
 

1st February 2016 - Issue 36 

The Village 
Gossip  

         Your own village news and events for February 2016  - please send your 
contributions to thegossip@northnewington.info 

 

 

Table Tennis Club 
 
The North Newington table tennis club is going well. The after-school club on Thursdays is 
very popular, and a number of those children also attend the village juniors club on 
Wednesday evenings (7pm). Later on Wednesday evenings (8pm) the adults club has a regular 
attendance of about 10 people, and the standard is improving under Eric's expert coaching - a few more 
adults would be good, however, so please do consider coming along.  
 
We would now particularly like to attract secondary-school aged children to come and play, especially 11-
15 year-olds. We will be running a  "taster session" at Bishop Carpenter School from 6pm on 28th 
February. Come - or send your children 

 'HAR-FEST' - 2016 
 

On September 10th 2016 the 'Har-Fest' competition will take place once more, by popular demand. 
For the vegetable and flower growers amongst us, here are a few of the categories, so you can plan ahead 

for the growing season! There will be many other categories, such as Home crafts and Photography, but 
these will be detailed later on in the year. The Veg and flower section is open to all age groups. 

 
Vegetables and flowers 

 
1) 3 potatoes, 3 Beetroots (without tops) and 3 onions staged in a seed tray   (any variety of vegetables) 

2) 3 long carrots all trimmed - 'A perfect bunch’ 
3) A collection of Runner beans, Broad beans and peas (5 of each) 

4) A bunch of trimmed onions (any variety) 
5) A bunch of Sweet peas (any variety) 

6) 1 cacti 
7) 1 hanging basket display (under 1’ in diameter) 

8)  6 eating apples (any variety) 
9   “5 a day” - Vegetables and/or fruit for a summer much, as picked. (5 different kinds) 

10)  ‘The perfect pair’ 2 pears (any variety). 
 

Good luck and get growing…. as soon as Spring arrives! 
 

Ring Luci on 730928 for any further information 

The Queens 90th Birthday 
 
As I’m sure you’re all aware the Queen will be 90 this year.  To celebrate her birthday the 

VIG are organizing a ‘Tea Party’ to be held on Sunday 12th June at 3pm, all villagers are welcome so 
please put the date in your diary.  Look out for your invitation and further information. 
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Philip is on stage again, this time playing the lead in a hilarious 
medical farce - infectious humour! 

 

Banbury Cross Players' next production is Ray Cooney's It Runs in the Family.  Set in a hospital, the 
play contains the usual assortment of farcical running in and out of doors, 4 matrons (3 of them 
male), and a host of mistaken identities, as Dr. Mortimore tries to fend off a paternity suit, an ex-
fling (with not one but two invented husbands), a punkish son and various other lunatics so that he 
may, at last, deliver the Ponsonby Lecture in an international conference. Philip is playing Dr David 
Mortimore, the man at the eye of the storm. Do come and support him! 

It's on from 3rd to 6th February, starting at 7.45pm, at The Mill Arts 
Centre, Banbury. Tickets are £12 (£11 concessions on some nights) and can 
be bought from the box office on 01295 279002 or online 
at www.themillartscentre.co.uk. More details 
at http://banburycrossplayers.org.uk/current-season/. 

 

 
THE VIG SCREEN 
(North Newington Film Club) 

                       At Bishop Carpenter School, Doors open 7pm (£3.50 raffle admission) 
Film starts 7.30pm 

 

 
 

 
February 26th – The Hundred Foot Journey 

 
Hassan Kadam (Manish Dayal) is a culinary ingénue with the 

gastronomic equivalent of perfect pitch. When Hassan and his family, led by 
Papa (Om Puri), move to a quaint village in the South of France with the 
grand plan of opening an Indian restaurant in the picturesque countryside, 
they are undeterred by the fact that only 100 feet opposite stands a Michelin 
starred classical French eatery 

 
 

18th March – Still Alice 
 

Alice Howland, happily married with three grown children, is a 
renowned linguistics professor who starts to forget words. When she 
receives a devastating diagnosis, Alice and her family find their bonds 
tested. 
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              Julian’s Joke Box 
 
 

I was sacked from my job as a Restaurant Manager today after an employee 
lost three fingers in one of the electric food mixers. 

Apparently I'd failed to do an adequate whisk assessment. 
……………………………………….. 

 
Never trust someone who's obsessed with graphs. They'll always be plotting behind your 

back. 
 

……………………………………………………………… 
There are two types of people in this world: 

1. Those who can extrapolate from incomplete data 
………………………………………………. 

 
What's the difference between a bagpipe and an onion? 

Nobody cries when you cut up a bagpipe. 
 
