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The Village 
Gossip  

         Your own village news and events for January 2016  - please send your 
contributions to thegossip@northnewington.info 

 

 
New Year’s Reality Check 

 
Another year, another chance 

To start our lives anew; 
This time we’ll leap old barriers 

To have a real breakthrough. 
 

We’ll take one little step 
And then we’ll take one more, 

Our unlimited potential 
We’ll totally explore. 

 
We’ll show off all our talents 

Everyone will be inspired; 
(Whew! While I’m writing this, 

I’m getting very tired.) 
 

We’ll give up all bad habits; 
We’ll read and learn a lot, 

All our goals will be accomplished, 
Sigh...or maybe not. 

Oh well, Happy New Year anyway! 
 

Anon 

A Balanced Diet 
 

I eat a balanced diet, 
I do it day and night— 

A pound of brownies on my left, 
A pound upon my right. 

 
And filling up my right hand, 
With clear and certain heft, 

A twelve-ounce bag of jellybeans. 
The same is on my left. 

 
A chocolate bar in one hand, 

And likewise in the other. 
There are equal sweets on either side, 

A big frown from my mother. 
 

I eat a balanced diet, 
But mother disagrees. 

I just don’t understand it. 
She’s so darned hard to please! 

 
Anon 

 

Happy New Year 
We hope you all had a fabulous Christmas and enjoyed the festive holidays. 

 
Despite the wet and windy weather and horrible cold and flu bugs that have been doing the rounds, our 

Christmas parties were a success and we’d just like to say  ‘THANK YOU’ to all the North Newington residents 
who came along to these two events and made them so enjoyable.  Thank you to all those who gave up their 
time to perform and entertain us, and of course we owe a very big ‘thank you’ to Father Christmas who was 

once again able to visit our village and spend some time with the children.             VIG 
 

DATES FOR 2016 
 

This year’s fete will be on 16th July 
Harfest – 10th September 
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THE VIG SCREEN 

(North Newington Film Club) 
                       At Bishop Carpenter School, Doors open 7pm (£3.50 raffle admission) 

Film starts 7.30pm 
 

 
January 15th  - SELMA 

 
Although the Civil Rights Act of 1964 legally desegregated the South, 

discrimination was still rampant in certain areas, making it very difficult for 
blacks to register to vote. In 1965, an Alabama city became the 
battleground in the fight for suffrage. Despite violent opposition, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. (David Oyelowo) and his followers pressed forward on an epic 
march from Selma to Montgomery, and their efforts culminated in President 
Lyndon Johnson signing the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

 
 

 
February 26th – The Hundred Foot Journey 

 
Hassan Kadam (Manish Dayal) is a culinary ingénue with the 

gastronomic equivalent of perfect pitch. When Hassan and his family, led by 
Papa (Om Puri), move to a quaint village in the South of France with the 
grand plan of opening an Indian restaurant in the picturesque countryside, 
they are undeterred by the fact that only 100 feet opposite stands a Michelin 
starred classical French eatery 

 
 

18th March – Still Alice 
 

Alice Howland, happily married with three grown children, is a 
renowned linguistics professor who starts to forget words. When she 
receives a devastating diagnosis, Alice and her family find their bonds 
tested. 

Are we feeding your cat?? 

For some while we have been visited by a black cat that came into the house and “shared” our cat’s 
food.  Having fitted a special cat flat it is unable to come in, however as it still visited us we started 
to feed it outside. Our problem is, whose cat is it, as we do not want to overfeed it. The cat is very 
wary of humans and could possibly be a stray. It has an ear that is slightly flattened. If it’s yours or 
if you also feed it please let us know. 

Many thanks, Terry and Debby Andrews Tel: 730112 
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Philip is on stage again, this time playing the 
lead in a hilarious medical farce - infectious 

humour! 

 

Banbury Cross Players' next production is Ray Cooney's It Runs in the Family.  Set in a hospital, the 
play contains the usual assortment of farcical running in and out of doors, 4 matrons (3 of them 
male), and a host of mistaken identities, as Dr. Mortimore tries to fend off a paternity suit, an ex-
fling (with not one but two invented husbands), a punkish son and various other lunatics so that he 
may, at last, deliver the Ponsonby Lecture in an international conference. Philip is playing Dr David 
Mortimore, the man at the eye of the storm. Do come and support him! 

