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Residents of North Newington 
You are invited to a ‘Royal Tea Party’ 

In celebration of HRH the Queen’s 
90th birthday. The Village Improvement Group is holding a ‘Royal Tea Party’ on 

Sunday June 12th, at 3pm, 
The venue is Bishop Carpenter School, with a ‘Majestic’ marquee. 

There will be tea, coffee, scones & Sandwiches all served on vintage crockery 
and a glass of something bubbly to ‘toast’ her Majesty. 
Hook Norton Brass Band will be playing for your entertainment, 
Take the opportunity to have your photo taken with ‘The Queen’ 

The Royal Mall street party will be 
showing in the School and there will be a 
‘Royal’ fancy dress competition for the 

Children. 
RSVP to Elaine on 738803 or Luci on 730928, to reserve your ‘regal’ seat. 

Come ‘reign’ or shine, please join us to 
celebrate this special Royal event.         

    
 

All the above are included in your invitation free of charge but you are most welcome to 
bring any other refreshments you might fancy. 

 

Supported by Cherwell District Council  
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                Blokes Book Club  - 9/5/16 

   The book was Wallcreeper by Nell Zink; all sorts of awards and great reviews. However the 
NN critics begged to differ but later started to wonder. 

To begin with only three out of the nine of us finished it. But one of us did read it twice and was almost bowled 
over on the second attempt. So, keep at it. There’s much more to it once you discard your normal expectations 
of what you feel a book should be. In fact it challenges us to be analytical and critical about why and what we 
read. 
 
Her prose is unusual, striking, shocking, original and certainly wouldn’t pass a SAT. There’s no narrative as in 
cops and robbers stuff. Life-crunching experiences are dismissed in two lines but pages are devoted to an 
analysis of the environmental problems of water pollution. The constant juxtaposition of profound human issues 
with the survival instincts of birds, breeding and feeding as she refers to it, does introduce a politically 
incorrect view which on reflection poses a real challenge to our too easily accepted norms. 
 
So if you want the essence of a thriller, a cop story, a bit of porn, a bit of Kafka and a bit of real mental upset 
look no further.  Sorry if this sounds blokesy and pubsy but it really was a different sort of read and deserves 
to be given a bit of time; we think. 
 
Roger Shapley.  12/5/16 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Sign	  up	  today	  for	  the	  10th	  Midnight	  Walk	  –	  Saturday	  25	  June	  
Since	  the	  first	  Midnight	  Walk	  in	  2007,	  the	  event	  has	  seen	  over	  5,000	  entrants	  who	  have	  raised	  over	  £700,000	  between	  them.	  To	  
celebrate	  Katharine	  House	  Hospice’s	  25th	  Anniversary	  year,	  we	  are	  asking	  people	  to	  wear	  silver	  and	  as	  many	  sparkles	  as	  possible.	  
Everyone	  taking	  part	  will	  receive	  a	  t-‐shirt	  to	  wear	  on	  the	  night,	  as	  well	  as	  a	  medal,	  drink	  and	  a	  bacon	  roll	  after	  the	  walk.	  Sign	  up	  
closes	  on	  13th	  June.	  Sign	  up	  now	  at	  www.khh.org.uk,	  or	  phone	  01295	  816	  484.	  
	  
Festival	  of	  Open	  Gardens	  –	  May	  29	  –	  September	  11	  
Why	  not	  come	  along	  to	  the	  ever-‐popular	  Festival	  of	  Open	  Gardens	  this	  summer	  and	  enjoy	  the	  sights,	  sounds	  and	  smells	  of	  some	  
beautiful	  local	  gardens?	  In	  its	  6th	  year,	  the	  festival	  supports	  the	  work	  of	  your	  local	  hospice.	  	  The	  festival	  starts	  over	  Spring	  Bank	  
Holiday	  on	  May	  29th	  and	  runs	  until	  September	  11th.	  Over	  30	  gardens	  are	  open	  this	  year	  in	  the	  following	  areas:	  Adderbury,	  
Bledington	  and	  Churchill,	  Bloxham,	  Broughton	  Castle	  and	  Grange,	  Middleton	  Cheney,	  South	  Newington	  and	  Upper	  Heyford.	  For	  
a	  full	  list	  of	  gardens,	  please	  visit	  our	  website:	  	  http://www.khh.org.uk/event/festival-‐of-‐open-‐gardens/	  
	  
Win	  £1,000	  every	  week	  with	  the	  Katharine	  House	  Hospice	  Lottery	  
By	  joining	  the	  KHH	  lottery	  you	  can	  make	  a	  huge	  difference	  in	  your	  local	  community,	  and	  you’ll	  be	  in	  with	  a	  chance	  of	  winning	  
one	  of	  20	  prizes	  each	  week,	  with	  a	  top	  prize	  of	  £1,000!	  For	  more	  information	  call	  01295	  816484	  or	  email	  lottery@khh.org.uk.	  
	  
