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         Your own village news and events for May 2016  - please send your contributions 
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We will be holding a ‘Royal Tea Party’  
In celebration of HRH the Queen’s 

90th birthday.  You are warmly invited for 
afternoon tea on Sunday June 12th, at 3pm, to 

be held at the Bishop Carpenter School (and marquee) 
There will be tea, coffee, scones, Sandwiches and a glass of something bubbly 

to ‘toast’ her Majesty, The Royal Mall street party will be 
showing in the School and there will be a 
‘Royal’ fancy dress competition for the 

children.  
Please RSVP to Elaine on 738803 or Luci on 730928 so that we can get an idea 
of numbers to cater for as this will be funded by the VIG, however, You are 

most welcome to bring any other refreshment you fancy. 
Come ‘reign’ or shine please join us to 

celebrate this special Royal event.  
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Parish Council 
May 10th 7pm- Parish Council Annual Open 
Meeting at Bishop Carpenter School 
 
Refreshments will be provided on arrival followed 
by short presentations from the Chairman, 
Finance Officer and a Village improvement Group 
representative.  There will then be an interval for 
further refreshments.  The interval will  be 
followed by an open question & answer session. All 
villagers are encouraged to attend. 
 
May 22nd  – ‘Clean for the Queen’ 
Annual village Spring Clean. This year we are 
‘Cleaning for the Queen’ and the clean has been 
scheduled to take place on Sunday 22nd May from 
11am.  So  if you can spare an hour please come 
along and ‘do your bit’ if not for the Queen then 
simply to help keep our village looking spotless. 
The PC will be providing gloves, litter pickers and 
bin bags. 
 

                Blokes Book Club   

 
My Brilliant Friend by Elena Ferrante 

 
The book was universally admired by the group. It is set in 1950s/1960s Naples (in the outskirts of 
the city) within a poor working class district. It has a strongly autobiographical feel about the 
childhood and adolescence of Elena Greco (the narrator) and her very close friend, Lila. The book is 
the first of a series of four novels (called the Neapolitan Novels), which describe Elena’s life. 
 
Above all this is a story of growing up and of intense friendship. It is very much set in its time and 
place. This is a very poor, close-knit community where passions run high, secrets are few and local 
rumours abound. Although Elena describes Lila as her ‘brilliant friend, it is Elena who takes the 
academic pathway, an unusual journey for one of her community. Lila, the apparent free spirit when 
young, in adolescence follows a far more traditional path. 
 
The group loved her writing style and was full of praise for her translator. The writing is so alive; it 
captures the communal and emotional energy of the characters and of their environment. Ferrante 
has a wonderful ability to create strong visual and sensory images through her writing. 
 

There is considerable discussion in literary circles about the author’s true identity. What is known is 
she protects her identity quite fiercely. And why not? Bring on this delightful book’s sequel 

Paul Miller 

July 16th – Village Fete and BBQ 
 
 
 
This years theme is ‘Carnival’, think festival, 
Mardi Gras, ……….Planning has already started 
for this years “Carnival” Fete and evening 
BBQ, it’s going to be great fun, they’ll be 
Limbo Dancing, Beach Volleyball, Pinocaladas, 
Wheelbarrow Float competition, and much, 
much more…… you don’t want to miss it! 
 

September 10th – ‘Har-Fest’ 

Just because its springtime 
don’t forget that ‘Har-Fest’ is 
back this year by popular 
demand. Have you started 
thinking of your plants, flowers, art exhibits 
and craft works?  There will be lots of 
categories to enter with more information to 
follow in June. 
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THE VIG SCREEN 

                                                                 
                       At Bishop Carpenter School, Doors open 7pm (£3.50 raffle admission) 

                        Film starts 7.30pm 
You are welcome to bring your own drinks and popcorn! 