It's on from 3rd to 6th February, starting at 7.45pm, at The Mill Arts Centre, Banbury. Tickets are 
£12 (£11 concessions on some nights) and can be bought from the box office on 01295 279002 or 
online at www.themillartscentre.co.uk. More details at http://banburycrossplayers.org.uk/current-
season/. 
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Compost Corner 
 

 
 

• Complete all coarse winter digging in the vegetable plot to gain maximum benefit from any frost, which 
may occur in Jan/Feb.  A good frost breakdown provides untold benefits to soil structure and aeration, 
as well as making for easy seedbed preparation.  Incorporate compost/manure at the time of digging, if 
available. 

• Spread a mulch of garden made compost on to flower borders.  No need to dig it in as worm and insect 
activity will effectively pull the material underground.    

• Keep the compost thin where spring bulbs are just poking through and encircle woody shrub stems to 
avoid the risk of fungal attack or rotting at the base of the stem. 

• If you can’t face scanning the seed racks in garden centres, now is a good time to look up the online 
seeds offers for 2016 from some of our leading seed suppliers. 

• Huntingdon seed suppliers, Marshalls, renowned for their high quality, offer their carrot ‘Resistafly’.  
This carrot has in-bred resistance to the unsightly markings and larvae damage on lifting and in 
storage.  They also offer an excellent collection pack of several small packets of cauliflower seeds for 
year round harvesting. 

• Suttons offer seeds for starting in January.  Cabbage ‘Greyhound’ or ‘Hippsy’ for instance or broad 
bean ‘The Sutton’ and the carrot ‘Amsterdam Forcing 3’. 

• Thomson & Morgan offer “the most reliable parsnip variety” ‘Gladiator F1 Hybrid’ which is quick to 
mature, sweet tasting and of a smooth creamy texture. 

• Best wishes for Happy Gardening in 2016 
Alan Craven 
 

          Julian’s Joke Box 
 
 
    

A French chef committed suicide after a critic's attack. After further investigation it 
turns out he simply lost the huile d'olive. 

 
…………………………………. 

The other day I held the door open for a clown. It was a nice jester. 
 

……………………………………………………………. 
Q: How many mathematicians does it take to change a lightbulb? 

A: n 
 

……………………………. 
Q: Why does Karl Marx's toilet play music when it flushes? 

A: Because of the violins inherent in the cistern. 
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Blokes Book Club  - 

December 2015 
 

From a Christmas Carol to Nordic Noir 
We read everything in our Dave’s bar. 

This month’s book was Sidetracked by Hemming Mankell, one of the Wallander crime stories.  We 
chose it because Mankell died recently, he was only sixty-seven, and the critics reckoned this was one 
of his best. 
 He’s also written children’s books, critical and political tracts and other novels. He was heavily and 
personally involved in supporting the socially deprived and the politically abused and isolated to the 
point of incurring savage criticism and threats from those he’d offended. 
 
Wallander is thrust into searching for a serial killer whose motives are commendable because they’re 
critical of sexual abuse, but whose actions are pathologically psychopathic. The account alternates 
between Wallander’s thoughts and investigations and the killer’s thoughts and actions. The two run in 
parallel but finally converging lines. The background is a Scandinavia where society and public services 
are becoming rapidly less cohesive and supportive and more concerned with cuts and austerity. In 
addition Wallander’s personal life is falling apart as he contends with a failed marriage, a failing 
affair, a testing father/daughter relationship, a dementing father and concerns about his own 
intellectual integrity and ability to cope.  Ring a few bells? 
 
The narrative is absolutely gripping. The characters are initially sketched and then more finely 
defined as required. Although it’s fairly obvious from early on who’s the probable killer the tension 
builds because the Wallander team isn’t aware of all the information available to the reader. 
Initially we might have been inclined to see it just as a crime thriller but as we became aware of all 
the other dimensions the book took on a new and wider significance.  
 
Well worth reading at all sorts of levels.   
Roger Shapley    20/12/15 

 

How to contact us…… 
Parish Council – 
northnewingtonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Parish Clerk – Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803 
Village newsletter – 
thegossip@northnewington.info 
Editors Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803 & Luci 
Jordan Tel: 730928 
Village facebook page – 
www.facebook.com/northnewington 
Village website – 
northnewington.wordpress.com 
Luci Jordan Tel: 730928 
 

Babysitters  

Emily Howarth- 01295 738560 Lives in North 
Newington.   

Esme Davidson – 01295 738247 

  

The Editors reserve the right to make any alterations to your contributions 
for the gossip for publishing purposes and accept no responsibility for any 
omissions or their consequences. 


