! If you live 
near a tub and have been looking after it during the summer, please feel free to remove the 
flowers as they fade away, this will help with replanting. The soil will have fertiliser added 
this year to give the plants a boost. Thanks for your help with this and we look forward to 

seeing the autumn plants in all the tubs. 

VIG planting team. 
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Compost Corner 
 
If not already done attention to lawns should be carried out at the earliest 
opportunity.  If moss is present a good scarifying either with a springtine rake or 
or hired scarifier following an application of a fertiliser containing moss killer.  This 

This action will also assist with the clearing of old matted grass and open up the soil to benefit 
from the fertiliser.  Remove fallen leaves from lawns as soon as possible as they may cause the 
grass to rot and harbour disease.  A rotary mower is a good machine for picking up fallen leaves 
or alternatively rake them off for composting. 
 
The traditional recommendation for the treatment of dahlias is to await the blackening by the 
first frosts before lifting the tubers.  In the current milder autumn seasons, this may be rather late 
and dahlias may therefore be lifted before the end of the month.  The tubers should then be 
washed, dried and wrapped in old newspaper and stored in a frost-free area.  Some sheltered 
gardens may be suitably protected to allow the tubers to be left in situ but should be covered with 
a good covering of mulch. 
 
It is time to commence cutting back herbaceous plants, some will benefit from lifting, separating 
and thinning out.  The clumps should be replanted into the soil with fresh compost if available.  
Daffodils, crocus, scilas and wood anemone etc.  may then be planted into the cleared areas or 
for early flowering between the perennial plants.  Tulip bulbs will produce better flowers from a 
later planting.  The end of October or even November is quite early enough whereas daffodils 
etc. benefit from the earlier planting. 
 
With this year’s mild weather, it is predicted that an increase in garden pests will occur.  Many of 
these are best treated by the application of Nematodes, which are available from garden centres 
or on-line. 
Alan Craven 

             Julian’s Jokes 
 

I have a Polish friend who is a roadie for a band. I have a Czech one too. 
Czech one too. Czech one too. 

 
……………………………………………………… 

I hate hipsters. Their smug faces, vegan diet, tiny feet and sawdust bedding. No wait. 
Hamsters. I hate hamsters. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Who won the 1977 Grand Prix? 
Lauda? 

WHO WON THE 1977 GRAND PRIX?! 
……………………………… 

I used to be a motorcycle courier. Those things are heavy. 
………………………………………………….. 

 
I burnt my Hawaiian pizza today. 

Should have put it on aloha setting. 
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THE VIG SCREEN 

                                                                 
                       At Bishop Carpenter School, Doors open 7pm (£3.50 raffle admission) 

                        Film starts 7.30pm 
You are welcome to bring your own drinks and popcorn! 

 
    14th October – Florence Foster Jenkins 
Florence Foster Jenkins is a 2016 British-French biographical comedy-drama film 
directed by Stephen Frears and written by Nicholas Martin. The film stars Meryl 
Streep as Florence Foster Jenkins, a New York heiress who became an opera 
singer known for her painful lack of singing skill. Other cast members include Hugh 
Grant, Simon Helberg, Nina Arianda, and Rebecca Ferguson. 

 
  

11th November – Bridge Of Spies 
 
During the Cold War, an American lawyer is recruited to defend an arrested 

Soviet spy in court, and then help the CIA facilitate an exchange of the spy for the 
Soviet captured American U2 spy plane pilot, Francis Gary Powers. Starring Tom 
Hanks, Mark Rylance, Alan Alda 

 
 
 
 
25th November – The Lobster 
 
In a dystopian near future, single people, according to the laws of The City, 

are taken to The Hotel, where they are obliged to find a romantic partner in forty-five 
days or are transformed into beasts and sent off into The Woods.  Starring Colin 
Farrell, Rachel Weisz, Jessica Barden 

 
 
 

Please contact the film club organizers if you’d like to put forward suggestions of films, new or 
old, that you’d like them to consider showing. 

Email your suggestions to: - thegossip@northnewington.info 
 

How to contact us…… 
Parish Council – northnewingtonparishcouncil@gmail.com Parish Clerk – Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803        
Village newsletter – thegossip@northnewington.info Editors Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803 & Luci Jordan Tel: 730928 
Village facebook page – www.facebook.com/northnewington Village website – northnewington.wordpress.com 
Luci Jordan Tel: 730928 

Babysitters - Live in North Newington: - Emily Howarth- 01295 738560 Esme Davidson – 01295 738247 

The Editors reserve the right to make any alterations to your contributions for the gossip for publishing purposes and accept no 
responsibility for any omissions or their consequences. 
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         Blokes Book Club  - 8/8/16 
 
 
On one of our rare entries into non-fiction, Operation 

Tabarin gave us the previously untold story of Churchill’s War Cabinet decision in 1945 to set up a 
secret mission in the Antarctic under the guise of a scientific exploration.  The decision was to set up a 
new front in the Antarctic for the re-assertion of British sovereignty, essential to deny harbours in the 
sub-Antarctic to German surface raiders and U Boats and to safeguard the Falkland Islands from 
Japanese invaders. 