 
13th May – Carol 
 
In an adaptation of Patricia Highsmith's seminal novel The Price of Salt, CAROL follows two 
women from very different backgrounds who find themselves in an unexpected love affair in 

1950s New York. As conventional norms of the time challenge their undeniable attraction, an honest story 
emerges to reveal the resilience of the heart in the face of change. A young woman in her 20s, Therese 
Belivet (Rooney Mara), is a clerk working in a Manhattan department store and dreaming of a more fulfilling 
life when she meets Carol (Cate Blanchett), an alluring woman trapped in a loveless, convenient marriage. 
As an immediate connection sparks between them, the innocence of their first encounter dims and their 
connection deepens. While Carol breaks free from the confines of marriage, her husband (Kyle Chandler) 
begins to question her competence as a mother as her involvement with Therese and close relationship 
with her best friend Abby (Sarah Paulson) come to light. 

 
 
 3rd June – The big Short 
The pre-release buzz is true: This is not your father’s financial crisis movie. Nor, for that matter, 
is it “The Wolf of Wall Street.” The money masters of the universe depicted in this film—and 
while their stories are interconnected, their lives are not, necessarily—barely drink a sufficient 

amount of red wine to get a good buzz on. Their buzz derives from an enhanced sense of smell. The 
closest to a “Wolf”-like character here is Ryan Gosling’s Jared Vennett, the most standard-issue suit-and-
tie banking bro of the bunch, and part of his schtick is to stand in a conference room sniffing 
ostentatiously because, yes, he smells money. 

 
 17th June - Spectre 
James Bond films are, and always have been, more imitative than innovative. Even in the 1960s 
they were essentially superhero movies starring an indestructible character who wore street 
clothes (and the occasional wet suit) instead of tights and a cape. He ran, jumped, drove and 
flew through loosely connected setpieces that borrowed whatever clichés happened to be 
popular in action cinema at that moment and amped them up with more beautiful locations, 

bigger explosions, cornier jokes, and lush, loud music by John Barry. Given the franchise's lineage, it was 
only a matter of time before the producers went the extra kilometer and started modeling the Bond films 
on the Batman and Marvel franchises. The new superhero films featured fussy world-building and onion-
layered subplots doled out over many films and many years. Their conception owed quite a bit to comic 
books and to serialized television like "24" (James Bond by way of "Die Hard"). The last three Bond films 
drew on all of those traditions, plus Bond's own distinctive set of clichés, and set the stage for this fourth 
Craig outing, "Spectre." 

Babysitters - Live in North Newington:-  Emily Howarth- 01295 738560  Esme Davidson – 01295 738247 

The Editors reserve the right to make any alterations to your contributions 
for the gossip for publishing purposes and accept no responsibility for any 
omissions or their consequences. 

How to contact us…… 
Parish Council – northnewingtonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Parish Clerk – Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803 
Village newsletter – thegossip@northnewington.info 
Editors Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803 & Luci Jordan Tel: 730928 
Village facebook page – www.facebook.com/northnewington 
Village website – northnewington.wordpress.com 
Luci Jordan Tel: 730928 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Cara & James on 
the birth of their twin boys, and to 
Aidan who has two new brothers. 
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                 Compost Corner 
 
 

 
· Established perennial plants are beginning to emerge in the border.  It is a good idea to put plant 

supports into position now to enable the plant to grow through the support.  These may be 
bought grids which can be pulled up as the stems lengthen, stakes or twiggy branches, 
selected according to plant growth habit. 

· Dahlia tubers may be planted out now and any raised indoors in pots should be left until the middle 
of the month at soonest, as despite the apparent climate change to milder weather, an 
unexpected single nights frost will wipe out all your earlier hard work. 

· The above applies to bedding plants and in the vegetable garden; it is too early until mid month, to 
plant out marrows, courgettes or tomatoes.  If you do, cover with cloches for safety.  Hardier 
plants such as brassicas, leeks and onion sets may soon be planted out. 

