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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
May 10th - Parish Council Annual Open Meeting

The open meeting this year is due to be held on Tuesday 10th May 7pm at Bishop
Carpenter School. All villagers are encouraged to attend and refreshments will be
provided.

May 22nd – Village Spring Clean

This years ‘Spring Clean’ has been scheduled to take place on Sunday 22nd May. We
hope by organizing it later in the year the weather will be better and hopefully more of
you will be able to spare an hour to help us keep our village looking spotless. The PC will be providing
gloves, litter pickers and bin bags.

June 12th – Royal Tea Party
The VIG will be organising a tea party in celebration of the Queen’s 90th Birthday. Free to all
villagers it will be held at the school, with marquee, from 3pm.

July 16th – Village Fete
Planning has already started for this years “Carnival” Fete and evening BBQ, it’s going to be great
fun, and you don’t want to miss it!

September 10th – ‘Har-Fest’
‘Har-Fest’ is back this year by popular demand and there will be lots of vegetable, flower, cakes and
home craft categories for you to enter, more details to follow.

BROUGHTON GROUNDS FARM
Lambing afternoon
On Saturday 9th April we are holding a
lambing afternoon for Katharine House
Hospice in loving memory of our friend,
Michael O'Dea.

We give a warm welcome to Finlay, Kate, Belle and Milo
who have recently moved into 'Bay House' on School
Lane. We all hope you settle in and enjoy living in North
Newington. The Woodward family has now moved all the
way from Bay House up the pump Green to ‘Rockacre
Cottage’. Welcome to your new homes in the village.
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THE VIG SCREEN
At Bishop Carpenter School, Doors open 7pm (£3.50 raffle admission)
Film starts 7.30pm

You are welcome to bring your own drinks and popcorn!

15th April – The Lady in The Van
Two-time Oscar® winner and star of “Downton Abbey”, Dame Maggie Smith, recreates one of
her most celebrated roles – the singular Miss Shepherd – in The Lady In The Van, Alan
Bennett’s big-screen comedic adaptation of his own iconic memoir and honoured stage play.
Based on the true story, Miss Shepherd was a woman of uncertain origins who “temporarily”
parked her van in Bennett’s London driveway and proceeded to live there for 15 years. What
began, as a begrudged favour became a relationship that would change both their lives.
Filmed on the street and in the house where Bennett and Miss Shepherd lived for all those years, acclaimed
director Nicholas Hytner reunites with Bennett (The Madness of King George, The History Boys) to bring this
funny, poignant, and life-affirming story to the screen.

29th April – Amy

The story of Amy Winehouse in her own words, featuring unseen archival footage and
unheard tracks.

13th May – Carol
In an adaptation of Patricia Highsmith's seminal novel The Price of Salt, CAROL follows two
women from very different backgrounds who find themselves in an unexpected love affair in
1950s New York. As conventional norms of the time challenge their undeniable attraction, an
honest story emerges to reveal the resilience of the heart in the face of change. A young
woman in her 20s, Therese Belivet (Rooney Mara), is a clerk working in a Manhattan department store and
dreaming of a more fulfilling life when she meets Carol (Cate Blanchett), an alluring woman trapped in a
loveless, convenient marriage. As an immediate connection sparks between them, the innocence of their
first encounter dims and their connection deepens. While Carol breaks free from the confines of marriage,
her husband (Kyle Chandler) begins to question her competence as a mother as her involvement with
Therese and close relationship with her best friend Abby (Sarah Paulson) come to light.

3rd June – The big Short
The pre-release buzz is true: This is not your father’s financial crisis movie. Nor, for that
matter, is it “The Wolf of Wall Street.” The money masters of the universe depicted in this film—
and while their stories are interconnected, their lives are not, necessarily—barely drink a
sufficient amount of red wine to get a good buzz on. Their buzz derives from an enhanced
sense of smell. The closest to a “Wolf”-like character here is Ryan Gosling’s Jared Vennett, the most
standard-issue suit-and-tie banking bro of the bunch, and part of his schtick is to stand in a conference
room sniffing ostentatiously because, yes, he smells money.