The story gives a fascinating insight into the atrocious territorial and weather conditions encountered 
by the two teams engaged in the setting up of operations bases at Port Lockroy and Hope bay on the 
Graham Land peninsular and on Deception Island in the Bransfield Strait.  Scientific excursions from 
the bases by overland sledging teams proved particularly hazardous with lengthy periods with only the 
protection of tent accommodation spent in Arctic conditions. 

The author, Stephen Haddelsey, has written several books mainly based on well-researched history of 
polar exploration.  The co-author, Alan Carroll, was until recent years a resident in School Lane, North 
Newington.  Alan was base leader at Port Lockroy from 1954 to 1957.  He carried out most of the 
research for this book.  He is currently the Historic Advisor to the UK Antarctic Heritage Trust and 
was awarded the Polar Medal by her Majesty the Queen in 2008.  

The book was well received by our members and gave rise to considerable discussion at our meeting.  

Alan Craven.    

	  
	  
	  
FASHION	  SHOW	  IN	  AID	  OF	  KATHARINE	  HOUSE	  –	  THURSDAY	  13TH	  OCTOBER	  (7	  FOR	  7.30PM)	  
High	  Street	  Fashion	  at	  discounted	  prices	  and	  clothes	  for	  sale	  on	  the	  evening.	  Tickets	  £10	  with	  
a	  glass	  of	  fizz/soft	  drink	  and	  nibbles	  on	  arrival.	  Middleton	  Cheney	  Sports	  and	  Social	  Club.	  To	  
purchase	  tickets	  please	  contact	  Carole	  on	  01295	  816487	  or	  Lucinda	  on	  01295	  816474	  
	  
ART	  EXHIBITION	  AND	  BOOK	  LAUNCH	  –	  BALSCOTE	  VILLAGE	  HALL,	  8TH	  OCTOBER	  
There	  will	  be	  a	  display	  of	  artwork	  created	  by	  Katharine	  House	  Hospice	  patient	  Terry	  Bock,	  and	  Katharine	  House	  
Hospice	  founder	  president,	  Neil	  Gadsby	  will	  be	  launching	  his	  new	  book	  ‘Voices’	  –	  a	  look	  at	  what	  Katharine	  House	  
Hospice	  has	  meant	  to	  staff,	  patients,	  and	  volunteers	  over	  the	  last	  25	  years.	  More	  information	  to	  follow.	  
	  
MAKE	  A	  WILL	  WEEK	  –	  17-‐21	  OCTOBER	  
Having	  a	  baby?	  New	  job?	  Retiring?	  Becoming	  grandparents?	  Just	  married	  or	  divorced?	  You	  never	  know	  when	  
something	  will	  change	  your	  life.	  Writing	  a	  Will	  brings	  security	  and	  peace	  of	  mind,	  not	  just	  to	  you	  but	  also	  to	  those	  
you	  love.	  A	  local	  solicitor	  or	  will	  writer	  will	  prepare	  a	  basic	  or	  standard	  Will	  or	  update	  your	  existing	  Will	  in	  return	  for	  
a	  donation	  to	  Katharine	  House	  Hospice.	  For	  a	  list	  of	  participating	  solicitors,	  please	  visit	  www.khh.org.uk	  	  
	  
BINGO	  EVENING	  –	  SATURDAY	  12	  NOVEMBER	  
Longtime	  Katharine	  House	  Supporter	  Jenny	  Hanks	  is	  holding	  her	  annual	  Bingo	  Evening	  at	  The	  Pepperpot	  in	  Banbury	  
on	  Saturday,	  November	  12	  from	  7.30pm.	  Free	  entry,	  £1	  per	  book.	  

WIN	  £1,000	  EVERY	  WEEK	  WITH	  THE	  KATHARINE	  HOUSE	  LOTTERY	  
Want	  to	  be	  in	  with	  a	  chance	  of	  winning	  a	  top	  prize	  of	  £1,000	  every	  week?	  Want	  to	  help	  out	  a	  local	  charity	  too?	  Join	  
the	  Katharine	  House	  Hospice	  Lottery	  for	  just	  £1	  per	  week	  and	  next	  week	  it	  could	  be	  you!	  There	  are	  20	  prizes	  each	  
week,	  so	  even	  if	  you	  don’t	  win	  the	  big	  one,	  you	  could	  still	  find	  yourself	  in	  line	  for	  a	  £100,	  £50,	  £20,	  or	  £10	  cheque.	  
Sign	  up	  today	  –	  email	  us	  at	  lottery@khh.org.uk	  or	  phone	  Wendy	  on	  01295	  816	  484.	  