Town	  Centre	  Collection	  Days	  2016	  
This	  year	  our	  volunteers	  will	  be	  visiting	   four	   local	   towns	   for	   street	  collections.	   If	   you	  would	   like	   to	  volunteer	   for	  a	  90-‐minute	  
collecting	  slot	  in	  Banbury,	  Bicester,	  Brackley,	  or	  Chipping	  Norton,	  please	  call	  Wendy	  Crosse	  in	  the	  Fundraising	  Office	  on	  01295	  
816	  484.	  Dates:	  Banbury	  –	  July	  14	  &	  Dec.	  8,	  Bicester	  –	  July	  8,	  Brackley	  –	  June	  17,	  Chipping	  Norton	  –	  June	  29.	  
	  
Katharine	  House	  Hospice	  on	  Social	  Media	  
Did	  you	  know?	  You	  can	  follow	  us	  on	  your	  favourite	  social	  media	  channels	  to	  keep	  up	  to	  date	  with	  news,	  events,	  and	  photos	  from	  
Katharine	  House	  Hospice.	  	  Join	  the	  conversation	  –	  we’d	  love	  to	  hear	  from	  you!	  	  Facebook:	  
https://www.facebook.com/katharinehouse/	  	  Twitter:	  https://twitter.com/khhosp	  	  
	  
 



disappointmentdisappointmentdisappointmentdisappointmentdisappointment 

 

3 

 
THE VIG SCREEN 

                                                                 
                       At Bishop Carpenter School, Doors open 7pm (£3.50 raffle admission) 

                        Film starts 7.30pm 
You are welcome to bring your own drinks and popcorn! 

 
3rd June – The big Short 
The pre-release buzz is true: This is not your father’s financial crisis movie. Nor, for that 
matter, is it “The Wolf of Wall Street.” The money masters of the universe depicted in this film—
and while their stories are interconnected, their lives are not, necessarily—barely drink a 

sufficient amount of red wine to get a good buzz on. Their buzz derives from an enhanced sense of smell. 
The closest to a “Wolf”-like character here is Ryan Gosling’s Jared Vennett, the most standard-issue suit-
and-tie banking bro of the bunch, and part of his schtick is to stand in a conference room sniffing 
ostentatiously because, yes, he smells money. 

 
 17th June - Spectre 
James Bond films are, and always have been, more imitative than innovative. Even in the 1960s 
they were essentially superhero movies starring an indestructible character who wore street 
clothes (and the occasional wet suit) instead of tights and a cape. He ran, jumped, drove and 
flew through loosely connected setpieces that borrowed whatever clichés happened to be 
popular in action cinema at that moment and amped them up with more beautiful locations, 

bigger explosions, cornier jokes, and lush, loud music by John Barry. Given the franchise's lineage, it was 
only a matter of time before the producers went the extra kilometer and started modeling the Bond films 
on the Batman and Marvel franchises. The new superhero films featured fussy world-building and onion-
layered subplots doled out over many films and many years. Their conception owed quite a bit to comic 
books and to serialized television like "24" (James Bond by way of "Die Hard"). The last three Bond films 
drew on all of those traditions, plus Bond's own distinctive set of clichés, and set the stage for this fourth 
Craig outing, "Spectre." 

 
15th July – Room 

After being abducted seven years ago, a young woman is held captive in a sparsely furnished 
and cramped suburban garden shed along with her now-kindergarten-aged son. Repeatedly 
raped and without access to the outside world save for a rickety TV with spotty reception, she 
plots their escape from the monster who has imprisoned them. This is only a basic blueprint of 
what unfolds in "Room," an intensely felt cinematic experience.  

St Mary the Virgin 
Broughton and North Newington 

100 CLUB 
 

St Mary’s Church has been the centre of worship in our two villages, with regular services being held on Sundays and 
Christian Festivals. 

Community life is also supported, including buildings such as Bishop Carpenter School and St Mary’s House. 
In order to maintain church activities over the years, fund raising has been essential. Fetes, bazaars, flower festivals 

and coffee mornings are all examples. 
The PCC has come to the conclusion that these events need underpinning with a regular income to meet modern 

monetary demands. 
 