17th June - Spectre
James Bond films are, and always have been, more imitative than innovative. Even in the 1960s
they were essentially superhero movies starring an indestructible character who wore street
clothes (and the occasional wet suit) instead of tights and a cape. He ran, jumped, drove and
flew through loosely connected setpieces that borrowed whatever clichés happened to be
popular in action cinema at that moment and amped them up with more beautiful locations,
bigger explosions, cornier jokes, and lush, loud music by John Barry. Given the franchise's lineage, it was
only a matter of time before the producers went the extra kilometer and started modeling the Bond films
on the Batman and Marvel franchises. The new superhero films featured fussy world-building and onionlayered subplots doled out over many films and many years. Their conception owed quite a bit to comic
books and to serialized television like "24" (James Bond by way of "Die Hard"). The last three Bond films
drew on all of those traditions, plus Bond's own distinctive set of clichés, and set the stage for this fourth
Craig outing, "Spectre."

2

disappointmentdisappointmentdisappointmentdisappointmentdisappointment

Julian’s Jokes

I'm sticking sequins onto my Ford Transit.
I've always wanted a camper van.
…………………………………..
I dreamt last night that I weighed about one thousandth of a gram. I was like 0mg.
………………………………………………………………………………….
People only call me ugly until they find out how much money I make.
Then they call me ugly and poor.
……………………………………………….
Archeologists digging in a pyramid in Egypt have found a mummy covered in chocolate and hazelnuts.
Experts believe it to be Pharaoh Rocher.

Have you visited 'Second Time Around' recently?
It's the furniture restoration project in Banbury, that up-cycles donated wooden furniture
to create some fabulous, one-off pieces. Their vision is training and volunteering opportunities that
promote social inclusion and independence for adults with learning disabilities.
They've recently expanded with lots of great pieces for you to discover, plus they now have an airy,
stylish cafe selling tea, coffee and locally-made cookies etc (you might even want to buy one of the tables
you're sitting at!).
Also new are a number of small independent retailers, selling a range of antique and retro pieces of
furniture, original artwork, soft furnishings and other decorative items for the home.
So if you're looking for something special, do come along and browse or pop by for a coffee. You'll be made
to feel most welcome - it's a wonderful place to discover!
Find us at: Second Time Around, Unit 19 Beaumont Close, Beaumont Industrial Estate,
OX16 1TG. 07826 873000. Or Facebook - Second Time Around.

How to contact us……
Parish Council – northnewingtonparishcouncil@gmail.com
Parish Clerk – Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803
Village newsletter – thegossip@northnewington.info
Editors Elaine Boswell Tel: 738803 & Luci Jordan Tel: 730928
Village facebook page – www.facebook.com/northnewington
Village website – northnewington.wordpress.com
Luci Jordan Tel: 730928
The Editors reserve the right to make any alterations to your contributions
for the gossip for publishing purposes and accept no responsibility for any
omissions or their consequences.

If your dog poo’s whilst out
walking around the village please
remember to ‘bag it & bin it’. The
dog poo bin is located on Main
Street at the footpath
‘crossroads’ on the pump green. If you see
any dog owners not picking up then a friendly
3
reminder would not go a miss.
Thank you
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Compost Corner
• There is still time in the early part of the month to sow seed of half hardy
annuals for planting out into urns, planters and borders at the end of May. Sow seed in trays
either in a propagator or with some form of mild under-warmth and covered with glass or
plastic and a newspaper. Remove from propagator to grow on in a light warm atmosphere soon
after germination has taken place. Prick out to 20-25 plants to a tray when about 2cm tall to
prevent overcrowding.
• As the soil warms up it is a good time to plant small to medium shrubs. Keep well watered
throughout the early summer months to prevent the roots drying out until well established.
• April is the ideal time to split up large clumps of border perennials. The young shoots on the
outer periphery of the clump will be the most vigorous to grow on. Lift the whole clump and
brown bin all the old centre roots and growth. If replanting into the same area, remove some
of the soil and replace with new compost or soil from another part of the garden. Incorporate
a sprinkling of bone or blood fish and bone fertiliser. Replant the fresh outer parts of the
clump, spacing as required or transfer to other parts of the garden.
• Rose growth will be rapid from now on and the plants are hungry. Firm the soil around the base
of the plant to prevent the roots from drying out. Feed with a good rose fertiliser and if
available a good dressing of horse manure or well rotted compost. Water in to allow nutrients
to be taken up by the roots.
• Start a monthly spraying programme for roses to prevent deadly blackspot, leaf fungus
diseases and aphids. To avoid killing bees and other nectar gathering insects, only spray the
foliage and spray in the evening when insects have gone to nest for the night.
• Tie in climbing plants especially clematis, as they develop to prevent wind damage. Feed and
water in.
• Lightly trim small hedges and shrubs. Do not disturb nesting birds and do not cut large hedges
from now until the end of October. Remember that it is illegal to destroy nests and eggs in
trees and hedgerows.
Alan Craven

