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Your own village news and events for November 2015 - please send your
contributions to thegossip@northnewington.info

NEPAL EARTHQUAKE

In November (flying out on the 1st) I am walking about 100 miles across the epicenter of the
earthquake in Nepal with two friends, to try and raise awareness of
the impact of the quake. We have a simple website (still needs a bit
of work!) and will update it as we walk with photos and stories from
the people we meet. http://nepalepicentre.org/
James Taylor
SPONSERED CLIMB

On the 7th November, Ellie and her friends in the Wade Gymnastics Competition Squad are
going to climb the rope to the equivalent height of Ben Nevis!!! Ben Nevis is 1,344m high. So
there will be 224 6m rope climbs between the 21 girls in the squad. They are aged between 6
and 13, so the girls will have work together to achieve this goal. The money raised will go
towards some grippy competition beams (Which will help Ellie to stop falling off the beam!)
If you would like to sponsor Ellie for each climb she does up the rope, please email me
jessicalittle44@hotmail.com or pop by and see us at Toby Tink.
Jess Doidge

POLITE NOTICE - To all villagers
If you are planning to have a firework display at home, or you know someone who is,
then please ensure you notify your surrounding neighbours well in advance. Animals DO
NOT enjoy fireworks like humans do, in fact most of them find the whole experience
very traumatic. By giving advance warning to neighbours it will allow them to make
arrangements for their Dogs, Cats, Horses, and other animals, by ensuring they are
safely indoors, or in some cases even sedated.
And remember to keep yourselves safe by following the firework code….
Thank you – The Editors
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THE VIG SCREEN

(North Newington Film Club)

At Bishop Carpenter School, Doors open 7pm (£3.50 raffle entrance)
Film starts 7.30pm

November 20th – ‘Far From The Madding Crowd’
(Running time 1hr 59mins Cert 12A)

A headstrong Victorian beauty (Carey Mulligan) has her choice of three different suitors: a sheep
farmer (Matthias Schoenaerts), a dashing soldier (Tom Sturridge) and a prosperous, older
bachelor (Michael Sheen)

December 4th – ‘Girlhood’
(Running time 1hr 53min)

Merieme joins an all-girl gang in the projects of Paris and is slowly turned out of her shell by her
three sassy neighbours. As she falls further under their bravado and volatile energy, she begins
making brace and foolish choices.
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Julian’s Joke Box

I met a dyslexic Yorkshireman once.
He was wearing a catflap.
…………………………………………………….
Q: How do you make a pumpkin pie?
A: Measure the pumpkin's circumference, and divide it by its diameter.
……………………………….
I've got a great joke about herbs and fish, but now is neither the thyme nor the plaice.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
My friend got in trouble at the zoo for lining all the squirrels up in order of height: they
don't like people critter sizing.
…………………………………………
I won two tickets to an Elvis tribute show and I was told I could cash them in. The text I
received told me to press 1 for the money, 2 for the show.

Compost Corner
Roses have given a fantastic show this year but some bush roses or Hybrid teas’ have also
put on an extraordinary increase in stem length. Now is the time to make the first of a two
stage pruning, the second to be carried out in early spring. In November, cut stems back by
about two thirds to just above an outward facing bud. This ensures that the shrub is not
damaged by severe winter weather, especially strong winds loosening the roothold. Cut out
any old dead or diseased wood and remove any thin twiggy stems. The second pruning in
early spring is to take the shoots back to a bud at about
20-25cm (8-10inches) from the main stem, each bud facing the direction, inward or outward,
of the desired growth thus shaping the bush as required.
Climbing roses should not be pruned in their first and second year except for cutting out
dead, diseased or weak twiggy growth. Only prune back if they are outgrowing their allotted
space in which case shorten as appropriate and tie in stems to the nearest supporting trellis
or wires. With Ramblers, no pruning is necessary in the first two years, thereafter, untie all
stems from their supports and if possible lay them on the ground. Cut to ground level, all
but one or two older stems and remove some of the unripe wood from the tips of the newer
growth. Tie all stems back to their supports, shaping the stems to as near horizontal as
possible to encourage flowering on new side-shoots that will form along the stem.
Tidy up any unruly growth in the perennial flower border, ensuring that any half-hardy
plants are safely indoors. Cut back any spent flowering stems to just above ground level,
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leaving any with seed-heads that the birds can feed off or that may be of architectural
value in the winter border.
Alan Craven
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Babysitters

A big thank you
to everyone who
supported the
Macmillan Coffee Morning at Willow Bank on
Friday 25 September with cash and cakes. A
very jolly morning raised £400! Thank you!
Sally and Gill

Emily Howarth- 01295 738560 Lives in
North Newington.
Esme Davidson – 01295
738247
Lives in North
Newington

Table Tennis

On behalf of all the residents of
North Newington we would like to
wish a warm welcome to: Kathy & Barry Wilcock and Larry
Gain who have recently moved into
School Lane.