YOU are therefore invited to join the ‘100’ Club. 
For a relatively modest sum of £5 per month you could be playing your part. 

 
YOU will also have the opportunity to win monthly prizes of £60 and £40 and an annual prize of £100, subject to 

membership of 100. 
This is a great opportunity for all of us to support our Church and ensure it continues for another 700 years! 

The 100 Club is a registered charity… no 10008934 
 

Please contact Mrs Penny Gulliver, at Valentine Barn, Shutford Road, North Newington, OX15 6AN. 
pennygulliver@btconnect.com or 01295 738897 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
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                 Compost Corner 
 
 

· As June and July tend to be our driest months, ensure that any shrubs or trees planted earlier 
receive plenty of water on a regular basis to ensure safe and healthy establishment. It is not 
generally recommended that shrubs and trees are planted in these months. 

· Early spring flowering shrubs can be pruned immediately after flowering.  Montana clematis should 
be trimmed hard back to keep in check and encourage next season’s new growth to develop.  
Forsythia, flowering current, mock orange and weigela can all be pruned quite hard as soon as 
the flowers have faded. 

· Bedding and container plants should all be in their final growing positions by now and should be kept 
weeded and watered to enable adequate uptake of applied nutrients.  As border plants such as 
cranesbill, campanula and alchemilla mollis become over prolific, they can be cut back to ground 
level from where they will re-grow to produce a second flowering or fresh foliage. 

· In the greenhouse, tomatoes are growing tall and the first blossom trusses are forming on early 
plants so feeding with a high potash tomato feed can commence.  Ensure that supporting canes 
are in place. And that side shoots are removed on a regular basis.  A few marigolds planted in 
the pots or grow bags will ward off damaging whitefly.  Ventilation is essential and if the 
greenhouse is open to full sunlight, glass shading will be required. 

· Alan Craven 

 
Julian’s Jokes 

 
Q: Why is there more than one way out of 

Bilbao airport? 
A: Because it's not a good idea to put all your 

Basques in one exit. 
………………………………………… 

 
Do not trust atoms. They make up everything. 

……………….. 
 

Will glass coffins be a success? 
Remains to be seen. 

………………………………………………… 
 

I went for a curry last night and had the C S 
Lewis set menu. 

It's like a normal set menu, only naanier 

 

Volunteer Connect 
 
 
Volunteer Connect runs a volunteer driving scheme 
throughout Cherwell, providing transport to those people 
with problems accessing public transport to get to 
important appointments. The cost is 45p per mile, which 
goes to the volunteer driver to cover the cost of petrol.	  
 	  
We also need more drivers! This can be a very rewarding 
experience, helping those within the community to travel 
to hospitals, GPs, dentists, podiatrists etc.  It is not an 
onerous commitment, as it is on as “as and when” basis.	  
 	  
To find out more please call 0300 3030 125, or email 
pip.dealtry@volunteerconnect.org.uk	  
 	  
Many thanks	  
	  
Pip Dealtry	  
Transport Manager	  
Volunteer Connect	  
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How to contact us…… 
Parish Council – northnewingtonparishcouncil@gmail.com Parish Clerk – Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803        
Village newsletter – thegossip@northnewington.info Editors Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803 & Luci Jordan Tel: 730928 
Village facebook page – www.facebook.com/northnewington Village website – northnewington.wordpress.com 
Luci Jordan Tel: 730928 

The Editors reserve the right to make any alterations to your contributions for the gossip for publishing purposes and accept no 
responsibility for any omissions or their consequences. 

Babysitters - Live in North Newington: - Emily Howarth- 01295 738560 Esme Davidson – 01295 738247 

 

 

 

 

Carnival time at our Fete 
Yet another reminder that the North Newington Summer Fete is on July 16th on the School 

playing field. 

This year the fete has a ‘Carnival’ theme to link in with the 2016 Olympics in Rio. So the new 
feature this year is a ‘float’ competition in the Carnival theme. 

1) Each float can be a wheelbarrow or small trailer, which must be pushed or pulled with just a 
'human engine’. 

2) They can be decorated in the  ‘Carnival/Olympic’ theme, or whatever you fancy…      
completely up to you! 

3) Prizes will be given the ‘Best Dressed Float’ and also the ‘Best dressed Child and adult’. 

4) Children and adults can be of any age! (Children should be accompanied by an adult) 

5) The Carnival float competition will take place approximately half way through the fete and 
will take the place of the ‘Tug of War’ completion this year.  

 

 

 

So get your artistic thinking heads on and we will see you in Rio on July 16th. 

 

 