    

……………………… 
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Blokes Book Club  - 

December 2015 
 
The first read of the year was A Spool of Blue Thread by Anne Tyler.   
The book loops back over three generations of a Baltimore family. Gently reflecting on the events and 
relationships that lead them to the present and wondering where they might go in the future. Loads of laughs, 
gripping sitcom with no obvious story but going somewhere, painfully real, life as it is with gentle insight but no 
moralising. Good stuff for the New Year. 
 
Anne Tyler has had a brilliant literary career being nominated in 1994 as the greatest novelist writing in English 
and receiving the Sunday Times award for literary excellence. She does excel in a quiet study of the human 
personality by recording interactions and conversations and allowing the reader to reflect and interpret.   
That may sound a bit too studied; anything but; the book is absolutely gripping, a real page-turner despite the 
lack of  “narrative”. 
 
One of the great things about the book club is that we’re all very different and by virtue of a fairly long 
association have got to trust each other far enough to be able to speak freely knowing that offence is not 
intended.  The expression of widely differing views, but genuinely held, adds to a much greater understanding.  
That’s a fairly long-winded way of saying that free chat does help.  Don’t worry, the rest of the world got a fair 
slating once we’d got to the end of the book! 
 
13.1.16      Roger Shapley 

 
                 Compost Corner 
 
 
 

• Before embarking on any plant or shrub purchases for the new season, give a little thought to any 
beneficial alterations to garden design or layout, which could be made before the growth season gets 
under way. 

• Do you have an adequate sitting out area to capture the best of any suntraps, which may be an 
unrecognised feature of your garden?  Look out for where the last lingering evening sun may benefit 
you with a pleasant pre-supper drinks area.  If your garden is sloping this may require the creation of a 
paved shelf like area, backed by a low wall topped by small shrubs.  A path of inset stepping-stones 
could wind up to the area.  

• Perhaps it is shelter from the prevailing wind that is needed.  A curved hedge around a paved area or 
simple bench can make an attractive addition to your garden design even if slow growth may restrict 
your use for this year.  Suitable ornamental hedging plants include: Lonicara nitida, Eleagnus x ebbinei, 
Golden or green privet, cotoneaster simonsii, Euonymus fortunei ‘Emerald ’n Gold.  Remember to clip 
these tightly back each season to create a densely knit growth commensurate with a good windshield. 

• Make use of the dormant garden period to paint or repair garden fences and sheds.  Recent winds may 
have loosened fence posts, replace any that may have rotted through age or rainwater settling around 
the base. 

• For those with a greenhouse, mid February is a good time to think about preparing for seed 
germination.  If early indoor tomato fruiting is required, propagate seed from mid month.  Do not leave 
germinated seedlings in the propagator for more than a few days after emergence as they will become 
leggy and weak. 
To produce the desired sturdy plants, introduce to as much light as possible at an 
early stage.  Keep the surrounding air warm.  Remember that a bubble-wrapped 
greenhouse will be deprived of a good deal of natural light.  Prick out into individual 
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How to contact us…… 
Parish Council – northnewingtonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Parish Clerk – Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803 
Village newsletter – thegossip@northnewington.info 
Editors Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803 & Luci Jordan Tel: 730928 
Village facebook page – www.facebook.com/northnewington 
Village website – northnewington.wordpress.com 
Luci Jordan Tel: 730928 

Babysitters - Live in North Newington 

Emily Howarth- 01295 738560  
Esme Davidson – 01295 738247 

The Editors reserve the right to make any 
alterations to your contributions for the gossip for 
publishing purposes and accept no responsibility 
for any omissions or their consequences. 

 

      Cherry Heart Biscuits 

 

                                                       Ingredients 

• 100g icing sugar, plus extra for dusting 
• 200g plain flour, plus extra for dusting 

• 50g cornflour 
• 50g ground almonds 

• 250g pack cold butter cut into cubes 
 50g glacé cherries, finely chopped 

• ½ tsp almond extract 
• 8 tbsp cherry jam, sieved 

 
Method 

• Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Sift the icing sugar, flour and cornflour together into a bowl. Stir 
in the ground almonds and butter, then rub in the butter until smooth. Stir in the chopped glacé 

cherries and almond extract, and bring together to form a dough. 
• Roll out on a lightly floured surface, then stamp out biscuits using a heart shaped cutter. Keep re-

rolling the trimmings until all the dough is used. Carefully transfer the biscuits to baking trays lined 
with parchment and bake for just 8-10 mins until just pale golden. 

• Using an upturned bottle top or similar, press gently into the centre of each biscuit to make a round 
indent. Spoon in a little jam and return to the oven for 2 mins. Remove and cool on a wire rack, 

before dusting with icing sugar to serve. 
 

Letters page 
 
 
We’ve received a few comments that it would be good to include a letters 
page in the Gossip where we can print your responses to items featured, air 
your views, ideas and suggestions and to promote some healthy debate, we 
think it’s a great idea and welcome your contributions.   
 
Please send your letters to: thegossip@northnewington.info or by hand to T-Tree House, 
Main Street. 
 