The village table tennis club has
got off to a great start. Both the youth (U18) and
adults groups have been very popular. There is
always room for more, of course, so please do feel
free to come along on a Wednesday evening in the
school hall and try it out. U18s 7pm-8pm, adults
8pm-9: 30pm. For more details contact Julian on
07956 227546 or julian@woowar.com.

The Bishop Carpenter School is having a Firework display on the 5th
November. Gates open on the playing field at 6.30pm. There will be
refreshments and fireworks. Family tickets are £5 and individual tickets are
£2. Buy your tickets at the School from Monday 19th October

Poppies and other
remembrance goodies
are available to buy
from Bishop Carpenter
School from 19th
October

AFTERNOON TEA 19TH SEPTEMBER 2015
We had a happy afternoon at St.Mary's House,
Broughton, with our Calligraphy and Painting
Exhibition. We also sold handmade cards and lots
of raffle tickets.
Our thanks to everyone who came to Afternoon Tea. We very
much appreciated your generous support and were able to donate
£100 to St. Mary's House.
Margaret Allan
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Sit, Stay, Down….

A request to all dog owners in the village. Please clear up after your pet, anywhere in the
village. It is very unpleasant to have to clear up after someone else’s dog. I live at the end
of School Lane and quite often have to clear up after an unthoughtful owner on my drive
and lawn area, leading to the public footpath. Please think of others on your dog
walks. There is a dog bin on the pump green in the Village; it really isn’t that far
away! Thanks so much.
Luci Jordan

DID YOU KNOW?
MILK. There is a milk delivery to your doorstep 3 times a week. It is
possible to order organic milk in returnable glass bottles so you can
reduce your environmental impact and use less plastic.
see: https://www.milkandmore.co.uk/OA_HTML/xxdcibeNationWideLoginPage.jsp?a=b
EGGS.
Eggs produced locally are delivered weekly to North Newington
by Andy or James Taylor from Broughton Grounds Farm.
Telephone 01295 730315

A big thank you to all the tub planters in the village, we have 26 in total!
This year we have bought 2 new tubs to replace rotten ones. One of these is on the
Shutford road and the other is at the end of Park Lane. The two planters at either end of
the village have had a makeover too. Thanks to Mike, Richard and Tris for the makeover
work and to Elaine, Luci, Alan and Margaret for planting and removing the old plants. Special
thanks go to Lucie, Eloise and Rebecca Holford for planting up the tub outside their house
on the Shutford road. Great job girls, and thanks also to David & Tricia Church for clearing
and planting the one outside their house.
Can we ask that if you live near a tub(s) please look after it/them by watering it/them if
required and also weeding too?
Thanks again everyone. VIG.

FACEBOOK

Don’t forget to visit our facebook page for more information on what’s
going on in and around the village… www.facebook.com/northnewington
also our website – northnewington.wordpress.com

The Editors reserve the right to make
any alterations to your contributions for
the gossip for publishing purposes and
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accept no responsibility for any
omissions or their consequences.
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Blokes Book Club - October
Do No Harm – by Henry Marsh
On the face of it this was an unlikely book to gain universal approval among the blokes
reading group. Henry Marsh is an eminent neurosurgeon who has written an autobiography of
his career spanning more than 30 years. You might imagine a highly technical world of life
threatening medicine. And you would be right. You might also imagine a subject difficult to
digest for the layperson. And you would be wrong.
Henry Marsh delighted us by his wonderful ability to write about his work seriously,
sensitively, funnily and with great humanity. He describes the great contrasts inherent in his
work. He is both lifesaver and life endangerer. He is the star surgeon; he is at the mercy of
hospital bureaucracy (which drives him nuts). He loves being hands on; he knows as his career
progresses he has to commit more and more to training others (which also drives him nuts).
Arguably two personal characteristics stand above others. Despite a certain arrogance
associated with a high level performer (almost on a par with an actor or solo sportsperson),
he emerges as a man possessing great humility. Secondly, he is a great communicator. His
writing is testament to this, but most importantly his professional success would have been
incomplete without his ability to talk so honestly and with clarity to his patients whose lives
were being placed literally in his hands.
Paul Miller

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER
At, Bishop Carpenter School - ALL WELCOME
•

5.30 – 7.00pm

Santa Clause is coming to town…
With the help of his cheery Elves the children will head off to greet Santa. He’ll arrive with sacks
full of presents & sweets and be accompanied back to his Grotto, where all village children will be
able to meet Santa to receive their gift, as long as they’ve been good of course.

‘Festive Disco’ until 7pm – Children will be able to bop along to the Christmas themed disco while
the adults mingle enjoying a glass of Mulled wine and nibbles provided by the VIG.

•

7.15 – 9.00pm

Hook Norton Brass Band and Village Quartet
You will be able to join in and sing along with the Brass Band to a selection of traditional Christmas
Carols. Sit back and indulge in a mince pie and glass of mulled wine, or other nibbles and
refreshments that will be provided, whilst enjoying listening to our village Quartet.
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