Blokes Book Club
This month’s read was All the Things We Cannot See by Anthony Doer for which he won the Pulitzer Prize
in 2014. Doer was born and raised in Idaho. He’s a youngster, born in 1973 and has always been
committed to serious writing; this may sound a bit pretentious but it has something to do with using richly
worked descriptions to evoke history, place and character.
We’re a varied bunch in the Book Club and it isn’t often we agree but we all thought this was a deeply
satisfying. Enlarging and challenging book. It can be read at all sorts of levels: gripping narrative, love
story, political and moral challenge and retake of the traditional war novel.
The book is put together as a series of episodes in the lives of two orphaned German children [brother
and sister] and a blind French girl before and during the Second World War. Initially there is no obvious
connection between them but progressively and inevitably links are established leading to sad, inspiring
and human conclusions.
Humanity triumphs over the trivia, division, damage and greed of political, militaristic and religious dogma.
Don’t be off-put by the preceding; this is a really gripping read. Great for insomniacs; full of the
unexpected and beautifully rewarding.
Roger Shapley 16/3/16
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Oxford Art Weeks. 7th till 30th of May.
Art Weeks happen all over the country and are opportunities for local artists to show their work
either individually in their studios, or as small groups. It just so happens that Oxfordshire was the initiator
and probably still has the largest number of exhibiters; 400 venues!
This year the Oxfordshire show is in three parts; City, South and North.
The City’s show is from the 7th till the 15th of May
South Oxon is from the 14th till the 22nd of May.
North Oxon is from the 21st till 30th of May.
There will be a lot of work on show in the Banbury area [North] and in particular for your local interest there
are two artists in North Newington showing;
Sarah Mulhall/Davison is showing at Chipping Warden
Cool Contours Group Art Exhibition
Cool Contours
Warden Hill
Chipping Warden OX17 1AJ www.coolxontours.co.uk
From 21st till 30th of May. Open from 12 till 6pm every day. Private View /party 6 till 8pm Thursday the 26th.
All welcome.
Variety of work; paintings, textiles, prints and glass.
Roger Shapley is showing in Bishop Carpenter School Hall, North Newington.
From Saturday the 27th till Monday the 30th of May. Open from 10am till 5pm every day. Refreshments
available.
Variety of work; paintings [landscapes, portraits, abstracts], drawings, screen-prints and thoughts. Critiques
welcome. Direction sought.
There is an Artweeks 2016 Festival Guide available from April at Libraries and information centres. There will
also be a letterbox drop in North Newington.
So, it’s on your doorstep. Enjoy.

North Newington takes on Bodicote…………

Following nine months of coaching by Eric, and numerous practice sessions, some members from North
Newington Table Tennis club, Anne, Colin, Craig, Jack, Mark, Vince & Yvonne, took part in our first
competition. We hosted six players from Bodicote at Bishop Carpenter and played a total of 21
matches, winning 8 losing 13, leaving Bodicote the victors on this occasion. It was a tremendous effort
from North Newington especially as we are all new to table tennis; we have all significantly improved
thanks to Eric’s expert coaching and patience. The star player has to go to Vince who
remained undefeated. A special ‘thank you’ to Molly for helping us to keep score. All had
an enjoyable evening and I am certainly looking forward to a return match.
Mark Boswell
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Babysitters - Live in North Newington:- Emily Howarth- 01295 738560 Esme Davidson – 01295 738247