· Sow seeds of the last of your maincrop carrots, late peas, runner beans, and summer turnip etc.  
Thin out established rows of seedlings and remove any competing weeds by hoeing regularly 
between the rows.  Draw up soil to potato plants to form a mound along the rows as plant 
stems elongate.  This will prevent the production of green potatoes at maturity. 

· Ensure that all plants raised in the greenhouse or under glass are thoroughly hardened off for a 
week to ten days before planting.  Lift back into the shelter of the greenhouse at night time 
if there is a hint of frost forecast. 

· Garden Centres and sales outlets are abundant with bedding plants for instant planting.  Many of 
these are not hardened off so care must be taken with planting out.  Don't go for trays with 
the most flower, but rather select thick bushy, uniform plants with healthy foliage and a 
potential to give a long flowering period. 

· Alan Craven 

Julian’s Jokes 
 

What's the difference between a hippo and a Zippo? 
One's really heavy and the other's a little lighter. 

 
……………………………………… 

Q: What do you call a snobbish criminal going down the stairs? 
A: A condescending con descending. 

 
………………………………………………………………………….. 

Customer: I’d like to buy a copy of "Schrödinger’s Cat and Pavlov’s Dogs", please. 
Bookseller: The name rings a bell, sir, but I’m not sure whether we have it or not. 

……………………………… 

I'm going to start thinking positively..... 
But I know it won't work. 
………………………………………….. 

The chap who invented the hokey-cokey died recently. 
The undertakers had a nightmare getting him in the coffin. They put his left leg in........ 
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Oxford Art Weeks.  7th till 30th of May. 
 
Art Weeks happen all over the country and are opportunities for local artists to show their work 

either individually in their studios, or as small groups.  It just so happens that Oxfordshire was the initiator 
and probably still has the largest number of exhibiters; 400 venues! 
 
This year the Oxfordshire show is in three parts; City, South and North.  
The City’s show is from the 7th till the 15th of May 
South Oxon is from the 14th till the 22nd of May. 
North Oxon is from the 21st till 30th of May. 
 
There will be a lot of work on show in the Banbury area [North] and in particular for your local interest there 
are two artists in North Newington showing; 
 
Sarah Mulhall/Davison is showing at Chipping Warden 
Cool Contours Group Art Exhibition 
Cool Contours 
Warden Hill 
Chipping Warden    OX17 1AJ   www.coolxontours.co.uk 
From 21st till 30th of May.  Open from 12 till 6pm every day.  Private View /party 6 till 8pm Thursday the 26th.  
All welcome. 
Variety of work; paintings, textiles, prints and glass. 
 
Roger Shapley is showing in Bishop Carpenter School Hall, North Newington. 
From Saturday the 27th till Monday the 30th of May. Open from 10am till 5pm every day. Refreshments 
available.   
Variety of work; paintings [landscapes, portraits, abstracts], drawings, screen-prints and thoughts. Critiques 
welcome. Direction sought. 
 
There is an Artweeks 2016 Festival Guide available from April at Libraries and information centres.  There will 
also be a letterbox drop in North Newington. 
 
So, it’s on your doorstep. Enjoy.   

Have you visited 'Second Time Around' recently?  
 
It's the furniture restoration project in Banbury, that up-cycles donated wooden furniture to create some 
fabulous, one-off pieces. Their vision is training and volunteering opportunities that promote social 
inclusion and independence for adults with learning disabilities. 
 
They've recently expanded with lots of great pieces for you to discover, plus they now have an airy, 
stylish cafe selling tea, coffee and locally-made cookies etc (you might even want to buy one of the tables 
you're sitting at!). 
 
Also new are a number of small independent retailers, selling a range of antique and retro pieces of 
furniture, original artwork, soft furnishings and other decorative items for the home. 
 
So if you're looking for something special, do come along and browse or pop by for a coffee. You'll be made 
to feel most welcome - it's a wonderful place to discover! 
 

Find us at: Second Time Around, Unit 19 Beaumont Close, Beaumont Industrial Estate, 
OX16 1TG. 07826 873000. Or Facebook  - Second Time Around. 


